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INTRODUCTORY ADjDRESS 

To Thomas Purnellf Esq. ('Mayor), S. S. Byron, George 
Knowles, and John Kelk, M.D., Esquires, the Magistrates 
of the Borough of Scarborough. 

Gentlemen, 

If I did not feel convinced there was a peculiar 
propriety in addressing this little work to you, rather than 
to any other person or persons, I should assuredly have 
declined doing so on the present occasion; for although I 
am aware that the name of one or more of you may have 
heen designedly placed in the list of the Committee of the 
Lancasterian Schools here, for the purpose of giving greater 
influence and countenance to the extraordinary proceedings 
of a small but active portion of that body, and as I therefore 
believe without any express sanction or authority on your 
part (and it may be even without your previous knowledge), 
yet, conscious as 1 am of your perfectly unbiased and inde- 
pendent mind and character, and having, besides, already 
communicated with each of you by my Letters of the 8th 
of April last, as also with Dr. Murray, the President of the 
Institution, upon the several important points of diflerence, 
with a view of exciting some attention to the meriis of the 
case from the Committee, either by eliciting an attempted 
refutation of the original statement of facts, recited in my 
Letter to that Gentleman of the 4th of November, 1839, or 
at least some exposition of the grounds and reasons of their 
own Resolution upon it, dated the 7th of January last ; how- 
ever, they having done neither of these, but resting the ques- 
tion between us entirely upon their own assumptions, I have 
in consequence met with every species of procrastination and 
evasion, amounting in my mind to an accumulation of insult 
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and provocation, of which they are so capable, in order to 
discourage and intimidate me from any further prosecution 
of the cause which 1 have undertaken, with no other object 
than, as a duty to the public and myself, to elicit the truth, 
and thereby to promote the peace and good faith, and general 
prosperity of the Institution, and of society at large. 

Under these circumstances, I am satisfied that I cannot 
appeal to the respectable Inhabitants of this Borough, or the 
public generally, under better auspices than may be gained 
by your acceptance of this continued effort to be impartially 
heard, in order to obtain that justice for myself and others, 
which has only within these few months past been so openly, 
peremptorily, nay, even insultingly denied, by a party of 
*.* Friends " in the Committee, acting very craftily, but effec- 
tively, upon the misinformation and feelings of others, and 
who, with a plausible appearance of primitive purity of prin- 
ciple and practice, have, nevertheless, in their congregate (not 
corporate) capacity, put forth what, I submit, will be found to 
be insidious aspersions, sophistical inconsistencies, and even 
positive untruths, affecting the character and interests of myself 
and others, which, in their individual station, I am sure they 
would be afraid or ashamed to avow or repeat, and which it is 
the design of this publication to counteract, and expose to that 
public scrutiny and condemnation which such conduct justly 
demands. 

I have the honour to remain, very respectfully, 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
15th October, 1840. George Davies. 



HISTORY AND MYSTERY 



OF THE 



SCARBOROUGH LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS, 



Historical Notices of Public Institutions are seldom under- 
taken except by persons wbo bave beld certain official stations, 
or bave obtained unrestricted access to tbe autborities upon 
wbicb to found tbe superstructure tbey propose to erect. 

Tbose of a more circumscribed and limited cbaracter, wbicb 
conipared witb tbe former, may properly be designated local 
or district institutions, bave seldom any otber memorial tban 
their own periodical Reports fumisb ; and tbese, if not duly 
metbodised and condensed, are more or less ephemeral and 
illusory in tbeir general connexion and bearing, and often 
feeble and fluctuating in tbeir tendency and effect Some 
productions of Xhe former kind exhibit splendid specimens of 
talent, and of exemplary assiduity and research ; such as tbe 
History of tbe British and Foreign Bible Society, and that of 
the London Missionary Society, besides many others, in great 
variety ; but of tbe latter, tbey are comparatively few and far 
between, and tbe reason probably may be, that tbey generally 
partake more of a confined and systematic character, and 
consist chiefly in tbe ordinary routine of dry detail, as the 
same appears in the summar}' of the Annual Reports of their 
proceedings. 

In this History of tbe Scarborough Lancasterian Schools, 
great care has been taken not to substitute fancy for facts, or 

B 



2 HISTORY AND MYSTERY OF 

bold assumptions for legitimate reasonings — such as will stand 
the test of strict examination ; and should any undesigned 
mistake occur, the writer is always ready and willing to 
acknowledge and rectify the same ; but as the accompanying 
letters, it is hoped, shew the same open and candid spirit, and 
the assertions and representations contained therein, have 
never been essentially disputed, much less disproved, he flat- 
ters himself, that in the sequel, the unprejudiced reader will 
perceive that the grand feature of the present work, to which 
every other object is entirely subordinate or ancillary, is to 
exhibit and extend the truth, the whole truth, and nothing hut 
the truth, in direct opposition to the ascendency of any per- 
sonal, or party, or secular interests, which he for himself most 
deliberately and distinctly disavows and repudiates. True it 
is, and he confesses it with shame and sorrow, that owing to the 
extraordinary conduct of certain members of the Lancasterian 
School Committee, he has been repeatedly denied the means 
and opportunity of consulting the Minutes of their proceedings, 
or to allow him a copy of the Trust-deed of the School, by 
means of one or both of their two Secretaries ; and this, not- 
withstanding the writer has been, and still continues to be, 
one of the Trustees for the same, ever since the year 1813, em- 
bracing a period of twenty-seven years; and of these trustees 
(originally nine in number), only one or two besides himself 
are now living, all the others being removed by death, — 
whereas, could he have freely consulted the various important 
documentary papers referred to, and refused him by the Com- 
mittee, for reasons unexplained, but sufficiently transparent 
not to admit of any serious doubt ; or if he could have obtained 
a correct series of the Reports of the School, these would have 
rendered his stock of materials for the work more complete. 
The candid reader will therefore be pleased to make every 
just and fair allowance for the many disadvantages under 
which this little expos^ has been begun, and prosecuted in the 
face of a compact and secret and dogged opposition to its 
grand object, which is to elicit truth — to defend the cause of the 
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aged and helpless, the widow and the fatherless^— and so to 
detect and defeat error and injustice. Upon this ground, he 
will be kindly disposed to give the writer credit for honesty of 
purpose at least, if not for that full and combined statement 
upon every point, which might, under different circumstances, 
have been expected and desired ; — all which is now respect- 
fully submitted to public scrutiny and consideration, in the 
ensuing detail and correspondence ; and as the letters are so 
circumstantial, there will be the less need of prolonged discus- 
sion, but only in a way of incidental illustration or remark, 
naturally arising out of such correspondence, and the various 
facts in connexion therewith. 

Without further introduction then, the subject naturally 
opens itself in the following letter, addressed to Dr. Murray, 
the President of the Institution : 

(Copy.) 
Letter to Peter Murray , Esq., M,D., etc. etc., President of the 
Scarborough Lanetuterian Schools. 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, Ath November, 1839. 

The friendly intercourse that has ever subsisted between 
us might seem to restrain, and, indeed, has hitherto suppressed, 
the formal notification which I now beg leave to submit to 
you respecting the Lancasterian Schools in this town, of which 
you are the respected and properly appointed President ; and 
it is in this public character only that I feel myself at present 
called upon to address you. 

My settled residence here took place in 1810; about 
which time, I believe, some well-meaning persons had s^eed 
among themselves to purchase a piece of ground, and erect a 
building thereon as a school for boys and girls, upon the plan 
of Joseph Lancaster, which had become very popular. They 
proceeded in it for some time, with more or less success ; 
but at length, owing to various causes, the Union was found 
impracticable, and, in or about 1813, the affair was brought 
to a close in a somewhat similar way as the " Original Cliff 
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Bridge Company" broke up their concern, and with consider- 
able loss. 

At this time it was proposed to, and earnestly pressed 
upon, me to advance a certain sum, with others, in order to 
extricate the property from its embarrassments, with the 
assured prospect of perfect security and early repayment, with 
interest in the meantime. Although but a new settler in the 
place, I own I could not resist the application, coming from 
respectable persons, and having in view the general and useful 
education 6f the children of the town upon the economical and 
efficient principle adopted from its first institution. 

However, after a few years experience of the conduct 
of tlie Managers of the School, I became so dissatisfied with 
ity that I declined giving it my further si^port and counte- 
nance ; and I hardly need say, that I have never been reinv- 
bursed any part of the money I advanced, or even the interest 
thereon, irom that time to this, although more than twenty 
years have elapsed since such withdrawment took effect, and 
although several legacies have been subsequently lefl to the 
School, and duly paid to the Managers on its account 

Nevertheless, I never did, nor do I now, charge the 
Managers with any profligate expenditure of the funds, but 
rather with apathetic indifference to the claims of equity and 
justice towards myself and others, by the uniform silence of 
their Reports, and thus excluding as far as they could, sys- 
tematically and practically, the open recognition of those 
equitable and indisputable claims to the respectful considera- 
tion either of themselves or others, and thereby, as I conceive, 
violating the principles of good faith which hold society toge- 
ther in the bonds of charity and peace, and deviating from the 
broad road of moral rectitude into the narrow and crooked 
paths of sinister expediency and supercilious selfishness, which 
never, in my experience and pretty long and general observa- 
tion, have ended otherwise than in disappointment and disgrace 
to the parties pursuing them. 

I think. Sir, I have stated quite sufficient reason for 
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the course I have long since adopted, and for the complaint 
which I now prefer against the Managers ; and as I consider 
I am entitled to claim the amount of interest on my advance, 
which appears on the face of the Treasurer's Accounts for the 
last twenty years, at least, should have been paid over to me, 
but which has never reached my hands ; this together will 
about double the amount of the original advance. My com- 
plaint, therefore, in & pecuniary 'point of view, is twofold; viz. 

1. The disingenuous and ungrateful concealment, if not 

virtual disavowal, in the Reports, of any equitable 
burden or claim upon the School, or its Managers 
and supporters, for the liquidation of the original 
loan, or advance of money, so absolutely necessary 
for its re-establishment; — and 

2. The equally disingenuous and discreditable mode of 

stating the payment of interest which has not been 
paid, but withheld from me, merely upon the pre- 
sumption or fiction of my unresisting acquiescence in 
such unwarranted subtraction from my just right 
These are the two pecuniary points which I now urge 
upon the prompt attention of the Managers ; and although 
certainly very essential considerations, there are ^ yet others of 
a more personal kind, which I must not entirely pass over, 
and which, I conceive, very considerably aggravate the evils 
before complained of. I allude, Sir, to the treatment I have 
received at various times, whenever I have seen it right to 
remonstrate against them, as will appear by a reference to a 
letter which I wrote many years ago to Mr. Henry Fowler, 
the then Secretary, and to which he was only instructed to 
return a civil acknowledgment, with a promise of a future 
communication, which, however, was never received. 

§till more recently, about a year and a half ago, if I 
mistake not, the subject was revived by letters between the 
Rev^ Mr. Kidd and myself, which I authorized him to com- 
municate to the Secretary and Managers, arising out of a very 
unprovoked attack upon me just at the moment of my leaving 

b2 
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Scarborough for a few weeks. What has happened within the 
last fortnight I will not condescend to notice in detail, but 
conclude by renewing and enforcing my application to you, 
Sir, the President, as I have in effect repeatedly done before 
to the Managers of the Schools, that as I really consider it a 
disadvantage and a degradation to have my name appear in 
the Accounts and Reports of the School under a false colour, 
so I do now, as heretofore, most unequivocally protest against 
the Managers and their abettors in all the foregoing respects, 
and beg leave, firmly, yet respectfully, to notify the same to 
you. Sir, as President, and through you to all others concerned, 
and to serve for mutual information and guidance in time to 
come, as to the course that may best be pursued, either by 
myself or others. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

George Davies. 



(Copy.) Scarborough, \2th Month 11, 1839. 

Respected Friend, 

I am requested, as one of the Secretaries to the Lan- 
casterian School, to state that the communications addressed 
to Dr. Murray, relative to a claim thou makest on the 
Managers of that Institution, have been laid before the 
Committee this evening ; in consequence of which, they have 
appointed a sub-committee, consisting of Dr. Murray, T. 
Weddell, and John Rowntree, to wait upon thee for the 
purpose of examining the Trust-deed, after which the Com- 
mittee will €ome to a decision on the matter. The sub- 
committee will be glad to consult thy convenience, but one of 
ihem is at present absent from home. 

I am, thy Friend, respectfully, 

William Rowntree. 



To the foregoing letter an answer was sent to Dr. Murray, 
the President of the Institution, dated 16th December, inviting 
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him and Mr. Weddell to come to my house, for the purpose 
stated by the appointment of a sub-committee ; and assigning 
reasons why the presence of Mr. John Rowntree on the 
occasion must be dispensed with. Upon which Dr. Murray 
immediately returned a very polite note, dated 17th December, 
of which the following is an extract: — 

** I adhere quite decidedly to my expressed determination 
never to enter upon the discussion, and shall even beg leave to 
decline the courteous and manly offer you have been so good 
as to make, of looking over the Deed, etc., which you hold. — 
But still believe me, dear Sir, 

" Ever your faithful Friend, 
Belle-Vue, Tuesday, Dec, 17. "P. Murray." 

*'P.S. — Wednesday morning. — I have opened my letter 
just to a^d, that I did not attend this last meeting of the Lan- 
casterian School Committee." 



(Copy.) 

To George DavieSf Esq, 
Sir, 

We are directed to forward to you the annexed Reso- 
lution, passed at a meeting of the Committee of the Lancas- 
terian School, held at the Savings* Bank, on Tuesday the 7th 

January, 1840. 

We are, Sir, yours respectfully, 

Scarborough, 8th Jan, 1840. 

''The application made by Mr. Davies for compensation 
in respect of a share which he holds in the Lancas- 
terian School-Room, having obtained the deliberate 
consideration of this Committee, it is their unanimous 
opinion, after an examination of the original docu- 
ments relative to the establishment of the Institution 
on its present footing, that no expectation of money- 
interest was at that time held out as an inducement 



8 HISTORY AND MYSTERY OF 

to parties to take shares ; that Mr. Davies, as well as 
others, invested their money entirely on charitable 
and benevolent grounds ; that the privilege of recom- 
mending children to the School, in lieu of interest, 
was at that time invariably acceded to, and that in 
the sale and transfer of shares which have at various 
times been effected, it does not appear that anything 
beyond this privilege has been contemplated by either 
buyer or seller; and that as the current expenses of 
the Institution always exceed the ordinary income, 
the Society possesses no funds out of which to reim> 
burse any individual shareholder. It is therefore 
their opinion that no legal or equitable claim can be 
established of the nature alluded to, and that accord- 
ingly, Mr. Davies's application cannot be acceded to 
on the part of this Committee." 



(Copy ) 

To WiUiam Boumtree and B, ColUns, Esq,, Joint Secretaries of 
the Lancasterian School, Scarborough. 

Sirs, Scarborough, ISth January, 1 840. 

I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
8th instant, conveying the Resolution annexed, of the Com- 
mittee of the Lancasterian Schools here, at a meeting of the 
said Committee of the 7th same, which I had hoped the Com- 
mittee would have favoured me with much earlier, considering 
the time which has elapsed since their attention was called to 
the subject. 

In reference to the said Resolution, I must hereby 
most solemnly protest against being taken as in any way 
acceding to the assumed premises from which the Committee 
appear to have considered themselves justified in drawing 
their conclusion. To any such understanding I was no party. 

I might add much more, but I refrain ; only repeating. 
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that I cannot acquiesce in the determination of the said Com- 
mittee, and shall govern myself accordingly. 

I am, Sirs, yours respectfully, 

George Davies. 



To Peter Murray ^ Esq.^ M.D.j etc, etc, President of the 
Lancasterian School^ Scarborough. 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, ISth January, 1840. 

After a suspense of more than two months on the part 
of the Committee of the Lancasterian Schools, to notice the 
several letters which I have addressed to you, and which you 
very properly and promptly communicated to them, I have at 
length heen favoured with a letter from the joint Secretaries, 
W. Rowntree and 6. Collins, Esq., dated 8th instant, and 
annexed Resolution of the said Committee, at a meeting held 
the preceding evening ; and in reference thereto I have only 
to say that I have this day returned my answer annexed, 
sol^nly protesting against such Resolution and determination 
of the said Committee, and which I hereby notify to you, as 
the prime official organ of that Institution. 
I have the honour to remain. 

Dear Sir, very respectfully yours, 

George Davies. 



To Dr. Murray, President of the Scarborough Lancasterian 
Schools, the Three Vice-Presidents, and other Members of the 
Committee of that Institution. 

The Undersigned having addressed your President on 
the 4th of November last (and by several subsequent letters), 
refers to that letter, and the Documentary Correspondence 
already printed, comprehending, 1st, The extraordinary Ap- 
plication of Mr. William Rowntree, one of your Secretaries, 
to the Undersigned, for an inspection of the Trust-deed, 
which, being in his Uncle, Mr. John Rowntree's hands, he 
must know the Undersigned could not produce either to Dr. 
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Murray or any one. 2ndly, Dr. Murray's declining to look 
over any Deed, and disavowal of being any party to the said 
application. 3rdly, The Joint- Secretaries* Letter to the 
Undersigned of the 8th of January last, conveying the Reso- 
httion of the Committee (or certain members thereof) passed 
the day preceding; and, 4thly, Two several Letters of the 
Undersigned of the 13th of January, addressed to the Presi- 
dent, and also to the Secretaries of the Institution, ** solemnly 
protesting against being taken as in any way acceding to the 
assumed premises, fi'om which the Committee appear to have 
considered themselves justified in drawing their conclusion/' 
adding ''to any such understanding I was no party." This 
direct contrariety of assertion on either side has, successively, 
given occasion for frequent and lengthened correspondence 
between the Undersigned and various Members and Officers 
of the Institution during the last six months, but without pro- 
ducing any satisfactory results. The Undersigned, therefore, 
in this his public appeal and remonstrance, whilst he regrets 
that the Committee, as a public body, should have shftink 
from the responsibility of supporting their own character for 
consistency and truthfulness, by the production of those " Ori- 
ginal Documents," which, as they allege, "after deliberate 
examination and consideration, had induced them to pass 
such a ResoluUtm,** hereby challenges them to produce any 
such ** Original Documents" as will justify their coming to 
such conclusion and resolution, — which he confidently believes, 
and is assured, cannot be found either in their possession or 
anywhere else. 

The Undersigned failing in this continued effort, of six 
or eight months' duration, to extract any proof of this kind 
from the Committee, now directs their attention to their Reso- 
lution itself, to which he proposes to give a categorical answer 
as follows ; viz. — 

1st Assertion. — "The application made by Mr. Davies 
for compensation in respect of a share which he 
holds in the Lancasterian School-Room," etc. 
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The Undersigned never made application to the Com- 
mittee as a Shareholder ; and, as he never did sustain that 
character, he cannot but consider ilm as an attempt to mislead, 
by adopting a term disavowed by him, and which, in fact, 
implies a position he never occupied ; and the Committee are 
well aware he never held any Share or Shares in any specu- 
lative concerns whatever in Scarborough, or if he had, he 
would have been furnished with certificates thereof, as in the 
Cliff Bridge and other speculations now existing. 

2d Assertion. — " On the establishment of the Institution 
on its present footing, no expectation of money- 
interest was at that time held out," etc. 
This assertion is utterly groundless, being entirely un- 
supported by facts and the Documents which the Committee 
themselves possess, but will not produce, and which have been 
carefully and happily preserved by the Undersigned, and can 
be substantiated by reference to the Proceedings and Reso- 
lutions of divers Public Meetings held upon " the establishment 
of the Institution on its present footing!!" The word shares 
is, in this connexion, here again artfully but improperly intro- 
duced for the reasons before assigned. 

3d Assertion. — **Mr. Davies, as well as others, invested 
their money entirely on charitable and benevolent 
grounds." 
Mr. Davies, for himself, understood and intended (and 
believes others understood and intended) that, by a temporary 
loan to the Managing Committee, for the time being, he was 
doing a public service by relieving it from its then existing 
difficulties, and did so far, he conceives, exercise an act of 
generous confidence in the honour and good faith of the Com- 
mittee and their successors, or the public, for whom they 
acted; but, if it be meant that Mr. D. advanced his money so 
**erUirely on charitable and benevolent grounds" as that he 
never expected any return of his money, either principal or 
interest, from the Committee, it is absolutely and altogether 
without any foundation whatever. Mr. D., for himself, sab- 
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scribed at first to the funds of the School 1/. Is., and then 
1/. lis, 6d, per annum : and for such subscription-money had 
tickets for two or three children, but he never applied the 
interest, which he was regularly paid for some time, to any 
such purpose or privilege, as it has been of late called, but 
keeping it quite separate and distinct from any petty consi- 
deration of a saving of three or four shillings a-year ; which 
saving appears to have been adopted but by very few from the 
iirst, and that ** optional/' instead of being, as the Resolution 
asserts, ** invariably acceded to/' 

4th Assertion. — " That on the sale and transfer of Shares 
which have at various times been effected, it does 
not appear that anything beyond this privilege 
(sending children to the School at a reduced rate of 
three or four shillings from the general subscribers) 
has been contemplated by either buyer or seller." 
The Undersigned having hereinbefore shewn the fallacy 
of supposing shares were contemplated, or existed, in the 
formation or constitution of the Society, contents himself with 
den3dng the possibility of selling or transferring any such non- 
existent shares. But that many changes have taken place by 
death or otherwise cannot be disputed; and, in not a few 
cases, the parties, being practically unable to obtain any satis- 
faction from the Committee, may have accepted less than 
their original loan with interest ; circumstances of poverty, or 
the necessity of bringing such outstanding claim to an issue 
for distribution among relatives, may have, and he doubts not 
have, induced some by alarm, uneasiness, or persuasion, to 
make a considerable sacrifice, upon the ground of its being 
considered a doubtful, if not desperate debt, rather than any 
real share. In all such cases, then, just claim to compensation 
for the difference of price under such circumstances, it is con- 
ceived, is equally valid with that of the Undersigned for the 
full principal and proportion of interest, as between himself 
and the Managing Committee of the Schools acting for and on 
behalf of the public, of whose ample resources and benevolent^ 
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as well as just disposition, he will never despair, so long as 
truth, and honour, and good faith, exist on the earth. 

Sth Assertion. — ''The current expenses of the Institution 
always exceed the ordinary income. The Society 
possesses no funds out of which to reimburse any 
mdividual Shareholder." 
The Undersigned regrets much the deficiency of the 
School funds, but is not at all surprised at it; since it arises 
entirely out of the long^ontinued misapprehension and conse- 
quent mismanagement of the Committee, which he has repeat- 
edly, but in vain, represented to them and their predecessors 
in office. For the first three or four years, although extra- 
ordinary law charges were to be defrayed, a balance sheet of 
each year shews a surplus over the actual expenditure of 60/. 
or 70/. in the Treasurer's hands. But this argumentum ad 
misericordiam is, indeed, shifting the ground of the former 
objections most materially, and this very shifting indicates 
great inconsistency and evident distrust of what has been 
before advanced by the Resolution of the Committee. But 
has any inclination or disposition ever been manifested by the 
Committee to act honestly and justly towards those who gene- 
rously and confidingly advanced their money to the Society in 
time of need? On the contrary, has it not been their practice, 
especially of late, to treat all such applications with marked 
and general neglect (to use the mildest expression), whether 
as regards the very poor or the comparatively rich? 

Surely in the long space of twenty-seven years some 
funds might have been raised, supposing a disposition and 
endeavour to do it, to have paid off, at least, part of the loans 
by equitable instalments ; and, this being done, with a frank 
avowal in the Report of their inability to do more, and a fixed 
determination to free the Schools from every incumbrance, by 
an open and generous appeal to the public for assistance — 
such as would have been consistent with honour and fair 
dealing — there can be no doubt that the public would have 
responded to such appeal, and, justly appreciating its merits, 
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would have long ago extricated the affairs of the Lancasterian 
School Institution from all its debts and incumbrances ; which 
can hardly be expected while the principles avowed, and the 
conduct pursued by the Committee, strike, as the Undersigned 
contends, at the root of good faith, mutual confidence, and 
Christian charity between man and man — thereby injuring the 
prosperity and success of other benevolent Institutions in this 
and other parts. 

Scarborough^ 30/A c/tt/y, 1840. George Davies. 



The fq^egoing proceedings of the Committee, and of the 
Secretaries* seem now to require, that a complete list of the 
names of all the Officers and Committee should be made known, 
in order that it may be seen who those are, whose habits and 
position in society allow them but little time for personal 
attendance on those Committee-meetings; and of the proportion 
of the Society of Friends, and others, who, by their influence 
and family connexions, carry on the working machinery of the 
same, in the secret, silent, systematic way, so peculiar to them. 

It may also be fitly observed here, that in the original plan 
and practice of the Institution, no such grand display of gra- 
dations, of merely honorary officers, was at all contemplated, 
or so much as thought of; even a permanent Chairman was not 
appointed, but as a matter of courtesy, and in deference to age 
and character, and experience, the post was generally conceded 
to the late Mr. John Rowntree, or, in his absence, tb any other 
member of the Committee present at their meeting. The un- 
necessary multiplication and mystification of such officers, as a 
President, three Vice-Presidents, and a double Secretaryship, 
thus associating and dividing the laborious duties of the office 
between the precise Quaker and the more free and independent 
Dissenter, was, in those early days of primitive simplicity, 
entirely dispensed with, which in later times has been adopted 
for no other object, that the writer can discover, than for 
screening the purposes of a few self-important and, as such. 
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sdf-seeking individuals, though at the risk of their consistency 
and scrupulosity at other times — and of the outward simplicity 
of hahit and demeanor by which they are generally known and 
distinguished. 

List of the Officers and Committee of the Scarborough 
La'ncasterian School, extracted from the last Annual 
Report, dated 20th December, 1839. 

Dr. Murray, - - - - President, 

Mr. J. RowNTREE, "I 

Mr. H. FowLER, > FicB'Presidents. 

Mr. W. BOTTOMLEY, J 

Mr. J. Stickney, - - Treasurer, 

Mr. W. Rowntree, •> 

Mr. B. Collins, / *«»'«'«^*- 

Committee, 
The Mayor, Mr. James Tindall, 

S. S. Byron, Esq. Mr. W. March, Jun. 

W. D. T. Duesbery, Esq. Mr. Joseph Tindall, 

Mr. J. Wheldon, Mr. John Barry, 

Mr. J. Yeardley, Mr. Alderman WiboELL, 

Mr. H. Hopkins, Mr. J. Jackson, 

Mr. J. Uppleby, Mr. F. Hill, 

Mr. Alderman Tindall, Mr. R. Williamson, 

Mr. Alderman Cornwall, Mr. J. R. Travis. 

And all Ministers who are subscribers. 

The writer very sincerely apologises to the Ladies* Committee 
for the omission of their respectable names, which he thinks 
they wiU not regret, since it would be quite unnecessary to 
introduce them on the present occasion; — neyertheless, he has 
good reason to know, and is most happy to acknowledge, that 
they have always performed their duty in the management of 
the girls' department of the School, with exemplary regularity, 
and distinguished success. 

The foregoing list certainly comprises a fair proportion of 
sects, but when it is remembered, that several of them are 
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non-residents, or are not able to serve with regularity, by 
reason of their professional or other engagements, whilst others 
are placed there merely as honorary members from year to 
year, and are seldom changed, except when a death occurs 
(only two such changes appear in the composition of this last 
years' Committee), it is not at all surprising that the working 
of the system should be concentrated in the hands of a few 
active and self-opinionated persons, especially in such cases as 
may serve themselves, in avoiding trouble, or promoting their 
own particular views. 

Dr. Murray, the Mayor, S, S. Byron, Esq., W. D. T. Dues- 
bery, £sq., and many others, it may fairly be presumed, can 
seldom or ever attend the Committee meetings, but must of 
necessity leave the business to others, of which it cannot be 
doubted the Friends are the dominant party; — ^and it is a 
remarkable fact, that although the total number oi the Officers 
and Committee amount to twenty-five, being the exact number 
oi the original founders and contributors of money towards 
the establishment of the Schools on the primitive plan, — yet 
only about tihree or four of these last described, are to be found 
on the present Committee; — and the office of Treasurer has^ 
from the very beginning, in 1813, always been filled by a 
Quaker — apeople certainly distinguished for punctually ^* pay- 
ing what they receive," neither less nor more; but whose 
guarded temperament, and self-complacent spirit, at Scarbo- 
rough, especially incapacitates them for much exertion on ac- 
count of others. '* They cannot dig — to beg they are ashamed.'^ 

Printed copies of aU the preceding correspondence, having 
been prepared, and ready for circulating, it was deemed expe- 
dient, and even decorous, towards the justices of the borough, 
and several others, whose names are entered in the list, either 
as honorary or acting Members of the Committee, to send to 
each of them a copy in the first instance; and more especially 
to Dr. Murray, the President, as a mark of attention due to his 
official position, and to shew that no underhand measures were 
intended to be resorted to. 
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. Those copies sent to the Mayor and Magistaates, and to 
Dr. Murray, were each accompanied with a MS. letter an- 
nexed: they differed in no material respect from each other; 
— but that to Dr. Murray, varied somewhat in terms, though 
not in any essential points. 

The following is the form of the letter addressed respec> 
tively to Thomas Pumall, Esq., Mayor, S. S. Byron and George 
Knowles, Esquires, and Dr. Kelk, the acting Magistrates of the 
Borough of Scarborough:— 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, Sth April, 1840. 

I beg leave, in deference to your honourable station as 
one of the Magistrates of this Borough, to present you with 
the annexed copies of letters, containing the grounds of the 
differences which for the last five months have been agitated 
with unwearied assiduity on my part, and responded to very 
tardily and unsatisfactorily on the part of the Committee of 
the Lancasterian Schools here. The portion now printed 
embraces many important points; though there are other 
documents and letters referred to, or may be supposed to have 
passed, as well before as after the dates of these letters, which t 
remain to be disclosed and discussed, unless measures should 
be taken to render such a step Unnecessary. In meantime, it 
may be proper to state, that the Committee have not contented 
themselves with merely refusing any liquidation, or even re- 
cognition of the justice, of my claims, but have lately thought 
proper — ^from motives too obvious to require anything more than 
an allusion — to refuse the production of their accounts or pro- 
ceedings, or allow me a copy of the Trust-deed, being myself 
one of the few Trustees named therein, now living, and thereby 
preventing the prosecution of my inquiries, which could have 
no other result than to throw increased light on the subject 
Under such circumstances I feel myself free to take such 
course as the case requires, as 1 can never bring myself to 
accede to any compromise of princq>lef or tamely submit to 
the unjust imputation of preferring an improper claim, after 
having on every occasion, formerly as now, constandy asserted 

c2 
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A short time after these letters had been sent to the Magis- 
trates and to Dr. Murray, about twenty to twenty-five copies 
of the printed circulars were forwarded to different persons of 
influence connected with the Institution, but nothing like a 
general or indiscriminate issue took place, — in fact there was 
nothing either in the matter or manner calculated to excite 
personal prejudice or public odium in any quarter, but the 
intention was merely to shew the specific grounds of the 
existing differences between the parties concerned, pro et contra, 
as the letters themselves and the Resolution and protest 
against it, very plainly evince. An extreme of delicacy was, 
in truth, studiously observed towards Dr. Murray individually, 
by the non-publication of his earlier letters in detail, which 
the Doctor, in his last^recited letter, is kind enough to allude 
to and acknowledge in very polite and appropriate terms; 
indeed it was wished and expected by many friends of the 
Schools, that the Committee, seeing the exposure of, and 
opposition to, their aforesaid Resolution, would have had the 
good sense, and becoming spirit, either to have set forth the 
true and proper grounds of their own Resolution, and by that 
means, as far as it might have been possible, to have destroyed 
the effect of the writer's first letter to Dr. Murray, of 4th Nov. 
1839, by proving its incongruity with existing records and 
facts, and thus shewing its utter futility and groundlessness ; 
or, if that could not have been done, that they would have had 
the common honesty and candour to confess their inability for 
the undertaking, and to have made the best amends they could, 
by rescinding their unfounded Resolution, as valueless and 
untenable. But they having done nothing of this kind, or 
even attempted so to do, it is clearly the more incmnbent and 
necessary that the writer should proceed in the path of plain 
and obvious duty, to support and establish his case to the 
utmost of his power ; ^whilst, on the other hand, it becomes 
the interest of his opponents to obstruct his course, and pro- 
crastinate and ultimately defeat his object by smothering, as 
far as they can, every particle of evidence, and denying and 
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refusing, as far as they thiuk proper to yenture, every means 
by which the certainty of facts may be satisfactorily proved. 
He is perfectly aware that it requires a magnanimous effort of 
mind in any case to confess oneself in fault, and retrace oar 
steps, especially if individual interest or personal power are 
supposed to be concerned ; and if this is found to be so difficult 
in operation, and so seldom practised in such individual cases, 
a still greater laxity of principle, with a necessary disregard 
of consequences, and obstinate persistency in a wrong course, 
may more frequently be observed in associated or self-elected 
bodies, where the fault, be it little or much, is divided among 
80 many. 

The writer would not be so presumptuous as to suppose that 
his opinions in this respect are of any value, except as they are 
supported by daily experience and general observation, and in 
the present instance he willingly makes every just allowance 
for those members of the Committee, who by their non-resi* 
dence, or their important public or professional engagements, 
or it may possibly be from a well-directed disinclination, have 
kept themselves free from the suspicion of countenancing the 
conduct of certain other members of the Committee, in passing 
the obnoxious because unjustifiable Resolution in question, 
none of whose names, be it observed, appear to the act or 
Resolution itself, nor even that of the Chairman chosen for 
the occasion, which omission, it is submitted, invalidates the 
same, even in point of form. But there was, no doubt, some 
unexplained design, in not submitting the name or names to 
the public eye, which induced them to decline any authorized 
publication of them, although it purports to have been passed 
" unanimously" which, even supposing it to have been ever so 
regular and authentic in form, only serves to shew that public 
bodies, any more than private individuals, are not entirely 
exempt from falling into gross error and some injustice, when 
as they imagine, they are only supporting their own assumed 
self-importance, or acting in defence of some undefined views of 
power or of profit, which too frequently govern all such bodies. 
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But} as reference has been distinctly made in the writer's 
first letter to Dr. Muixfi^y, of 4th November 1839, to certain 
other letters to and from Mr. Henry Fowler and the Rev. 
G. K Kidd, chiefly prior to that date, it may be necessary and 
proper, for the better understanding of the rise and progress of 
this discussion, to introduce such letters here in their due 
order, and also to shew the undeviating consistency and entire 
uniformity of the writer's conduct and pretensions on behalf of 
others as well as himself, contrasted with the wavering policy 
and proceedings of those opposed to him, and to his just claims, 
by the Managing Committee of the Institution, and those who 
act with them. 

To Henry Fowler, Esq, Scarborough, 

Sib, Scarboroughf 2Sd December, 1831. 

I address you as the gratuitous Secretary of a very 
us^ul Institution in this town, known as " The Lancasterian 
^hool Society," in consequence of having just received the 
last Annual Report of the Managing Committee, with a list of 
subscribers, and a statement of the Treasurer's accounts ; and 
although that Report is certainly very satisfactory as far as 
regards the acts, and views of the Committee, and more 
especially with regard to the benefit accruing to the children 
under instruction, I nevertheless feel myself called upon, as 
one of the earliest promoters of this Institution, as well as an 
individual trustee' of the freehold with the buildings, and in 
pursuance thereof, to state very plainly and fully to your 
respected President and Committee, thus officially through 
you, Sir, as their Secretary, my surprise and dissatisfaction at 
the manner in which the financial concerns of this Institution 
have been hitherto conducted, and the mystification which 
appears on the face of the accounts, and the Report, by the 
suppression of the specific amount of the several sums due and 
owing to the particular individuals who so liberally advanced 
on loan the money requisite to complete the purchase of the 
premises, and upon the faith of a due and regular repayment 
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of such loans to each lender in succession, or pro rata, with 
interest in the meantime, hut which repayment, or any 
approach towards it, has heen totally omitted, if not hy impli- 
cation forgotten or denied. 

My further subject of complaint is, that without any 
authority from me, I am named in the List of Subscribers at 
the sum of 18& per annum, with the unimportant omission of 
a letter, and in the italic character to be sure, which character 
it is afterwards explained, is intended to point out such persons 
as are there named ** Shareholders** of the buildings, etc.; 
but I very much doubt the propriety of such designation as 
applicable to the transaction in question ; and I certainly more 
than doubt (be it a misnomer or not), whether it be consistent 
with good policy, or likely to promote the credit and interest 
of the Institution itself, in the support and lasting welfare of 
its financial concerns, being founded, as I conceive, in mistake 
and misconception of the real state of the Society V alSairs, 
which cannot, I believe, be too clearly and faithfully deve- 
loped, in order to bespeak the cordial co-operation and assist- 
ance of the intelligent and humane; for supposing such 
person, especially a stranger, looking over the Report, and the 
Treasurer's Account, and seeing upon the face of them no dis- 
tinct recognition of any debt or incumbrance (which ought in 
equity to be plainly stated at least, and as far as possible 
provided for by gradual instalments), and seeing farther a 
balance in the Treasurer's hands, " chargeable with the salaries 
of the master and mistress, and with other expenses attending 
the. Schools," he will, I apprehend, be very apt to consider 
those other expenses to be the current and ordinary ones 
merely, and of course will seek to apply his benevolent pro- 
pensities to other objects more palpable and pressing, and 
more especially so when he observes there are certain persons 
denominated "Shareholders" with a distinctive mark of cog- 
nizance ; he may very naturally suppose the undertaking is a 
sort of joint-stock speculation, founded on views of sordid 
interest, or individual aggrandisement, and will know how to 
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employ his charitable funds more usefully than by increasing 
the private gains of scheming projectors. 

If therefore the Committee do not see it necessary or 
right to reconsider, and alter their long-established mode of 
stating and conducting the Society's financial afiairs, so as to 
give a reasonable hope of their intention, and wish to act with 
fairness and good faith, by a frank disclosure of the whole of 
the debts and incumbrances upon the Institution, and which I 
believe is the universal practice in all well-regulated associa- 
tions similarly circumstanced, I for one, must seriously pro- 
test against such conduct and proceedings, as involving 
consequences personally offensive, and of very grave importance 
generally, and must then, immediately and unreservedly (yet 
not without pain), withdraw my name, countenance, and sup- 
port to the Institution, in every way and manner whatever. 

I need only say that my usual absence from home at 
the time of the Annual Meeting, and my having just received 
the last Report, are among the reasons which have induced me 
to address you at this time ; though certainly it would be well 
to avoid whatever might possibly cause unwished-for divisions 
upon such a subject; I therefore take the present opportunity 
of expressing my free opinions, for the purpose of your com- 
municating them officially to the worthy President and Com- 
mittee at your convenience. 

I remain. Sir, yours very obediently, 

George Davies. 

The reply of Mr. Fowler follows : — 

Sir, Scarborough^ 29th December, 1831. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
23d instant, which I will take an early opportunity of submitting 
to the President and Committee of the Lancasterian Schools, 
who I am sure will feel much pleasure in doing every thing 
in their power to remove the cause of complaint you mention. 
Perhaps I may be allowed to add that, from my personal 
knowledge of the managers of the Institution, I feel persuaded 
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the manner of stating the accounts, which has given you so 
much dissatisfaction, has been wholly unintentional, and that 
it will be to them, as it is to me, a matter of sincere regret 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your very obedient servant, 

G. Davies, Esq. Henrt Fowler. 



Although from the tone and temper of the foregoing reply, 
a further answer from Mr. Fowler might naturally have been 
expected, yet none was subsequently received. This important 
letter is, however, exceedingly specious, and as regards himself 
personally, no doubt sincere, but in reality it amounts to little 
more than an inflated opinion of his colleagues, and of a 
promise to lay the letter sent to him before the President and 
Committee at their next meeting. Mr. Fowler's well-known 
experience in such matters might have testified to him, that 
neither public schools, nor religious foundations, nor chapels, are 
ever erected as gambling speculations for the investment of a 
joint-stock capital in shares, at an uncertain rate of interest, or 
it may be producing no interest, but rather risk and loss ; on 
the contrary, they are, or should be, conducted on fixed and 
honourable principles, with fair promise of reimbursement, 
and reasonable and moderate interest in the meantime. On 
such principles I contend, and always have insisted, the affairs 
of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools were permanently 
established in the year 1813, immediately upon the execution 
of the. declaration of Trust, which deed was entered into and 
signed by the writer and eight other persons (although at 
present but two of them survive), and the same still remains 
in full force and efiect in the hands of Mr. John Rowntree, or 
others, with his privity or permission. But as the further 
exposition of this amusing and crafty fallacy of a few of the 
good Friends, the Quakers, to assimilate, if they can, this Edu- 
cational Institution to the Cliff Bridge, or railroad, or joint- 
stock bank, or any other money speculation of modem times, 
will be hereafter more fully discussed, it may be here proper 
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to remark, in order to avoid mistake, that it is hoped the 
unreasonahle pretensions and censures of & few out of many of 
the respectable and justly valued Society of Friends in these 
parts, must be not understood as extending to the general mass 
of that Society elsewhere ; and the writer has too favourable 
an opinion of them to expect or believe, that any large or 
respectable portion of them will openly attempt to countenance, 
much less to vindicate, such conduct in reference to any similar 
institutions, whether educational or religious, which bear any 
analogy to, or have been originally formed and founded on 
the established principles of these Scarborough Lancasteriam 
Schools. For the present, it is only further necessary to say, 
that in December 1831, when Mr. Fowler's letter was written. 
Dr. Murray was President of the Institution, as he has been 
ever since ; and it may therefore be presumed he could not be 
altogether ignorant of this correspondence with Mr. Fowler, 
especially as it was brought under his notice in the first letter 
sent to him, of the 4th of November 1839: and how far this 
agrees in spirit with the late Resolution of the Committee of 
7th January last, being the first formal announcement during 
the space of twenty-seven years, from 1813 to 1840, of such a 
monstrous heap of unfounded doctrinal absurdities and bold 
assumptions, the reader will, in the sequel, be enabled to judge 
for himself. 

With regard to the correspondence ^vith the Rev. 6. B. 
Kidd, the writer was equally consistent and decided in the 
expression of his sentiments and views, and it fortunately 
happens that he is enabled from early acquired habits of order 
to give the following correct copies of all these letters in their 
due place and respective dates. But first premising that the 
Rev. Mr. Kidd, having on Sunday afternoon the 17th June, 
1838, read from his pulpit a MS. notice or address to his 
congregation respecting the Schools in question, and this, be 
it observed, took place only two or three days previous to the 
writer's intention of leaving Scarborough upon an annual visit 
to London among his family and friends, which was generally 
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known in the place, and that at this time even his seat in the 
Mail had been engaged, — the writer, after the conclusion of the 
service, went into the vestry, and requested to have a sight of 
it, after which he returned it to Mr. Kidd and retired from 
the chapel without any remark ; but immediately perceiving 
that it was drawn up, and read in his presence, so as that his 
silent acquiescence might hereafter be construed unfavourably 
to his just claims, or that his resistance to it might embarrass 
his projected journey, which had already been decided upon, 
he next morning early wrote and sent to Rev. Mr. Kidd the 
letter following : — 

Scarborough^ Monday morning, 
Mv Dear Sir, ISth June, 1838. 

I did not think it right to discompose your mind yes- 
terday, or disarrange the mode of your communication last 
evening, respecting the Lancasterian Schools, but having some 
time ago submitted my objections to the course pursued by its 
conductors in a letter to Mr. Henry Fowler, the then and I 
suppose the present Secretary of the Institution (which re- 
quired an answer, although none has ever yet been given), 
I have only to say, that perfectly agreeing with you on the 
desirableness of it being adequately supported on its own 
intrinsic merits, the statement you made is, I conceive, founded 
on partial and incomplete views of the question, and conse- 
quently so far fallacious on the score of ordinary business trans- 
actions, which I cannot but consider to have been miserably 
mutilated and mismanaged by the discreditable proceedings of 
some parties, in denying the applicability of its pecuniary 
funds to any other objects than the current expenses of the 
establishment, and throwing out of account, as unworthy of 
notice, the liberal and generous advances of the original 
founders, not only without any just and honourable considera- 
tion, but very lately, as in my particular case, with the most 
marked intentional insult and obloquy, and attributing my 
opposition of such proceedings to sordid and corrupt motives. 
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On these accounts, I think, the Society can expect no penn»» 
nent success in its operations ; at any rate I shall think it my 
duty to protest against such conduct, as I have ahready done 
in part in my letter to Mr. Fowler, and which I now formally 
and fearlessly repeat to you, with the further assurance that, 
although open to conviction I trust, on this as on all occasions, 
I can never allow myself to be put down by clamour, or 
permit any one to impute improper motives to my opinions 
and conduct, without indignantly repelling the insult and 
injury intended thereby. 

I remain, dear Sir, your most obedient Servant, 
Rev. G. B* Kidd, Scarborough. George Davies.. 

The following is a Copy of the Rev. Mr. Kidd^s answer : — 

Mt Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged to you for the kind consideration 
which led you to defer your remarks on the address respecting 
the Lancasterian Schools till to-day. The letter to which you 
refer was read at a Committee meeting (or at least was pro- 
duced, and I think read throughout) at which I was present ; 
I forget what decided : perhaps I was unable to stay the close. 

Mr. H. Fowler accepted the office of Secretary, on the 
express understanding that the work was to be done chiefly 
by others. At a recent meeting of the friends of the Schools, 
Mr. W. Rowntree was nominated as his colleague or successor, 
and is now mrtudUy the Secretary. If you wish it, I will 
hand your note to him, but at present feel myself precluded 
by urgent engagements from entering into a discussion re- 
lating to facts of a date long before my connexion with the 
Committee. Indeed, since that began, very little, almost no- 
thing of the management has been taken by. 

Dear Sir, yours very respectfully, 

G. B. KiDDw 

P. S. — I distinctly recollect that no terms of the kind 
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you mention were used at the meeting referred to, nor ever in 
my hearing in connexion with this business. 
Queen Sireet, June 18, 1838. 

An acknowledgment was returned to the foregoing on the 
same day:— 

Scarborough, Monday evening^ 
Mr Dear Si^, 18 June, 1838. 

in reply to your obliging note of this date, I can have 
no objection, indeed it is my particular wish, that the contents 
of mine to you of this morning should be brought under the 
special notice of all persons who feel interested in the good 
management of the affairs of the Schools, with a view to a 
better understanding of the rights of all parties, and particu*^ 
larly to remove some very calumnious aspersions and reflec- 
tions which have recentiy been circulated, and indeed openly 
avowed to me in person, at the suggestion of others. But I 
disdain to notice such unworthy conduct of some individuals, 
and will on no account enter into any personal controversy on 
the subject I shall only re-assert my former position, and 
shall constantly enforce it by every legitimate and proper 
means in my power, and upon all occasions. 

I remain. Dear Sir, very respectfully yours, 

Rev. G. B. Kidd, Scarborough. George Davies. 

The address publicly read by Mr. Kidd was in his own 
hand-writing, and in the course of Monday and Tuesday 
morning was circulated in a printed form generally through 
the town, and a copy left at my house, but it was unaccom- 
panied by the writer's letters which stated the grounds of his 
dissent and dissatisfaction, and it was well understood that the 
writer had no opportunity of making them public, as he was 
immediately going from home, so that here the correspondence 
closed, and he took his departure on the same day. 

Thus far it appears to have been the systematic scheme and 
general drift and tenor of conduct of the managing Committee 

d2 
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of the Schools, to discourage and impede all fair investigation 
or inquiry into the original grounds of the Institution, and to 
adopt any and every stratagem to deter the writer from the 
assertion of the just rights of himself and all others concerned 
and interested in the great questions of principle and justice 
which are mainly involved in this case; hut hitherto, with 
that mysterious concert and consciousness of defect which 
would screen itself hy taking advantage of the simplicity and 
want of husiness-like hahits which are so frequently to he met 
with in persons of exalted worth in every other respect. This 
may account for the unenviable prominence which has been 
given by this subtle proceeding of the small party of Friends, 
or Quakers, and their immediate connexions, not merely on 
the suggestion of this otherwise laudable interference of the 
Rev. Mr. Kidd, but in the still more extended ramification 
and development of the scheme in the subsequent corre- 
spondence of the President, Dr. Murray, which will hereafter 
be disclosed. However, before entering on this enlarged and 
progressively interesting view of the case, the writer would 
first insert one or two later notes which passed between the 
Rev. Mr. Kidd and himself on this same subject, as follows: — 

Scarborough, Wednesday evening, 

Dear Sir, 13 November, 1839. 

As I have again been subjected lately to renewed 
excitement and much irritating annoyance on account of my 
unfortunate connexion with the Lancasterian School here, I 
have felt myself indispensably called upon to submit to Dr. 
Murray, the President, a full and fair statement of the wrong- 
ful and unjust treatment I have received, in return for my 
good offices in the establishment or rather re-establishment of 
the Schools in 1813, and asserted my rightful claim to be 
heard and satisfied both on pecuniary and personal grounds. 
J^ such statements I was necessarily obliged to refer to a 
correspondence that took place between us sometime ago 
upon this very subject, and which I authorized you to com- 
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municate to the Secretary and Managers of the Schools, as I 
was going from Scarborough immediately. Not having had 
any direct communication from you that you had done so, 
and as it is a matter of increased urgency and importance, 
may I request of you to inform me whether you did or did 
not comply with my wish in this respect, and whether any 
and what results followed. 

I hope I may not have occasion to trouble you further 
on this unpleasant business; and at any rate shall introduce 
your name as sparingly as I possibly can. 

I am, dear Sir, your most obedient Servant, 
To Rev. G. B. Kidd. George Davieb. 

To this Mr. Kidd sent the following reply : — 

Dear Sir, 

My memory told me, on reading your note, that I 
handed the correspondence referred to to Mr. W. Rowntree, 
as one of the Secretaries. This impression he has confirmed 
within the last half-hour. I thank you for the avoiding to 
make much use of my name, etc. 

Yours very truly, 

G. Davies, Esq. G. B. Kidd. 

Nov. 14. 

These terminate the writer's pubUc appeals to the Rev. Mr. 
Kidd, but not so his private intercourse, and he acknowledges 
with grateful pleasure several instances of this kind, but in 
none has he discovered any sympathy or wish to be of use in 
alleviating or diminishing the load of unmerited injury and 
difficultjr with which he was quite aware the writer was en- 
compassed, and which, in fact, his own indiscreet conduct, at 
the suggestion of others, had served rather to aggravate, as 
indeed was the evident object and intention of the instigators. 

By the same persons, and with the same intentions, I have 
no doubt the two young Quaker brothers, George and James 
Mennell, were induced, (upon my calling at their shop on Thurs- 
day the 24ith of October 1839), to offer the writer a gratuitous 
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intuit, as ihe elder of them had done sometime before, but for 
whichi upon giving up his authority, he had received forgive- 
ness ; — a repetition of such unworthy conduct occasioned the 
following letter to them the next morning : — 

Mutrs, George and Jamee Metmett, 

Sirs, Friday morning, 26ih October, 1839. 

Persuaded as I am, and indeed as you have before 
confessed, that in the calumnious insinuations and charges 
which you have broached, and stUl continue to entertain, as 
to my connexion with the Lancasterian Schools, you have 
some prompter, whose object is anything but creditable, and . 
considering also that you can have no personal knowledge 
of the original institution of these Schools, about thirty 
years ago, I am much disposed to pity and pardon your 
indiscretion in again obtruding your offensive remarks upon 
my notice ; but I cannot so readily overlook the meanness 
that would convey a disguised insult on me by your medium, 
rather than by open and direct means—which latter, you may 
be sure, I should much prefer to any such dastardly and 
covert mode of annoyance. In consequence of what passed 
yesterday, and your imputing to me unjust and improper 
motives, I have had a restless night, which, in my situation, 
is no trifling matter, and I shall look for a frank explanation 
from you in reply, as to your real views and intentions by 
such conduct. 

I remain, your sincere friend and well wisher, 

George Davies. 

To this civil letter, however, in the true spirit of their 
Quaker stoicism and self-importance, no answer whatever was 
returned. But it is material to observe here, that they, and 
G. M. especially, on this and several former occasions, had 
been urging me to take shares in the new-projected << Cliff 
Bridge and Spa Buildings' Association or Company, " which 
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I constantly resisted ; and, at last, to avoid their importunities, 
told them not to trouble me further on the subject, ^having 
ever declined all such doubtful schemes and speculations in 
Scarborough, and that I would not have them, even for a gift. 
This rather disconcerted and nettled them, and they replied 
(as the writer has heard others observe), that, supposing the 
shares produced little or no interest, it would still indirectly 
benefit the shopkeepers and others, by the greater influx of 
strangers during the simimer season, and that, consequently, 
the more shares that could be dispersed and disposed of, so 
much the better for the town. The writer knows not to what 
extent such shares may have been issued and sold, but the spe- 
culation being altogether a voluntary, and not a parliamentary 
undertaking, it concerns the holders of them to look to that, 
and not him. But can any reasonable person believe that these 
repealed provocations and insulti had no determinate object? 
Be this as it may, the writer was resolved to enter into no 
connexion whatever with such schemes and speculations, as 
he never in any -case countenanced or approved of, and which 
the parties themselves seemed to think were hopeless as 
such, and grounded chiefly on the principle of the additional 
business it might possibly create. in the to#h; this also being 
very problematical and uncertain. No plan of insult 'or inti- 
midation, however, shall deter him from espousing the cause 
of justice and right, and from asserting the interests of the 
widow and the fatherless, rand of the aged and necessitous, 
who, helple« themselves, need some friend to interfere in 
their behalf. 

The further development of this extraordinary, and some- 
what delicate investigation, respecting the Lancasterian Schools, 
necessarily brings the writer, much to his regret, into contact 
with, or rather of amicable opposition to, his excellent friend 
Dr. Murray, the worthy President of these Scarborough Schools ; 
and it was with extreme reluctance, and not without many 
painful sensations, that the writer at last, as a matter of para- 
mount duty to others, as well as himself, made up his mind to 
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place the whole affair before that gentleman, in his official 
character, which he did by letter, of the 4th of NoTember 
1839, which has already been printed at page 3 of this pre- 
sent work. In &ct, it is well known to many that he war 
▼isited with severe illness, but, by prompt and skilful manage- 
ment, happily not one of long duration, brought on entirely by 
the excitement and agitation of mind arising out of these con- 
flicting sensations. But so soon as he had once determined (Hi 
pursuing a straightforward course, regardless of consequences, 
he found his peace, and comfort, and health, considerably 
restored, and he reconciled himself to all puny attempts at 
misrepresentation or calumny, come from whatever quarter 
they might, by the consciousness of having never justly de- 
served them by any act of his own, especially from professed 
firiends. However, in this respect he is not worse off than that 
distinguished *< Friend", the celebrated Joseph Lancaster, a man 
of consummate self-possession and devotedness to the good of 
mankind, who, on more than one occasion, had to complain of 
the mortification of *' being worried^ goaded^ and even mtulied 
by his own friends" (exactly my case) ; — " and that the act, 
being the act of individuals, and not of the boefy" (of Quaker 
Friends), '* was a stretch of authority which he did not expect, 
and would not submit to, although they had given him " (like 
myself) '* a severe fit of the bile ; and all the harm he " (good- 
humouredly) ** wished might befial them was, that they would 
take it again and divide it among themselves, as they were 
many and he only one, and such division would make it light 
to them, and he would get rid of a heavy burthen at an easy 
rate." So true it is, and ever will be, that *'a man's foes'* 
(pre-eminently so) " shall be they of his own house " (Matt. 
X. 36) ; it is well, therefore, to know it, and to have the conso- 
lation of suffering in good company. For Dr. Murray, pei> 
sonally, the writer has long cherished a profound respect, and 
he believes the attachment has been mutually interesting and 
agreeable ; but in matters of justice and principle, whilst he 
reserves to himself an uncontrolled right of private judgment. 
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he is willing to concede the same right to every other person. 
The letter last referred to, of 4th November, was read ov^r, 
before it was sent, to a medical friend, who was attending 
upon him ; and its delivery produced a desire for a personal 
interview, which, of course, could not be objected to ; and on 
the 6th of November Dr. M. called about ten o'clock A.if ., whilst 
at breakfast, and after a little general conversation he said, 
'* he had received my letter of the 4th, and though he could 
not agree with me in everything, he should lay it before the 
Managers, and they would come to some conclusion soon : that 
Mr. John Rowntree was considered the best acquainted with 
the origin of the Schools, and intimated that they could not 
pay one, without paying aU; but a few days would enable him 
and them to consider the matter in all its bearings ; and that I 
should be informed very shortly." I quite approved of the 
course he had taken, and we parted very friendly. It appears 
the Doctor called a second and a third time, when I was either 
out, or particularly engaged, and did not see him, and not 
receiving any written communication from him in the course 
of a fortnight, the writer addressed a note to him, of which the 
following is a correct copy : — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough^ ISth November, 1839. 

You will, I know, permit me, with all possible courtesy 
to remind you, that a fortnight has just elapsed since the date 
of my last to you of the 4th instant, upon the subject of the, 
Lancasterian Schools, and which I avowedly addressed to you, 
in due form, as President of the Institution, and have as yet 
had no reply to it, nor any other acknowledgment of it than 
the verbal notice you were so polite as to give me upon a 
friendly morning call at my house two days after. In the 
interim, however, I have ascertained, by a note from the Rev. 
Mr. Kidd, that my previous correspondence with him, some 
time since, on the same subject, had been, agreeably to my 
desire, placed in the hands of Mr. W. Rowntree, one of the 
Secretaries, for the purpose of being laid before the Managers, 
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and others in general ; but whether it was so exhibited, or at 
all considered, Mr. Kidd says nothing. I was not before 
aware that the concerns of the Schools required the aid of more 
than one secretary, but under such a double system, there is 
the less excuse for any neglect or irregularity on their part I 
wait with some interest to be informed by you, Sir, what course 
the Managers have resolved to pursue in this business, which 
you cannot but feel becomes every day more and more indis- 
pensably connected with the respectability and prosperity of 
the concern ; and in this, as in every other action of my life, I 
challenge the most rigid scrutiny, and the most public exa- 
mination and exposure, if in any instance I have erred from 
the path of rectitude and honour, however some may be dis- 
posed to reproach me in no very measured terms. 
I remain, very respectfully, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Peter Murray, Esq., M.D., etc. etc George Davies. 

This produced an early reply, dated next day, as follows : — 

Dear Sir, Tuesday, November \9th, 

I have thus thrice been most unlucky in calling when 
you were engaged— once at breakfast (later than your usual 
hour, or I would not have intruded), another time at your 
dinner, and again just now— that there almost seems a spell 
against our meeting. The fact is, that having so often cor- 
responded with you on the most agreeable matters, I felt 
reluctant to write on any thing unpleasant to one whose 
friendship and intercourse I so much value, and I hope and 
trust our future correspondence will not ever again be broken 
in upon by this unpleasing and untoward topic. I laid your 
letter before Mr. John Rowntree, etc., and have never yet 
myself had an answer, probably from that gentleman having 
been much absent from home since November came in; and 
even to-day^ on inquiring^ I find he and many of the Society 
of Friends are at Pickering. I freely must say that I do not 
know the original agreement when the Lancasterian Schools 
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were establishedi or rather when a change took place in the 
Jirst arrangements; but always deemed their constitution to 
resemble that of every other public charitable or literary 
institution in which I have been concerned^ where no interest 
is ever looked for, and where certain privileges are given in 
lieu to the shareholders. Pardon me, my dear Sir, when I 
add that I cannot help thinking you have not taken your 
umaJ. clear view of this business, and that there has been some 
cross reading^ if we may so say. The funds, too, of this 
valuable School, the chief educational institution here for the 
catholic religious instruction of the poor, are far too depressed 
to enable it to pay off the debt, and one claim could not be 
paid to the exclusion of the other shareholders. As to the 
concluding passage of your note, I do not quite understand 
the meaning; but I am very sure that no man who really 
knows you would ever suspect your honour or rectitude ; and as 
to the reproaches of others, they are not worth noticing. 

Excuse this lengthy scrawl, of which I am heartily 
tired, and believe me, dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend and obedient servant, 
George Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 

This letter clearly shews that the Doctor did not officially 
call the whole of the Committee together, as the President of 
the Institution, and lay my letter before them, but, instead of 
doing so, ''he laid it before Mr. John Rowntree, etc. etc." 
Qnost likely a few other of the Friends), " and had never yet 
himself had an answer, probably fi'om that gentleman having 
been much absent from home since November came in, and 
even to-day, on inquiring, I find he and many of the Society of 
Friends are at Pickering,*' etc. This, to say the least, is 
certainly a very untoward beginning. I never expected Dr. 
Murray would have put my letter into the hands of Mr. John 
Rowntree, except for the purpose of getting a Committee meet- 
ing with as little delay as possible; however, Mr. Rowntree, it 
would seem, thought it expedient to take time and deliberate 
with his Society of Friends, not only at Scarborough, bul also 
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at Pickering, but whether at a monthly or quarterly meeting 
of such Friends does not appear. 

The Doctor then candidly admits thus much — ** I freely 
must say that I do not know the original agreement when the 
Lancasterian Schools were established, or rather when a change 
took place in the first arrangements." Now this is frank and 
honest, and if he had kept to this, and thrown the onus of 
proof on the Committee, all would have been well; but he 
proceeds to a variety of fanciful theories of his own creation, 
or, what is more likely, were suggested to him by others, but, 
nevertheless, still distinctly admits the existence of a debt on 
the Institution, and the inahUiti/ to pay it off. But has there 
ever been any disposition or effort made towards it, either in 
whole or in part? — None whatever. But a contrary disposition 
to shirk the question altogether; nor will the Friends, as a 
body, judging by experience, ever seriously set about it, so 
long as they can engross the patronage and funds of the 
Institution, and give them a direction entirely consonant to 
their own views, which will be more clearly shewn in the 
sequel. In short, whatever there may be of fairness and 
frankness in Dr. Murray's letter, I place wholly to the Doctor's 
account, and whatever of the reverse must be attributed to 
others; and it is in this light that the future correspondence 
must be viewed, because having placed himself in their hands, 
after confessing his ignorance of the original constitution of the 
Schools, and permitting them to hold over my letter, addressed 
to him, upwards of two months, without coming to any expla- 
nation or resolution upon it themselves, it is clear that they 
wished to avail themselves of the Doctor's personal influence 
and character, in order the better to answer their own purposes. 

To Dr. Murray's letter of the 19th November, the writer 
sent the following reply : — 

Scarborough^ Saturday Morning, 

Dear Sir, 2Qd November^ 1839. 

I beg to acknowledge with many thanks, your much 
esteo^ed letter of 19th instant, now before me. I cannot be 
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insensible to the many touching expressions of sincere friend- 
ship and personal regard which it contains, of which, however, 
I never doubted, and all of which I most cheerfull}^ reciprocate, 
and shall be happy to exemplify on every occasion. It is, 
indeed, a great consolation to me, amidst the clamour of party 
bigotry, and the sallies of unmerited obloquy with which I 
have, for so long time had to contend, that I can now recognise 
in you, my dear Sir, the polished gentleman, the faithful 
friend, and a cautious, consistent, and peace-loving member of 
the community. I only wish every one was like yourself, and 
then there would be more of real charity, and genuine urbanity, 
and good faith everywhere prevalent But with respect to the 
main matter of business upon which, in my two former letters, 
I addressed you in your public capacity as " the President of 
the Lancasterian Schools," I would just observe, that as your 
communication of 19th instant above referred to contains the 
following candid confession ; viz. — ** I must freely admit that 
I. do not know the original agreement when the Lancasterian 
Schools were established, or rather when a change took place 
in the first arrangements," etc., and as it like' wise further states, 
** I laid your first letter (of the 4th instant) before Mr. John 
Rowntree, etc. etc., and have not yet myself had an answer, 
probably from that gentleman having been much absent from 
home since November came in, and even to-day on inquiring^ 
I find he and many of the Society of Friends are at Pickering." 
Upon these accounts, I presume, you have found it difficult to 
convene a Public Meeting, so as to obtain that assistance and 
sanction which you must find so necessary in your peculiar 
situation ; under such untoward circumstances I cannot but 
thoroughly approve of your declining to give any distinct and 
positive answer to my first letter, when you had it not before 
you to refer to (and of course could not be sufficiently pre- 
pared or authorized so to do), but rather chose to await the 
return of those gentlemen from Pickering, in order that they 
may, after so long and mature consideration and advice with 
each other, answer it for themselves and the Society they 



40 BISTORT AND MYSTERY OF 

represent, without exposing you to any additional trouble or 
inconvenience other than as the legitimate channel of its con- 
veyance to me ; and I am now waiting such answer without 
anxiety, through your auspicious medium, and trust I shall be 
favoured with it at the earliest possible opportunity. 
Remaining as ever, my dear Sir, 

Yours very respectfully and faithfully, 
Peter Murray, Esq. m.d., etc. George Davibs. 

More than a week having expired from the date of this 
letter without receiving any communication from Dr. Murray, 
the writer was induced to address him again on the subject by 
the following note : — 

Scarborough^ Wednesday Morrdng, 
Dear Sir, 4<A December y 1839. 

Ten days having elapsed since I last addressed you on 
the 23rd ultimo, upon the subject of the Lancasterian Schools, 
and exactly one month since the date of my first application 
of the 4th ultimo was made to you, by the exhibition of such 
facts and arguments as I humbly conceive deserved the serious 
attention of every person concerned, but without having as yet 
elicited any notice whatever from the Officers and Managers 
in reply thereto ; I am again obliged, out of great respect and 
deference to you personally, and in despite of my own feelings 
on the subject, to make this further public appeal through 
your medium, to every due sense of equity and propriety, for 
the expression of their deliberate judgment and determination 
upon the case I have stated and mean to adhere to, until I 
am convinced of my error by any counter-statement of facts 
and reasonings which it may be possible for them to adduce 
and substantiate, to invalidate the same. 

I should be sorry if, after thirty years connexion with 
Scarborough, I am still so little known as that any one could 
suppose I would sedulously and constantly persist in any 
matter of public business, but upon conviction and principle ; 
and that, having at all times so steadily engaged in it, I should 
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now, at my age, cease from pursuing it in a straightforward 
and honourable manner, perfectly regardless of all intimida- 
tion, whether open or covert, and the more subtle snares of 
seductive influence or inconsiderate example, come from what- 
ever quarter they may ; for I unhesitatingly maintain that the 
existence of good faith and general confidence in all public 
transactions of a pecuniary character are necessarily involved 
in its consequences, and that even the higher considerations of 
sound moral feeling and judicious expediency are deeply con- 
cerned therein. You will perceive, therefore, that I do not 
contend for barren speculations or groundless chimeras, but 
for most important realities and beneficial practical results, 
more or less affecting every department of society and of 
civilized life: and let the issue be successful or otherwise, I 
am resolved to do my duty so far as I can conscientiously 
discern it, and it is my earnest wish and confident expectation 
that you will do the same in your public capacity, as it is well 
known you do in all your privcUe concerns. I therefore have 
good reason to rely on your early acknowledgment of this 
and my former letter of 23d ult, and also to be favoured with 
the results of your communications with the gentlemen from 
Pickering and other friends capable of giving, and whose duty 
it is to give you, advice and assistance in this very unpleasant 
busines to both of us. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours very respectfully and truly, 

George Davies. 
Peter Murray, Esq. m.d., etc.. 
President of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

To these two last letters Dr. Murray was pleased to send 
the following answer, which was delivered on the morning of 
the 5th December : — 

Dear Sir, Bette Fue, December 4th, 1839. 

I can assure you that you need not have suspected me 
of forgetfulness of my promise to acquaint you whenever your 
application had been laid before the Committee of the Lancas- 
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terian Schools ; and now I beg leave to add, that a Committee 
will be held on some evening in the Latter part of next week, 
preparatory to the general examination, etc. of the children, 
when your application will be discussed, and the result without 
delay sent to you by the Secretaries as the official organs of 
the Managers, which will be far more proper than continuing 
this correspondence on so unpleasant a topic, which can lead 
to nothing more profitable or agreeable, especially as contrasted 
with the very many pleasing and instructive letters which 
were wont to pass formerly between you and me ; and though 
I must at once decline the persevering in the present disagree- 
able correspondence, still I always shall look back with plea* 
sure on that of past hours, and always shall be happy to renew 
it, observing at the same time that this subject, so much 
regretted, did not originate with myself, and seems to me to 
hang upon the most insignificant cause. 

Let me again, my dear Sir, remark that the funds of 
the Lancasterian Schools have never been in a condition to 
pay off the Shareholders; any legacy, etc. being swallowed up 
to meet the current expenses, and therefore, on the ground of 
fair dealing, not any thing appears to be more unfair or inde- 
corous than the pajrment of one Shareholder to the exclusion 
of the rest ; and to pay all, is plainly impossible. The position 
seems just the same with the shareholders in the Cliff Bridge, 
Museum, and Library, here, and innumerable institutions 
elsewhere, where the holders of shares receive certain rights 
and privileges equivalent to certain annual subscriptions, and 
if discontented with such, never look to the Company for the 
valtte of their shares, but must bring them into the public market, 
where the worth of a thing is what it will bring. Without 
doubt you are fully aware that this valuable School has for 
years been assisted by many of its subscribers far beyond 
iheir annual gifts, or otherwise the Institution could not have 
gone on. And now, in conclusion, believe me. 

Dear Sir, your faithful friend, 
George Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 



THE SCARBOROUGH LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS. 43 

It 18 rather remarkable that no distinct reference by date it 
made to either of the two letters, to which however this letter 
seems intended as an answer. It is equally indefinite and 
indistinct as to the time of the meeting of the Committee, and 
no less so as regards the main object of those letters, which 
was simply to obtain an official answer from the Committee, 
not the private opinions of Dr. Murray, which in a manner 
foretels their decision, and would forbid the continuance of 
the correspondence " on so unpleasant a topic, which can lead 
to nothing profitable or agreeable." In short, exactly such 
remarks as would be suggested to him by those of the Society 
of Friends with whom he had deposited my several letters, and 
whose anticipated aid he would seem to have invoked and 
pre-engaged, and to have undertaken their defence as their 
chosen leader and interpreter, even a full month before the 
promulgation of their own pompous resolution took* place. 
Such being the view taken of this answer by the writer of this 
History or Narrative Statement, he purposely passed over in 
silence all that Dr. M.'s good friends had suggested to him, 
calculated to mislead by their ingenious devices and plausible 
sophistries, and which the Doctor had thus set forth and 
advanced in their behalf, without adequate information or 
authority, being himself, as he had before admitted, quite un- 
acquainted with the merits of the case, in these emphatic 
words — <' I must freely say that I do not know the original 
agreement when the Laneasterian Schools were established," 
etc. But justly appreciating, however, Dr. M.'s benevolent 
and honourable feelings, the writer very readily responded to 
them, with all due consideration and courtesy, by the follow- 
ing note : — 

My Dear Sir, Scarborough, 16th December, 1839. 

After the veiy decided expression of your sentiments 
(and permit me to say, with no unkindly feeling towards you, 
before inquiry and investigation) contained in your last favour 
of the 4th instant, you may be assured that it is with extreme 
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reluctance I again take up my pen upon a subject which I 
can truly say is quite as disagreeable to me as it can be to 
you. But we are equally involved in the matter, and are bound 
to go through with it, on public grounds^ and on public grounds 
alone. You say, and say very truly, ** this subject did not 
originate with myself." I reply — Neither did it originate with 
me, but is of long standing, as my first letter of 4th Novem- 
ber last most fully demonstrates. I shall be rejoiced indeed, 
with you, when the grounds of the present suspension of our 
former friendly intercourse shall be removed out of the way, 
by a frank and full confession of any errors or faults on either 
side. But in the proper elucidation of these matters, involving, 
as I confidently assert, principles and considerations of the 
gravest importance, it has always been my practice through 
life to apply to head-quarters for the representation and 
redres» of any grievance, rather than to underlings in office. 
It was so in early life, when in a foreign country, and under 
a military government, with only few friends, and but little 
known, and it has continued with me to the present time, with 
less, indeed, of bodily or mental energy, but abundantly com- 
pensated by the accession of valuable and esteemed friends, 
wherever I have lived long enough to be known ; and, not- 
withstanding our present apparent division, I do assure you. 
Sir, I will never quarrel with one I so much esteem as your- 
self (say or think whatever you may about me), nor will I, 
by God's help, render myself unworthy of yours, or knowingly 
do anything to sully my name, character, or station, by any 
discreditable or dishonourable conduct whatever; and one of 
our mutual friends has lately said, *' It is a pity that circum- 
stances should have placed two such men (I mean no empty 
compliment) in an opposite position." Sir, I reiterate the 
sentiment, and lament the cause. 

I have thus briefly, I hope not offensively, apologised 
I need not say, but accounted for the necessity' of the present 
address, and shall proceed now to state the intention and 
design of it, in as few words as the case may require 
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Last Thursday morning, 12tb instant, I received a note, 
a very extraordinary one truly, signed ** Wm. Rowntree," 
written, he says, as "one of the Secretaries of the Lancas- 
terian Schools ;" it beats date the preceding evening, and was, 
of course, dictated while fresh in his memory, at or imme- 
diately after the meeting of the Committee of Managers that 
same evening. This was precise and praiseworthy conduct on 
his part; but bow is it, I would ask, that it does not bear the 
signatures of the two joint Secretaries ? Since your last letter 
to me, of the 4th instant, contains these emphatic words, viz., 
'* A meeting of the Committee will be held on some evening 
in the latter part of next week, etc., when your application 
will be discussed, and the result, without delay, sent to you by 
the Secretaries, as the official organs of the Managers." 

From these plural words, so prominently marked by 
yourself in the MS., how is it, I repeat, that this short and 
most extraordinary note was not signed by both the Secretaries, 
instead of one? Was there any disagreement subsisting, or 
was the dissidant Secretary unwilling to commit himself to the 
bold experimental measure oi his coadjutor in office? I make 
no further comment on the matter, than that it disagrees with 
your previous letter, and that there seems a mystery about it 
which time alone will reveal. 

I surmise, however, the secret meaning is, that the 
Quaker Secretary writes for and as his sect and party wished 
him to write, but that the other Methodist or Independent 
Secretary thought proper to omit his signature, for reasons 
which he considered prudent and just ones. Upon the very 
form and structure, therefore, of this extraordinary note, I take 
a decided preliminary objection, not because I am much sur- 
prised, much less alarmed at it, but because of its informality, — 
and because knowing well by experience the dilatory and 
evasive course of practice observed among many of the Society of 
Friends (not all) — I could not but anticipate something of the 
same kind on the present occasion ; and believe me, dear Sir, 
I pay you only a well-merited compliment when I say, that, 
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but for your gentlemanly connexion in the Presidentship of 
this Institution, I might have waited a long time indeed, 
without even getting this sorry, this very unsatisfactory, note 
from any of them. For proof of this remark, I must again 
beg leave to refer you to my first letter of the 4th of No- 
vember last. 

But I not only object to this note in point of /orm, but 
insist also that in point of laWf equity and justice, it is alto- 
gether unreasonable and indefensible. Upon the very face of 
it a claim is admitted to exist on my part against the Managers 
of the Institution, which they will not condescend to enter 
upon the consideration of (after twenty-five or twenty-seven 
years' patient endurance, and regardless of repeated repre- 
sentations and remonstrances), without first exacting, or atr 
tempting to exact, an unlawful, an unreasonable, and let me 
add an impracticable condition, and which they know in their 
own consciences to be so ; their demand being that I should 
first give them, or a sub-committee appointed by them, the 
examination of a certain Trust-deed, which they artfully insi- 
nuate I possess, and which, by possibility, might tend to esta- 
blish my claim, not with any view, express or implied, of 
allowing if^ but that they may find some plausible pretext for 
still keeping the question in agitation and uncertainty, and by 
such means defeat or defer those claims with the quibbling and 
sophistry of their own invention. Now can anything be more 
monstrous than this! ! They either imagine, by this concession 
on my part, to be able to arm themselves with weapons so 
furnished, to nullify my pretensions (but they are greatly mis- 
taken), or, on the other hand, if I refuse to accede to their 
unreasonable demand (as I well might do), that such refusal 
will afibrd them a poor and pitifiil pretext to prolong the issue 
of the discussion indefinitely, on account of such non-com- 
pliance. With some such views the Quaker Secretary is in- 
structed to add to his note aforesaid, the following kind and 
characteristic intimation, that *' the sub- committee will be glad 
to consult thy convenience, but one of them is absent." 
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Now, Sir, it is my design to defeat them in such a 
nefarious project, and therefore, without any sort of necessity, 
and, indeed, in defiance of their wily schemes and stratagems, 
I herehy offer you the private inspection of the only deed I ever 
had in my hands respecting this Institution, hut it is not the 
Deed declaratory of the Trusts, commonly called the Trust- 
deed, which deed I never possessed or had any right to possess, 
heing one of the parties and co-Trustees named therein of the 
Schools in question, and however startling the assertion may 
seem, I have no hesitation in saying that I verily helieve the 
RowNTREE FAMILY ARE NOW IN POSSESSION OF IT, or know where 
it is to be found, because I always understood and believed that 
the elder John Rowntree, deceased, had it in his care and 
keeping, as the then chief of the Friends' Society, and principal 
mover (though no money-lender) in the origin of the Insti- 
tution ; and indeed, considering his deservedly high character 
in all respects, where could it have been more properly placed 
than with him ; whereas, in my hands, it might have been 
mislaid or lost, amidst the changes and chances of this tran- 
sitory state. But be this as it may, I know nothing more 
about it than that I believe it was enrolled, or intended so to 
be, and that in such case an office copy may be obtained upon 
payment of the fees. 

With regard to the Deed in my possession, and that 
which of right appertains to me, as the first-named in it, and 
is so indorsed, this also is registered, and relates exclusively to 
the freehold tenure of the property in question, which I hold, as 
well in my own right, as for sustaining the rights and interests 
of others, consequently cannot surrender it up in my lifetime, 
nor would my executors do so without the settlement of my 
just claims, under and by virtue of it. Nevertheless, in order 
to convince you, and every reasonable person, of the equity of 
my conduct in this affair, from first to last, I shall forego every 
objection that I might justly have urged to gratify idle and 
captious inquirers, and thus defeat the scheme and object of 
all such persons, by at once, offering, freely and voluntarily, to 
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produce to you, Sir, and Mr. Weddell, joindy or separately, 
the Deed which I possess, and am further willing to give a 
copy of it, upon having a similar declaration on the part of the 
Committee that I may inspect, and have a copy of the Trust- 
deed, whenever and wherever it may be found, and being 
satisfied in regard to my own individual claims. 

But with respect to the attendance of Mr. John Rown- 
tree at my house, I can only say, that for the present it must 
be dispensed with, for obvious reasons, and which, therefore, 
need not be particularized. I must request your earliest 
acknowledgment of this letter, with some distinct intimation 
of the final Resolution of the Committee of Managers upon it, 
because I cannot let the matter rest over this or the ensuing 
week, without taking other and more decisive measures, or at 

least beginning to do so. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your sincere friend and obedient servant, 

P. Murray, Esq., m.d., etc. George Davies. 

President of the Lancasterian Schools. 

The preceding letter induced Dr. M. immediately to return 
a very polite note, an extract only from which having been 
previously inserted at p. 7, it is now copied verbatim as 
follows : — 

Dear Sir, 

I have just read over your favour of the 16th instant; 
and now and ever let me express my kindest and friendliest 
feelings to yourself, and my gratification and thanks for those 
feelings so fully and openly reciprocated by you. 

As to the unlucky difference of opinion between us, I 
cannot but deem you in the wrong, and every man has a right 
to his own opinion, but this does not affect my private regard, 
especially when I repeat my firm conviction that the cause of 
difference is utterly worthless, and below your consideration 
or mine. Excuse me when I say so, — ^but actually the whole 
affair is one in which I cannot conceive that I have any 
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business to involve myself at all, merely as a subscriber and 
friend of tiie School, and I adhere quite decidedly to my 
expressed determination never to enter upon the discussion, 
and shall even beg leave to decline the courteous and manly 
offer you have been so good as to make of looking over the 
Deed, etc. which you hold. But still believe me, dear Sir, 

Ever your faithful friend, 
Belle Vue, Tuesday^ December 17th, P. Murray. 

P.S. — Wednesday morning. — I have opened my letter 
just to add, that I did not attend this last meeting of the Lan- 
casterian School Committee. 

In this note. Dr. Murray gives no further intimation of 
the meeting of the Committee upon the subject of my first and 
subsequent letters, yet it appears that a preparatory meeting 
took place, prior to the annual meeting of the Institution, for 
the examination of the children, and for general purposes, 
which was held at the Town Hall on the 21st December, but 
still without any notice being taken or any reply made to 
either of those letters in their public capacity as a Committee. 
Yet as the writer's object was not to disturb the General 
Meeting by the premature agitation of this question then and 
there, nor even- to divulge the existence or course of the 
pending controversy to any unofficial person, lest it might 
possibly injure the interests of the School, until such Annual 
Meeting was over, he did not further apply to the President, 
Dr. Murray, until two or three days after the meeting was 
held, when he sent him the following letter: — 

My Dear Sir, Scarhoroughy 24th December, 1839. 

I have the honour and pleasure to acknowledge your 
favour of 17th instant; and while I am deeply sensible of the 
kind and friendly manner in which you are pleased to express 
yourself towards me personally, I can never forget that, in 
truth, our respective situations and duties are unfortunately 
opposed to each other, on public grounds, as far as regards the 
Lancasterian School question. On this account I have always 
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studiously avoided noticing or replying to your own private 
opinions and advice ; not because 1 was at all convinced or 
influenced by them, on the contrary^ if I wanted a justificar 
tion of my own views and conduct, I would desire no better 
materials for a defence than those expressed opinions and 
advice would afford ; but. Sir, I will not hastily, nor without 
being forced to it, resort to any such measure; and all I 
ask is, that by your instrumentality, as President, I may be 
informed at what time you communicated my last letter to 
the Committee of Managers, and what may be their deliberate 
and united decision on this important — ^yes, very important con- 
troversy, to me at least, although you may think it below your 
consideration, carried on so long, and hitherto so fruitlessly; or 
whether I am still to be put off with the short and shabby 
note which the Quaker secretary, W. Rowntree, addressed to 
me on the 11th instant, and which you yourself could not but 
repudiate, by declining to act on the Sub-Committee named 
therein. Until I receive your formal notification that as 
President of the Institution you will not take any further 
measures in the business, I must presume that you will do 
your duty in that honourable and respectable situation, by 
calling the Committee together, and collecting their united 
and decided sentiments, and that in the course of a very few 
days I may Qxpect to hear from you that they have done so, 
and the results. It may occasion some little trouble, but we 
must not regard that in the discharge of a pMic duty, 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend and obedient servant, 
Peter Murray, Esq. m.d. etc. George Davies. 

President of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

Dr. Murray's acknowledgment of the foregoing letter is 
next in order, as follows : — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough^ 21 th December^ 1839. 

I merely delayed acknowledging your last note of 24th 
till the return of the gentlemen of the Lancasterian School 
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Committee belonging to the Society of Friends, who were in 
York, at a monthly meeting, and having given (as I before 
stated twice) the affairs iyto the hands of the members of the 
Committee, who are representatives of the original share- 
holders, or else officials, without doubt no needless or dis- 
respectful delay will occur on their parts, but either at the 
next ordinary meeting, or even perhaps at an extraordinary 
meeting, they will come to a final decision. Allow me to add 
that you misconceived my motive of absence from the Com- 
mittee Meeting, which communicated with you through one 
of the Secretaries, Mr. W. Rowntree — I was hindered by an 
engagement quite unconnected, and mentioned the fact to 
shew my consistency, in not having taken any further part in 
this to me trivial dispute ; but as you say it is of moment to 
you, I am bound to believe you think so, and deeply lament it 
being so. Your former letter, replied to by me on the 17th, 
was placed in the hands of the Secretaries the same day, the 

17th. 

^ remain, dear Sir, your very sincere friend, 

G. Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 

This letter is chiefly remarkable for the express admission it 
makes of his entire inability to give any answer " till the return 
of the gentlemen of the Lancasterian School Committee be- 
longing to the Society of Friends, who were at York, at a 
monthly meeting," etc. Previous meetings of the Committee 
had, however, been held at Scarborough in the course of 
December, and various matters there arranged in reference to 
the Schools, yet the promised answer of the Committee had 
not been returned ; and now it seems, that in addition to the 
Pickering meeting of Friends, it was deemed expedient to 
await the issue of further consultations and deliberations of a 
monthly meeting of the Society of Friends in the city of York, 
and until the return of the Scarborough Friends from such 
meeting nothing could be definitively settled. At length, upon 
the return of these expected Friends from York, a meeting of 
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the Committee, or certain Members of it, took place, and then, 
and not before, the announcement of the result of such meeting, 
which had been so long in suspense^ made its appearance in 
the shape of a Resolution, and dated the 7th January 1840, 
and the same was transmitted to the writer by the two Secre- 
taries on the following day, in such form and manner as has 
already appeared in detail at p. 7 of this Histor}', and which 
was, a few days after, followed up by the solemn Protest of 
the writer against that Resolution, by his letters, both to Dr. 
Murray the President, and also to the Secretaries, which have 
been presented to the reader in the early part of this History, 
at pp. 8-9. 

No movement on the part of the Committee or Dr. Murray 
having been made in consequence of the foregoing Protest, the 
writer again was obliged to address a note to the President to 
the following purport : — 

Dear Sir, Scarhoroughy 24th January, 1840. 

I request you will be pleased to supply mq with a list 
of the names of the gentlemen who are members of the Com- 
mittee of the Lancasterian Schools, and also with that of the 
Treasurer at the present time, and distinguishing those who 
composed the Committee-meeting, and their Chairman, of the 
7th of January instant, who, by the report of their Secretaries, 
unanimously passed a Resolution which they were directed to 
send to me, and the particulars of which, together with my 
Protest against the same, I communicated to you in my letter 
of the 13th instant, as the prime official organ of the Institu- 
tion, to which I beg leave to refer. 

I have the*honour to remain, dear Sir, 

Yours very respectfully, 

Peter Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. George Davies. 

President of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

A reply from Dr. Murray was received the following day, 
as follows ; — 
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Dear Sir, BeUe^FuBf January 25, 1840. 

In reply to your note of yesterday, allow me at once to 
repeat that, on the subject of the Lancasterian Schools contro- 
versy, I most decline any correspondence, as our opinions 
difier so widely, which, but for former associations, I should 
express far more freely; only in conscience I must add my 
firm hope and conviction, that a School so intended for the 
scriptural and general instruction of the poor will have the 
blessing of God, and that no attempts to injure it ever will 
prosper. 

I must beg leave to refer you for any such information 
as you require to the Secretaries, Messrs. Collins and William 
Rowntree, as the official organs of the Committee, 

And remain, dear Sir, your very obedient servant, 

George Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 

The worthy President having thus, from the first, hastily 
adopted a one-sided view of the case, seems very unwilling to 
hear anything more about it, and partly governed by the in- 
sidious advice and opinions of others, and partly following his 
own benevolent propensities, he appears to have forgotten, for 
the time, all considerations of equity and individual claims of 
justice, as matters of little or no concern to him or them. 
Nevertheless, in consequence of his reference to the Secretaries 
for the information required, the writer addressed a note to 
those functionaries in the following terms : — 

Sirs, Scarhoroitgh, Monday, 27th January, 1840. 

In pursuance of a letter which I received on Saturday 
last (25th) from Dr. Murray, President of the above Institu- 
tion, authorising me to apply to you for a correct list of the 
names of the present Members of the Committee of the said 
Schools, and the Treasurer thereof; and distinguishing in such 
list the names of those of the Committee and the Chairman 
who were present at a meeting thereof on the 7th instant, 
which passed a Resolution affecting my interests (with that of 
others), and a copy of which Resolution you were instructed 
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to forward to me, as per your letter of the 8th instant I do 
now hereby apply to you for the required information on these 
several points, with as little delay as possible, and remain, Sirs, 

Your very obedient servant, 

George Davies. 
Messrs. W. Rowntree and B. Collins, 
Secretaries of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

Their answer of the same date incloses — 

** A printed copy of a Report, which contains lists of 
the Committees (both of ladies and gentlemen) with the several 
officers of the Lancasterian Schools ; " but with respect to the 
pinching part of the inquiry, they decline to afford any dis- 
covery in the following brief and vague manner, viz. — " The 
further information you require we defer giving until we* have 
orders to that effect. Your letter shall be laid before the next 
meeting." 

(Signed) B.Collins, \ o^cretaries 

W. RowntreeJ ^^c^^^^^' 

As such reply most carefully omitted to specify the names of 
the Chairman and Members of the Committee who were 
present, and as stated, unanimously passed the Resolution of 
the 7th January ; nor even gave any clear intimation of the 
time when the next meeting of the Committee would take place, 
the writer, considering it as a palpable evasion on their part, 
immediately wrote to Dr. Murray as follows : — • 

Scarhoroughy Monday Evening, 
Dear Sir, 27th January, 1840. 

According to your desire, in your letter of Saturday 
last, 25th instant, I have this day applied to Messrs. Rowntree 
and Collins, the Secretaries of the above Institution, and have 
just received their answer to a part of my requisition by the 
inclosure of the last General Report of the same, adopted at 
an Annual Meeting holden at the Town Hall, on the 20th 
December last, containing the names of the several Officers of 
the Schools, etc. But with regard to my special desire to be 
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furnished with the names of the Chairman and the particular 
members of the Committee Meeting of the 7th of January 
instant, they decline complying with it, in the following terms, 
viz. — •* The further information you require, we decline giving, 
until we have orders to that effect. Your letter shall be laid 
before the next meeting." 

Thus the material part of my requisition is evaded and 
held in suspense indefinitely — since no day is assigned to any 
such meeting — and, in consequence, I am again reluctantly 
compelled to seek your interference and assistance, in order 
to obtain the desired information at some precise and early 
period, and to favour me with an intimation of the same with 
as little delay as possible. 

I am, dear Sir, your very obedient Servant, 

George Davies. 
P. Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. etc. 
President of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

This letter produced a short, and really somewhat tart reply 
from the esteemed President, declining all correspondence 
and all information, of every sort : — 

Belle FuCy Monday Eveningj 
Dear Sir, January 27. 

It was only on last Saturday, the 25th, that I reiterated 
my positive determination not to maintain any correspondence 
on the Lancasterian School question, and therefore beg you 
will excuse me, once for all, repeating the same. 

I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 
Geo. Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 

The writer, not willing unnecessarily to risk disturbing the 
mental tranquillity of the President, much less of wounding 
his feelings, again made application to the two Secretaries by 
the following note : — 
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Sirs, Scarborough, 2Sth January, 1840. 

Since I received your letter of yesterday's date I have 
communicated with Dr. Murray, the President of the Institu- 
tioD, upon the vague and unsatisfactory answer returned to 
my concluding request, to he furnished with the names of the 
Chairman and the memhers of the Committee who, hy your 
report, passed a unanimous Resolution affecting me on the 
7th of January instant, and especially as to the uneertamiy 
thereof as expressed in the following words; viz.— 

" The further information you require, we defer giving, 
until we have orders to that effect. Your letter shall he laid 
before the next meeting." 

I must now, therefore, desire to be informed, explicitly, 
when that next meeting which you refer to is expected to take 
place ; and, afterwards, what may be the result of such meeting, 
having, as you promised, laid my letter before them. 

I am. Sirs, your obedient Servant, 

George Davies. 

Messrs. W. Rowntree and B. Collins, 
Secretaries of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

To the very reasonable requests contained in the foregoing 
note, the Secretaries were pleased to return the following 
answer : — 

^SlR, 

We are favoured with your letter of this date, acquaint- 
ing us that you had communicated with Dr. Murray on the 
subject of ours of yesterday, which you describe as vague and 
unsatisfactory, and desiring to be informed, explicitly, when 
the next meeting of the Committee is expected to take place. 

We beg to inform you that we have received no 
instnictions from Dr. Murray to furnish you with the names of 
the members present at any of the Committee meetings — 

And that we are unable to state confidently when the 
Committee will again meet, but suppose it may be in the 
course of a few weeks. 
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We beg further respectfully to add, that as the Com- 
mittee have come to a decided conclusion on your claim, 
which decision has been communicated to you, we must, 
pending their orders to the contrary, decline further cor- 
respondence on the subject. 

We remain. Sir, yours respectfully, 

B. Collins, "I Secretaries to the 
W. RowNTREE, J Lancasterian Schools. 

Scarborough, 28th January, 1840. 
Geo. Davies, Esq. 

Upon the foregoing epistle there are two or three principal 
points to be remarked upon, as follows : — 

1. They had " received no instructions from Dr. Murray 

to furnish names," etc. Possibly very true; but were 
they at all necessary in this case ? 

2. " Unabl^ to state confidently when the Committee will 

again meet, but suppose it may be in the course of a 
few weeks." A mere attempt to shirk the question, 
by involving it in obscurity and uncertainty. 

3. " The Committee having come to a decided conclusion 

on your claim, which decision has been communi- 
cated to you, we must decline all further corre- 
• spondence on the subject, pending their orders to 
the contrary." 

What! not even to afford the simple satisfaction of knowing 
the name of the Chairman, and of those members of the Com- 
mittee who were present and passed the Resolution, and which 
could alone give it validity or effect? Are they then really, 
one and all, so much afraid or ashamed to be known to the 
public or me? And herein appears a well- concerted plan to 
♦ annoy the writer, and deter him from the prosecution of what 
he considers the just rights of himself and others, by the prac- 
tice of such shifts and subterfuges as, in the transactions of 
ordinary life between individuals of any character, would be 
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held in the highest degree discreditable. If the Chainnaii and 
members of the Committee who actually met and passed the 
Resolution are so very confident of the grounds upon which 
they proceeded, and yet are so anxious to conceal their names^ 
why are those (including Dr. Murray, the President) who tHd 
not attend, or sanction such Resolutions, so ready to avow it? 
However, as both Dr. Murray and the Secretaries had agreed 
to suspend the matter for awhile in this state of uncertainty, 
the writer availed himself of this temporary inactivity to 
address the following letter to Dr. Murray, touching a prwaU 
and personal matter, which that gentleman had thought 
proper to introduce into one of his late notes, and which, as 
between intimate friends, the writer could not possibly pass 
over without asking from him some proper explanation, as 
silence on his part might have admitted of various unfavour- 
able constructions. 

Thus situated, the \mter, upon due consideration transmit- 
ted to him the ensuing letter, viz. — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, 5th February^ 1840. 

My ofRcial correspondence with you in your public 
ministerial character being for the present in abeyance, I avail 
of it to address you on a private affair between us, and in 
which, you may be sure, I have felt a deep interest, as well as 
several of our friends. 

I refer to a passage in your latfr note to me of 25th 
ultimo, the following words, viz. — "Which but for former 
associations I should express far more freely." Now Sir, 
I beg leave, in all sincerity, to release you from any supposed 
suppression of the truth, by any such a reservation as this, 
and must desire a full and proper explanation of it, rendered 
veiy important in my estimation by any thing proceeding from 
such a quarter. 

I am, dear Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Peter Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. George Davies. 

Belle Vue, 
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This private and personal application on one particular 
point produced a long and somewhat rambling dissertation 
from Dr. Murray, on topics of a very general nature. The 
answer is as follows :— 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, February 5thf 1840. 

It is with regret that I must now formally decline any 
further correspondence, however distantly it may bear on the 
Lancasterian School question, the frivolous amount of which 
is, whether you are to receive eighteen shillings in money, or 
recommendations of admission for children equal to a sub- 
scription of one guinea annually. Now, my dear Sir, do, for 
once only dispassionately consider, is this difference between 
eighteen shillinga or one-and-twenty shillings so mighty a 
matter as to be worth the paper which has been written upon ? 
In courtesy to a gentleman and in regard to a friend, and to 
former associations, 1 have now replied, but be assured that 
/ will not again, which, with concern, I thus declare, and am. 

Dear Sir, your humble Servant, 

P. Murray. 
P. S. I cannot help thinking there must be some mis- 
conception of my words alluded to in your last note, though 
they seem to me plain enough ; but if it will only save you but 
one moment's uneasiness or anxiety, let me add, that those 
words relate not to any suppressed facts, but to restrained 
opinion as to the impropriety of your claim upon the Lancas- 
terian School, which assuredly I should have expressed with 
stronger disapprobation to a stranger or indifferent person. 
Thursday Morning, February 6ih, P. M. 

The general question of the Lancasterian Schools, which 
the writer had supposed to be for awhile lying dormant, and 
which his last letter had not so much as touched upon, is here 
again revived ; — its frivolous nature and amount descanted 
upon, — the difference being merely, as stated, between receiv- 
ing eighteen shillings or paying one guinea, is discussed with 
some taot and ingenuity, according to the light and permission 
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which those who had pre-engaged the Doctor as their pleader 
and champion enabled him to exercise; hut even all this 
careful effort at mystification but manifests and demonstrably 
proves the hollowness of the assertions of their own Reso- 
lution, viz. — " That no expectation of money interest was held 
out/' — which the Committee, or at least some of them, must 
have known to be contrary to the fact, even when they passed 
that Resolution, and which will appear more fully hereafter. 
But with regard to the required explanation of the peculiarly 
striking and pointed observations referred to in the Doctor's 
former letter, and which simply and singly courted his reply, 
it is, like many other epistles, chiefly to be fouud in the post- 
script ; and from this it would seem the words complained of 
did not relate to ** any suppressed facts, but to restrained 
opinion as to the propriety of your claim on the Lancasterian 
School," etc. Why really one cannot help saying that the 
Doctor seems throughout to have felt himself at liberty to give 
his opinions most freely, very plentifully, and in great variety, so 
much so that the writer or reader may be curious to know how 
he could find words more strongly to express those opinions 
than he has already used, even though they were addressed 
" to a stranger or indifferent person." But, in truth, it is not 
by strong expression of opinion merely, but by well-attested 
facts, that the question between us can be fairly considered 
and decided upon, and of these latter the Doctor's letters are 
exceedingly sparing indeed; — declamatory they may be, but 
demonstrative they certainly are not : and every one, even the 
Doctor himself, must admit that a sound and successful logi- 
cian must not only be suaviter in modo^ but likewise fortiter 
in re. With these impressions and views, the writer addressed 
the following answer to the last letter : — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, II th Fehntary, 1840. 

Your letter of the 5th instant, purporting to be a reply 
to mine of that date, and the P.S. thereto of next morning, 
I have duly received, and with a renewal of the pain your 
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preceding one gave me, leaves the business between us a 
very serious affair. 

You have passed an opinion upon my principles and 
conduct, that I feel to be unwarranted by any of the facts: — 
instead of being actuated by frivolous motives^ and for fnvolotu 
ends, I am contending for just principles and well-ascertained 
facts, which resting upon documents cannot be denied, in 
reference to which alone the pecuniary part of the subject 
becomes of importance ; and you must permit me to say, that 
a more intimate knowledge of the subject upon which you 
treat, would have prevented you from censuring the course of 
my proceedings — and still more from imputing frivolous and 
unworthy motives, which, thank God, I feel I never deserved. 
Your P.S. of the next morning does not at all vary 
my decided opinion as to the object and design of your letter 
of the evening before, but rather affords additional confirma- 
tion, if any were needed, of its tendency. 

I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, 
P. Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. George Davies. 

Belle Vue, 

No notice whatever having been taken of this letter, nor 
any communication from the Secretaries for about a fortnight, 
the writer was again obliged to remind each of these parties of 
the state of the business in the letters following: — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, 24th February, 1840. 

Your last favour of the 5th instant was altogether so 
peremptory and discouraging, that although I could not help 
taking some notice of it on personal, as on public grounds 
(but chiefly the former), by my letter of the 11th instant, which 
I sent by my servant, and to which I am without any reply, 
yet, without any discourtesy on my part, I cannot but repeat, 
that the opinion you seem to entertain of my principles and 
conduct, I feel to be quite unwarranted by any of the facts* 
for that instead of being actuated hy frivolous motives and for 
frivolous ends, I am contending for just principles — which 
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admit of no compromise — and weU-autkenHealed factg, resting 
upon documents which cannot be denied. 

My present object is, moreover, to convey to yoa a copy 
of my letter of this date, addressed to the Secretaries of the 
Lancastcrian Schools, and which I respectfully submit to you 
also, as the President of the same, in accordance with my 
usual practice at Gibraltar in early life, and ever since: and I 
beg leave at the same tin»e to adopt the sentiments of a gallant 
officer, in command of the combined forces at the si^e of 
that garrison, when addressing a courteous note to the equally 
gallant governor of that fortress, in the words followiiig,^-and 
" assure you of the high esteem I have ever had of your person 
and friendship; of the sincere desire I feel of deserving yours, 
and of the pleasure with which I look forward of becoming your 
friend, after I shall have learned to render myself worthy of 
that honour, by facing you as an enemy" — I will not say, bat 
as a much injured and maligned opponent. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours, very truly, 
Peter Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. etc. George Davies. 

Belle Vue, 

The passage marked with inverted commas was g^ven from 
memory as the substance of the original occurrence, and with 
a slight verbal variation may be considered rather an accom- 
modation, than an exact literal quotation of it 

The letter sent to the Secretaries^ referred to in the fore- 
going, follows : — 

Sirs, Scarborough, 24/A February, 1840. 

Your latest communications of the 27th and 28th ult 
are now before me. The latter has had no acknowledgment, 
because, as you say, — and I choose rather to quote your own 
words, — ** we are unable to state confidently when the Com- 
mittee will again meet, but suppose it may be in the course of 
a few weeks," and you are pleased to add, that "as the Com- 
mittee have come to a decided conclusion on your claiqn, 
which decision has been communicated to you, we must, peud- 
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ing their orders to the contrary, decline further correspondence 
on the suhject" But as your first letter of the day preceding 
contains this assurance — " Your letter shall he laid before the 
iMxt meeting** — and upon inquiring when that next meeting 
would take place, your answer is such as I have quoted above, 
I must again request to be informed whether any such meeting 
has since been held, and its direction to you in reference to 
my said letters, or if no such meeting has taken place, whether 
you are now able to state with certainty or probability when 
the same may be expected to be held for that purpose. 

And in addition to the foregoing request I have now to 
state my further desire to you as the Secretaries of the Insti- 
tution, and to claim at your hands, and of the President and 
Committee, that being one of the surviving parties to whom 
the premises, Schools, etc. were conveyed by indentures of 
Lease and Release, bearing date respectively the 12th and 13th 
of July, 1813 ; and certain trusts of which were declared by a 
separate deed, which declaration was lately said to be in 
my hands, but which I have been given to understand has 
since been discovered in the possession of another person, and 
is now under the cognizance and eontrol of the Committee. 

I am, therefore, desirous of inspecting such Trust Deed, 
as one of the parties interested, for the purpose of ascertaining 
precisely the nature of the Trusts, and of taking such extracts 
or copy as I may think necessary; and I have further to 
request that you will please make an early appointment for 
that purpose. Your answer will much oblige. 

Sirs, yours respectfully, 
Messrs. W. Rowntree and B. Collins, Georoe Davies. 

Secretaries of the Lancasterian Schools. 

No reply from Dr. Murray was received at this time ; but 
from the official Secretaries the following letter came to 
hand: — 

Sib, Scarborough^ 29th February, 1840. 

We have now the pleasure to hand you the following 
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extract from the minutes of the Committee of the Lancasterian 
Schools, dated yesterday. — "Three letters from Mr. George 
Davies having been read, ordered that the Secretaries inform 
him that he is at liberty to inspect the deeds referred to in his 
of the 24th instant, on applying to Messrs. Hesp and Uppleby." 

We remain, Sir, yours respectfully, 

W. RoWNTREEj) Q - . 

To G. Davies, Esq. B. Collins, J Secretaries. 

In consequence of this letter, the writer applied to Messrs. 
Hesp and Uppleby by a note, as under : — 

Dear Sirs, Scarhoroughj 2d Marehy 1840. 

Having received a note from Messrs. Rowntree and 
Collins, the Secretaries of the Lancasterian Schools, dated the 
29th ult., purporting that the Committee had placed the Deeds 
of that Institution in your hands in order that I might be 
at liberty to inspect the same, and being unapprised whether 
such deposit is made in your private capacity of subscribers^ 
or as the professional agents of the Committee, I must beg the 
favour of your saying by a note in answer, at what time or 
times it may be most convenient to you to allow me to have 
access to the Deeds in question, as well for inspection as to 
make any extracts or copies thereof, that I may think neces> 
sary, and which, as a Trustee, I have claimed at the hands of 
t'he Committee by my previous letter on that subject. 

I remain, dear Sirs, your very obedient servant, 

Messrs. Hesp and Uppleby. George Davies. 

These gentlemen replied without delay, and with their usual 
courtesy, by stating that the Deeds were given to them in their 
professional capacity, and announcing their willingness to 
afford every facility in their power. In fact, the writer, upon 
calling on them by appointment, was shewn the deeds in 
question, which had been so placed in their hands, and was 
favoured with the use of one of their private offices, and also 
with every apparatus and convenience for several hours, during 
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which time he availed himself of the opportunity to examine 
and make some extracts from them, which he considered most 
material, but could not, of course, in that short period, take 
fmy thing like a full and correct copy of the Trust Deed, 
which was engrossed on several large sheets of parchment, 
and as such a perfect copy was desired, the writer again 
addressed those gentlemen on the 16th of March upon that 
anbject, and also asking for the inspection of the early Minute 
Books, and of the Accounts of the Institution from 1813. To 
this letter those gentlemen replied that my request should be 
handed to the Secretaries, to be communicated to the Com- 
mittee, whose instructions they must await, and on the 21st a 
further answer was given, as under : — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough^ March 21, 1840. 

We are instructed by the Committee of the Lancas- 
terian School to furnish you with a copy of the Deed men- 
tioned in your letter of the IGth instant, provided you will 
pay the cost of it; but the Committee decline under pre- 
sent circumstances to produce the accounts and minutes of 
proceedings since the year 1813 for the purposes named in 
your letter. 

We are, dear Sit, yours most respectfully, 

George Davies, Esq. Hesp and Upplcby. 

With respect to the early minute books of the proceedings 
from the year 1813, it is very important here to observe, that 
no doubt or demur of any kind was at this time made as to 
their existence, because it will appear very shortly after this 
date, that Mr. John Rowntree, one of the Vice-Presidents, 
and an active member of the Institution from its origin, 
professed now to know not what has become of them. To the 
before-recited letter of Messrs. H. and U., the writer referring 
to it in detail, was on the 26th of March induced to reply to 
it, of which the following is an extract :— " That no misappre- 
hension may arise from any ambiguity of expression on either 
side, I beg leave to explain and state, that the deed in question 
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vras originally provided and paid for out of the Trust funds, as 
an examination of the accounts will, I have no doubt, shew, 
and that I claim to have a fac-similc copy of it fumiriied to 
me upon the same principle ; and as a Trustee of the Lancas- 
terian Schools, I likewise claim the inspection of all Accounts 
mid Minutes shewing the proceedings of the Committee and offi- 
cers of the Society referred to or recognised by the Trust Deed, 
and forming the subject thereof; and I respectfully request^ for 
my guidance, a distinct answer, whether I am to understand 
that the Committee still refuse to allow me to have a perfeet 
copy of that Deed on the principle I have stated, or an inspec- 
tion of the other documents in question.** 

The foregoing application was promptly acknowledged by 
those gentlemen on 28th of March, advising of their having 
handed over the same to the Secretaries, who would probably 
either reply to it or instruct them to do so; and in conse- 
quence, the writer soon after received the following from the 
Secretaries : 

Sir, Scarborough^ Is/ AprU, 1840. 

We arc directed by the Committee of the Lancasterian 
Sc)io(>1 to inform you that they have no further answer to give 
on the subject of your letter of the 26th ult. addressed to 
Messrs. Hesp and Uppleby. 

We are, Sir, your obedient servants, 

W. ROWNTREE, 7 « . . 

G. Davies, Esq. B. Collins, j ^^<^^^'' 

Immediately after this date the writer was necessarily called 
up to London on his private affairs ; and whilst there, having 
deliberately turned the subject over in his mind, he again 
thought it right to apply to Messrs. H. and U., in which he fur- 
ther urged his claim as follows : — 

*'I wish to be distinctly understood as claiming, in 
my capacity of Trustee, a copy of the Trust Deed at the 
expense of the Trust, in the same manner as it appears the 
original Trust Deed was paid for, by the Treasurer's account^ 
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in the Second Annual Report of the School in 1814; and as 
necessarily resulting from such my character of Trustee, access 
to the said accounts and proceedings ; and I shall be obliged 
by your informing me, as the professional advisers of the 
Committee (which, from your letter of the 3d of March last 
you intimated yourselves to be), whether such copy of the Deed 
at the expense of the Trust, and such access to the accounts 
and proceedings of the said Committee, is still refused me." 

The final answer received to this renewed application is 
subjoined : — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, May 14, 1840. 

We have received your letter of the 30th ult., but the 
Committee of the Lancasterian School adhere to their deter- 
mination not to burthen the funds of the School with the 
expense of making a copy of the Trust Deed for your use, or 
to produce the accounts and proceedings for the purpose stated 
in your former letter to us. 

We are, dear Sir, yours respectfully, 
G. Da vies, Esq. Hesp and Uppleby. 

Here again be it observed, the early accounts and minute 
books of proceedings of the Schools are distinctly alluded to, 
but not a word is said of their being missing ; and further, the 
Committee wish it to be understood that their reason for not 
giving a copy of the Trust Deed was not to burthen the funds 
with the expense ; but this is clearly a mere pretext, for had 
this been their motive, how easily it might have been avoided 
by directing their Secretaries to have furnished it without any 
expense of consultations, or writing so many letters by the 
solicitors, especially when it is considered that the writer had 
previously in the most fair and friendly way offered to make 
out and exchange with them copies of the Deeds in his hands, 
for those in theirs, and this, it is conceived, would have been 
the most liberal and equitable mode of adjusting the difficulty. 

But it could not, in any case, be expected that these 
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respectable law agents should do it without remuneration ; and 
upon the whole it is quite natural to presume that these gen- 
tlemen proposed adhering to the usual practice, and in conse- 
quence declined to give any opinion themselves which might 
possibly thwart or embarrass the previously expressed opinions 
or resolutions of their clients by such course, or by any overt 
act of theirs. The writer, however, freely admits that the 
whole correspondence and intercourse with these gentlemen is 
marked by urbanity and candour, and with due dispatch, so 
far as they were professionally concerned in the business ; and 
it might have been well if the same honourable conduct had 
been observed on the part of the Committee. 



We must now commence a new era in the History and 
Mystery of the Scarborough Institution, as the course of the 
future correspondence chiefly relates to the situation and con- 
nexion of other parties with these Schools : — and, in the first 
instance, the writer was induced upon his return from London 
to communicate the following letter to Dr. Murray, with an 
extract from one he had recently received from a gentleman 
whose name the writer was not at liberty to divulge : — 

Dear Sir^ Scarborough^ 20ih May^ 1840. 

Having already, upon every occasion, most frankly 
and unreservedly communicated to you, as the President ef 
the Lancasterian Schools, whatever information I myself 
could give, or had obtained upon that subject, I now, con- 
formably to my uniform practice, beg leave to submit the 
followifig extract of a letter which 1 have lately received from 
tt gentleman, whose early and still existing connexion with 
that Institution may justly challenge some attention, and after 
a considerate perusal of which, I think you can hardly fail to 
percieive how it corroborates all that I have previously main- 
tained, and intimately corresponds with the other evidence to 

I 
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be derived from the various Reports and other Documents of 
the period; which, notwithstanding the arts of intimidation, 
of sophistry, and of opposition, constantly exercised to prevent 
it, I am happy to say I have, with great labour and research, 
collected together, and are now in my possession; — and I 
have no doubt when the time of calm and unbiased reflection 
shall arrive, you will be ingenuous enough to confess that my 
position is a just and proper one, as well on my own account 
as a Trustee for others, and that you will ultimately come to 
the same conclusion as to the merits of the case as I have 
always entertained concerning it. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
P. Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. etc. George Davies. 

Belle- Vue. 

As no notice was taken of this letter, after the expiration of 
a week, the writer sent a further note to the President, as 
follows: — 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, 27th May, 1840. 

A week having elapsed since I addressed you by my 
last of the 20th instant, in your public character as President 
of the Lancasterian Schools, and upon business relating to 
that Institution, without having received any acknowledgment 
even of my said letter, I am compelled, as a matter of order 
and propriety, to repeat the application, for the purpose of 
eliciting some reply to it, and I now enclose a duplicate 
extract of the communication therein referred to, for the more 
convenient information of the Committee and all others con- 
cerned. If by any mischance my first-mentioned letter of 
20th instant should not have reached you, I am prepared to 
furnish you with a copy of that likewise, but I am sure your 
politeness will spare me this trouble, unless it be unavoidable. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

George Davies. 
Peter Murray, Esq., m.d. "etc. etc. 
President of the Lancasterian Schools, Scarborough. 
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Being thus civilly reminded of the apparent omissioB, Dr. 
Murray failed not to give an immediate answer, by the follow- 
ing note : — 

Dear Sir, BeUe-Vue, May 27th, 1840. 

Your favours of the 20th and of this morning's date 
were both received in due course ; and in answer, I beg leave 
to refer you to my letter of December 17th last, and remain, 

Dear Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Geo. Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 

This", though so very brief, might have been considered 
appropriate enough, if the Doctor had not himself departed 
from it in so many material instances, as clearly appear by 
the dates of his earlier and later correspondence hereinbefore 
detailed, in which so much amplification may be noticed, as 
opposed to the present brevity will make the contrast appear 
the more remarkable. 

Another individual case of a very peculiar character, and 
having an urgent claim for immediate consideration and 
redress, occurred about the same time, and which the writer 
was requested to make for and on behalf of a poor old 
man, so far reduced as to be an inmate of an almshouse, 
Mr. Wellborn Keatley ; — and in this representation it was 
thought more becoming to apply in the first instance to 
Mr. John Rowntree, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Insti- 
tution, especially as the name of his deceased father was so 
prominently alluded to; accordingly the following note was 
addressed to the said Mr. John Rowntree on this particular 
subject : — 

Sir, Scarborough^ 2Qth May, 1840. 

A Mr. Keatley, formerly a shipowner, who thirty 
years ago lived at Scarborough, but at present occupies one of 
the almshouses near London, has informed me, by letter, 
that he once had an original proprietary share of the Lancas- 
terian School here : but at this distance of time it has slipped 
his memory what he paid towards it, or exactly what he 
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received, but it was only at one time, and to the best of his 
knowledge it was somewhere about five pounds, and that, he 
adds, was from Mr. John Rowntree, Quaker, at Scarborough, 
and by " looking at his book you will know ; and no doubt 
he took my receipt for what I received, but I know what I 
received was very small for what I paid. Sir, should be much 
obliged to you, if you think there is any more to be received, 
to be 80 kind to inform me." 

I apprehend that it will be found that something more 
is due to this poor old man, either from your late father or 
you, and it might possibly arise from his removal to London, 
but his receipt would clear this up ; and certain it is, that he 
has not signed the Conveyance Deeds of the School in my 
hands, which he ought to have done had he been paid for his 
share at the time. He appeals, very naturally, to his own 
receipt, which would doubtless be given as a voucher, and 
agree with the books kept at the period it took place. At any 
rate it is incumbent upon me to give you this intimation, and 
to request you will furnish me with any explanation in your 
power, for mutual satisfaction; observing only that Mr. K. 
being now in very altered circumstances, the assistance you 
may give will be gratefully received by him, and duly ac- 
knowledged by, 

Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

Mr. John Rowntree, George Davies. 

.Scarborough. 

This letter produced a prompt reply (not always, however, 
to be obtained, as will appear in the sequel) from Mr. Rown- 
tree, as follows : — 

Princess Street, 5th Mo, 2Qth, 1840. 
John Rowntree has referred to the accounts of his 
late father, where he found noticed a payment, in 1813, of 
3/. \6s, to Wellborn Keatley. It forms part of a series of 
payments made to the Old Shareholders of the Lancasterian 
School, by the New Shareholders, according to an arrange- 
ment which had been agreed to by both parties. 
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What sum Mr. Keatley originally paid J. R. has no 
means of knowing, neither his father nor himself having any 
connexion with the Old Shareholders. How anything can be 
due to Mr. Keatley either from the late John Rowntree or 
himself the writer of this is utterly unable to comprehend. 
The late Juhn Rowntree was Treasurer to the Lancasterian 
School Society from 1813 to 1827; his accounts were regu- 
larly taken to the Committees, of which G. Davies was an 
active member ; the payments and receipts were reported there, 
and published at the end of each year, for the information 
of all the Subscribers. On the decease of John Rowntree 
in 1 827, the late Isaac Mennell was appointed Treasurer by 
the Committee, and the balance in the former Treasurer's 
hands paid over to him. On the decease of Isaac Mennell, 
the writer of this was requested to act as Treasurer, which he 
did for a few years, the accounts contjpuing to be audited as 
usual. 

To those who knew John Rowntree it will be unne- 
cessary to say that he paid what he received. The writer of 
this knows, and is able to prove, if necessary, that he has paid 
for the Lancasterian School much more than he has ever 
received for it. 

Geo. Davies, Scarborough. 

But as the foregoing letter seemed rather calculated to draw 
off attention from the particular case of Mr. Keatley, by the 
introduction of much unnecessary and irrelevant matter, the 
writer sent the following answer to it the next day : — 

Scarhoroughf 21th May^ 1840. 
Mr. Davies duly received Mr. Rowntree 's reply to his 
note of yesterday, and has noted its contents. It seems that 
Mr. Keatley has rather over-rated than under-rated the sum 
he received, and so far his statement is to be accredited. Mr. 
Rowntree says *' he has referred to the accounts of his late 
father, where he found noticed a payment in 1813 of 3/. 15«. 
to Welborn Keatley, it forms part of a series of payments made 
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to ihe old shareholders oF the Lancasterian Schools by the new 
ahareholders, according to an arrangement which had been 
agreed to by both parties." This appears to be the scope of 
what relates to Mr. Keatley's case; and Mr. Davies, well 
knowing the precision and exactness of the individual alluded 
to in all his affairs, wishes to be informed whether any specific 
m probable date can be assigned in 1813 for the several pay- 
ments to the old shareholders, and especially to Mr. K.? also 
the particular grounds of such payments, and to whom, and in 
what proportions, the same were severally made ? In short, 
a transcript of the late Mr. Rowntree's Book of Entries upon 
the occasion of these payments to Mr. Keatley and others 
respectively. 

Mr. John Rowntree. 

Having received no reply to, or even an acknowledgment 
of the above, the writer again addressed Mr. Rowntree as 
follows: — 

Scarboroughf Monday, Sth June, 1840. 

Mr. Davies having waited upwards of ten days for Mr, 
Rowntree^s reply to his last note of 27th ult., is, conformably 
to his uniform practice, induced to send Mr. R. a duplicate of 
it annexed, which is simply confined to the inquiry on the part 
of Mr. Keatley and himself regarding the entries found in the 
late Mr. Rowntree's book, relative to the payments of 3/. 15«. 
made to Mr. K. and others in 1813, and Mr. Davies is at a 
loss to account for the hesitation and reluctancy to furnish 
fluch transcript of account, unless it be that Mr. R.'s exposition 
ought rather to be considered as his own gloss upon the matter, 
than the real and actual state of it An inspection, therefore, 
of the late Mr. R.'s book, with Mr. Keatley 's receipt for the 
money, seems more than ever called for, and would certainly 
be the most satisfactory mode of elucidating this, otherwise 
mysterious transaction, as well to Mr, Davies and Mr. Keatley, 
as all others concerned. 

In connexion, however, with thn inquiry, Mr. Davies 

H 
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has further to ohserve, that in 1813 he advanced and paid oTtr 
to Mr. Thomas Tindall, on account of the Society, and in the 
faith off and in accordance with, the resolutions of previous 
public meetings held for that purpose, the sum of 18/., and 
thereupon obtained Mr. Tindall's signature of the Deed of 
Conveyance to the Trustees named therein, now in Mr. D.'s 
possession, who on their part made a Declaration of Trust, 
which Mr. R. has in his hands, and therein and thereby con- 
stituted the School public, and no longer private property. 

Some, however, of the original shareholders were con- 
tent to continue in disburse of their money, whilst a few others 
accepted of a small instalment upon their shares. Among 
these last Mr. Keatley was one, and it does not appear that 
he ever received more than the 3/. 15«. from Mr. R.'s father, 
as part payment of his share, which, at a moderate computation, 
would probably cost him from 251. to 35/. originally, and b 
exactly the same in amount as the simple interest of the 
average outlay would come to on 30/. for two-and-a-half years' 
interest, 1810, 1811, and 1812, at five per cent, or 30«. per 
annum, total 3/. 15«., — and it can be further shewn that Mr. 
•K.'s maritime affairs removed him from Scarborough in that 
same year, 1813. Now it is very remarkable that although 
Mr. Keatley 's name appears in the list of yearly contributors 
to the School at 10«. 6d, in 1813, and for several years after 
his removal from Scarborough, yet in no one of them is he 
inserted as a shareholder; but, on the other hand, the name of 
Mr. Rowntree's father does for the first time appear in the list 
of 1813 under that character, and as it would seem in the 
lieu and stead of Mr. Keatley's which was withdrawn, and so 
continued from that time. 

The natural inference, therefore, seems to be this, that 
Mr. Rowntree's father intended to have made Mr. K. a further 
and final payment on this account, but by reason of his removal 
and want of opportunity, he was deprived of the means of 
effecting his purpose in his lifetime, which his son and successor 
has now a golden opportunity of completing, if so disposed ; 
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and under the very peculiar and difficult circumstances of the 
case, it is hoped the above will be considered a calm and candid 
view of it, subject of course to any modification or explanation 
of which it may yet be susceptible. 
Mr. John Rowntree. 

• 

Such were the views and feelings with which the case of 
this humble but respectable individual was proposed to Mr. 
Rowntree's notice, and surely no request could be more reason- 
able than the inspection and examination of the books of his 
late father, to which, moreover, he had himself referred, for the 
purpose of clearing up every difficulty. However, after con- 
siderable hesitation and delay, Mr. Rowntree sent the following 
as his reply to the two last-recited letters, viz. — 

''John Rowntree has been absent from Scarborough 
about a fortnight, he did, however, receive a note from George 
Davies, just before he left home, which note contained inquiries 
that J. R. has no means of answering, except from memory. 
The information asked for might probably be obtained in the 
Secretary's minutes. Henry Brearey was Secretary at the 
time referred to, but where his books are J. R. has no means 
of knowing. J. R. believes that he furnished in his former 
note all the information that could reasonably be required from 
him, but he takes this opportunity to correct an error which he 
made as to the date of the payment to W. Keatley, owing to 
looking to the top of the wrong page. Payments were made 
to thirteen old shareholders, commencing 7 mo. (July) 13th, 
1313, but owing to some cause^ probably absence from home, 
W. Keatley did not receive his 3/. 15*. until 6mo. (June) 
24th, 1816. J. R: repeats that the late John Rowntree had 
nothing to do with the arrangements made by the old share- 
holders; he paid the proportions agreed upon betwixt them 
and the new, and reported all his payments to the Committee. 
Nine old shareholders received 18/. 15s. each. Four re- 
ceived 3/. 15«. each; among the latter is Thomas TindaU. 
Anthony Beswick received 42/., probably a debt due to him j 
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and the old shareholders who retained their shares at the 
reduced value of 18/. received 15#. each, except that som^ of 
thein allowed that balance to go to the general purposes or the 
School. Thirteen new shareholders, among whom were George 
Davies and John Rowntree, paid 18/. each. The latter cer- 
tainly paid the whole of his 18/. The shares were not bought 
singly, but the agreement was betwixt the old shareholders 
as a body, and the new. For the latter John Rowntree was 
Treasurer, and George Davies had ample opportunity for know- 
ing that his accounts were correct Why W. Keatley and 
three others received less than the rest does not appear from 
any documents in J. R.'s possession, but he has been told, and 
believes the fact was, that they had never paid up for their 
shares to the old shareholders. J. R. now wishes to decline 
any further correspondence with G. Davies respecting the 
School. He is amply provided with the means for rebutting 
either insinuations, or direct charges, against the integrity of 
his late father, but he believes the number of persons to be 
exceedingly small, who will require any further vindication 
than that which his well-known character afforded." 

This extraordinay letter, without any date, was delivered 
about noon on Friday 12th June, and the same evening the 
following acknowledgment of it was returned, noticing the 
entire omission of dates, both of itself and of the letters referred 
to, in it : — 

Scarborough, Friday Afternoon, 12M June, 1840. 

Mr. Davies has received this morning, between 1 1 and 
12 o'clock, a note from Mr. Rowntree, hut tvithout any date, 
purporting to be a reply to om he had received from Mr« 
Davies, as he admits, about a fortnight ago, and this also 
written without giving its proper date. 

Mr. Davies, not receiving any acknowledgment of thi» 
note, which was dated 27th ultimo, in due course, was induced 
to write again to Mr. Rowntree on the 8th instant, inclosing a 
duplicate copy of his former letter, with some additional matter 
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of ^ave import, which last note was duly delivered at Mr. R.'s 
house on the day of its date, although Mr. R., for reasons he 
can best explain, has declined specifically to refer to it. How- 
ever, if any doubt exists on this point, Mr. D. can furnish a 
duplicate of this also, if called for. 

Mr. Davies, therefore, without going into the various 
points stated in Mr. Rowntree's present note, for want of time 
to make the necessary investigation, contents himself now with 
the simple notice of these manifest irregularities in the sup- 
pression of dates, which he is the more surprised at, from 
observing Mr. R.'s great care to correct a former misappre- 
hension of the exact time of payment to Mr. Keatley from 
1313 to 1816, and which surely might have suggested the 
propriety and order of •adhering to the usual practice of giving 
and quoting true and exact dates in an affair of this kind. 
Mr. John Rowntrec. 

After a few days* consideration, and communication with 
Mr. Keatley, the writer sent this further answer to Mr. 
Rowntree's last letter : — 

Scarboroughy 29th June, 1840. 

Mr. Davies, by his last note to Mr. Rowntree of the 
12th instant, could but merely acknowledge the receipt of Mr. 
R.'s letter, which had just been delivered at his house on that 
same day, but without any date attached to it, or even any 
distinct reference by date to either of Mr. D.'s two letters of 
27th May and 8th June instant, to which Mr. R.'s note pur- 
ports to be a reply. This palpable irregularity Mr. D. consi- 
dered the more necessary to be immediately noticed, because 
the suppression of exact dates (as in a late instance) frequently 
obstructs and mystifies the investigation of important facts; 
but Mr. D. charitably hopes it was not done with any such 
intention in the present case. 

Mr. Davies will now apply himself to the investigation 
of Mr. Rowntree's last note ; and in its commencement observes 
that Mr. R. evidently, though not avowedly, refers to Mr. D.'s 

h2 
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previous letter of 27th May, after a fwUagh£% eonnderatUmy 
and the succeeding one of the 8th Jane, and intimates that 
they " contained inquiries that J. R. has no means of answering 
except from memory." How this can possiUy he the case Mr. 
D. is utterly unable to comprehend, seeing that all that Mr. 
D. required was, not the exercise of Mr. R.'s memonfy hat the 
inspection of, or a correct transcript from, Mr. Rowntree's 
father's book of entries, upon the occasion of the acknowledged 
payments to Mr. Keatley and others respectively. This book 
of entries of receipts and payments, kept with all that exactness 
and order which was habitual to the writer of it, is now admitted 
to be in Mr. R.'s possession at this present time; whereas the 
Secretaries' book of minutes of the Committee, kept by the 
late Mr. Henry Brearey, even if Mr. R. was able, or felt dis- 
posed to produce it, would not, as Mr. R. well knows, clear ap 
the matter, because it was quite out of the Secretary's depart- 
ment to keep {he Treasurer's accounts, and it is this idenUcai 
book of accounts and entries of the Treasurer which is in' Mr. 
R.'s possession, that can alone properly elucidate this otherwise 
obscure and mysterious subject, either to Mr. D.'s or Mr. 
Keatley 's satisfaction, or that of others; and Mr. D. is quite 
willing to allow of this criterion or test of truth, so far as it 
accords with reason and fact, but he cannot consent to substi- 
tute for this any exposition, or gloss, or recollection of Mr. R.'s, 
nor can he admit the cogency or propriety of Mr. R.'s reference 
to the " Secretary's Minutes," of which book of Minutes, more- 
over, he is good enough to say now, for the first time, " where 
his (H. Brearey 's) books are J. R. has no means of knowing.'^ 
Mr. Davies has already taken some pains to come at these 
Minutes, and Mr. R. cannot be ignorant that he very lately 
applied to the Committee to have the inspection of them, but 
although that application was rejected, nothing was then said 
of their being lost or mislaid, and Mr. D. cannot help suspect- 
ing that they will yet be found in Mr. R.'s possession or power, 
if he will but really and sincerely set about the search for them, 
just as the Trustrdeed of the School, after some hesitation and 
demur about it, was at last found to be so likewise'. 
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Be this as it may, poor Mr. Keatley's unhappy situa- 
tion is not at all altered or relieved by any such trifling 
adventitious circumstance. His name was arbitrarily, and 
without his knowledge, removed in 1813, as appears by the 
first Report of that year, from amongst those who were 
originally and properly called Shareholders, without receiving 
any consideration whatever for the interest or share he had 
held in the School from the beginning of the Institution in 
1810, and some other person placed in that list in his room ; 
and it was not until 1816 that he received from Mr. R.'8 
father the first and only payment he could ever obtain of 
3/. 15*., which, as Mr. Keatley very properly observes, " was 
an acknowledgment of his being a Shareholder, but was by 
no means adequate to what he paid to the School." And 
with regard to Mr. R.'s assertion in his last letter, without a 
date, that '' he (Mr. R.) has been told, and believes the fact 
was, that Mr. Keatley (and others) had never paid up for 
their shares to the old Shareholders." Mr. Keatley's reply is 
short and to the point, viz. " I am certainly sure that I always 
paid my part, except one drawing, from the time I became a 
member, and that was the last drawing ; and it was reported 
the School could not hold out, it was built on too large a 
scale." 

This last drawing, or call, most probably refers to the 
claim of Mr. Anthony Beswick upon the School, which was 
outstanding and unpaid by him, as well as the other Share- 
holders in common, and which could only extend to 30*. ot 
35«. each among so many ; and, upon the whole, Mr. D. must 
say that he never remembers to have met with any case of 
such fair and honest pretensions treated with more unfeeling 
indifference, not to say contempt, bordering almost on the 
appearance of a mockery of the justness of the claim, and 
based, moreover, upon nothing but some idle tale which 
Mr. R. alleges to have been told and believes, from some 
nameless individual. The plain common sense view of the 
matter is, did Mr. Keatley at any time part with his share in 
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the School? and if, as it seems, he never did, then surely 
Mr. R. will hardly pretend to say that the trifling sum of 
3/. 15s. is all that was due to him. 

With regard to what Mr. Rowntree's note further 
states, so far as concerns Mr. D. personcUly^ viz., that " Geo. 
Davies had ample opportunities for knowing that his (Mr. 
R.'s father) accounts were correct." He hegs leave in the 
most direct and unqualified manner, consistent with courtesy 
and truth, to deny that he ever had such opportunity afforded 
him; nor does he recollect that any public disclosure or 
printed Report, grounded upon any audit of the accounts 
of these transactions, was ever made, either to the Committee 
or the Subscribers, or to the supporters of the School, at any 
time or in any manner whatever. Mr. R.'s father's character, 
so well known and deservedly appreciated, was a pledge that 
all he did was well done; but Mr. D. must likewise insist 
that, notwithstanding this frank and unreserved expression of 
his own sentiments and views, he is neither " bringing insi- 
nuations or direct charges" against the integrity of Mr. R.'s 
father, but simply appealing to those just an^ honourable 
memorials which he has left behind him in his son's hands, in 
contradistinction to that sophistry and bad taste which would 
becloud his actions by refusing a fair and liberal exposure of 
them ; and all this, be it remembered, to the manifest wrong 
and injury of a poor decayed and helpless old man, an inmate 
of an almshouse, who is going to his grave in penury and 
sorrow. Upon a dispassionate review of the whole of Mr. R.'s 
diffuse but very unsatisfactory letter, there are yet other topics 
which may justly require some notice in due time, but Mr. D.'s 
object now is, and has been, to confine himself to the original 
case of Mr. Keatley; and upon this head Mr. D. conceives 
that Mr. Rov/ntree is fairly called upon, in point of honour 
and conscience, and common justice, to account to him and 
Mr. Keatley, and all others, as follows, viz. — 

1. By the unreserved and willing disclosure of the source 
from whence Mr. R. has drawn his misinformation 
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respecting Mr. Keatley not having kept up his pay- 
ments, and upon which Mr. R. appears, hastily and 
groundlessly, to have formed his easy, and therefore 
convenient, belief, that so it really was. 

2. And, above all, Mr. R. is requested and urged to pro- 

duce the original books of his late father, or at least 
a correct transcript of them in those particulars here- 
inbefore referred to, not to gratify an idle curiosity, 
but for the elucidation and establishment of truth 
and justice, — at all events. 

3. By some fair and equitable adjustment of Mr. Keat- 

ley's reasonable claims to remuneration for his share 
of the Schools, which now turn out to have for so 
many years wrongfully remained in abeyance, and 
which, in his peculiar situation, is severely felt as 
a serious loss and inconvenience ; and this beu>g 
complied with, he assures Mr. D. that he has no 
objection to put his signature to the Deed of Con- 
veyance in his hands, and which only wants his 
(Mr. K.'s) name to make it complete. 
Mr. John Rowntree. 

Mr. Rowntree, however, still maintaining the most marked 
and inflexible silence, the writer was under the necessity of 
sending the following short note, expressive of his surprise, 
and again reminding him of the original case of Mr. Keatley, 
and that an answer was anxiously expected : — 

Monday Afternoon^ 6th July. 
Mr. Davies having sent his last note to Mr. Rowntree 
of 29th ultimo, as well as his preceding one of the 12th same, 
by a confidential person, who delivered them at Mr. R.'s house 
immediately after their respective dates, is rather surprised 
that in the interval he has received no reply from Mr. R. to 
either of them ; and a week having just elapsed since the date 
of the last note, Mr. Davies takes this opportunity of remind- 
ing Mr. R. of the omission, which on the part of Mr. Keatley 
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he may justly complain of as irregular and almost unpre- 
cedented, especially as Mr. R. must be sensible that the affair 
cannot be suffered to remain as it is, and an answer is there- 
fore highly expedient and necessary on his own account, as 
well as Mr. Keatley's. 

In addition to those letters, others were respectively ad- 
dressed to Henry Brearey, Esq. of York, the son of the former 
Secretary, to W. D. T. Duesbery, Esq. of Beverley, to Thomas 
Thornton and Henry Fowler, Esqrs., and Mr. John Gillott, of 
Scarborough, on the subject of the Minute Books of the Com- 
mittee, in consequence of Mr. Rowntree's representation now, 
far the first time, that the early ones from the year 1813, kept 
by Secretary H. Brearey, were missing ; and from the three 
first-named gentlemen the writer received immediate and 
explicit answers, but was put to great trouble by the two last, 
in writing three or four letters to each of them, and with great 
difficulty could, even then, extract any distinct reply from 
either of them. Mr. Fowler at length confessing that, although 
now a Vice-President of the Institution, he was unable himself 
to refer to any of the Minute Books of the Committee ; thereby 
• indicating, beyond all reasonable doubt, a settled plan, and 
determination somewhere, to evade all inquiry or investiga- 
tion ; and thus, as the result, to conceal the true grounds of 
the existing controversy, by refusing to produce the Books of 
Entries, and giving all possible trouble, and creating delay and 
difficulty in the business, by causing so many letters to be 
written without deigning to give any reply, or only such a reply 
as they must have known was beside the purpose. The public, 
however, will easily perceive the studied object of all this 
to be anything but creditable to the parties principally con- 
cerned, if not indicative of conscious weakness, to say the 
least. But finding these last repeated applications to Mr. 
Rowntree were treated with so much neglect and indifference, 
and not being able to procure the least satisfaction from him 
pr Mr, H. Fowler, the writer, as a last resource, addressed 
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himself again to Dr. Murray, the President, by the following 
letter: — 

*' Whatever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them." — MaU, vii. 12. 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, 9th July, 1840. 

The amiability and notoriety of your character as a 
distinguished philanthropist and scholar, inclines me to believe 
that you cannot but approve of the motto I have selected, as 
the most appropriate I could have chosen for the purpose of 
the present letter, which is simply to lay before you the dis- 
tressful case of one of the respectable but now impoverished 
Founders of the Lancasterian School Institution with which 
you stand so intimately connected as President, and in refer- 
ence to which Institution I have had occasion for the last 
seven or eight months very frequently to write to you relative 
to the general conduct and proceedings of its Officers and 
Managing Committee ; and which I trust I may yet have health 
and opportunity to bring again under your notice, and that of 
the public, in a more authorised and complete form than I 
have hitherto been able to accomplish. 

The subject of this letter, therefore, is purposely confined to 
the individual case of a Mr. Wellborn Keatley, who is now 
living in one of the almshouses near London, in consequence 
of the decay of his circumstances, which formerly, at Scar- 
borough, were prosperous, as a shipmaster and owner j and 
when thus situated in the year 1810, he, with a few other 
shipowners, purchased the ground, and erected the aforesaid 
schoolhouse, at an expense which according to documents still 
existing in my hands, amounted to the sum of £1013 8 8 
But on account of which the Proprietors and 
Shareholders obtained by Donations and Sub- 
scriptions in 1810-11-12 towards the liquid- 
ation of the above sum 353 16 5 



Leaving a balance then due and out standing \ £qkq ^o q 
on this account j*ody 
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Mr. Keatley, it appears, went into the Transport Service 
in 1813, just before the conclusive arrangement was entered 
into by the other Proprietors or Shareholders for the sur- 
render of their remaining interest in this concern to the public, 
at a great reduction from its original cost to them; and from 
the best information I can collect, each of these original 
Proprietors were chargeable with and actually disbursed about 
d5/.| which was subsequently reduced to about 30/., and, at 
the very lowest calculation, fluctuated between that amount 
and 251., but certainly never less. In fine, the bulk of the 
original Shareholders did in 1813 consent to a compromise of 
their individual shares at the fixed price of 13/., agreed and 
resolved upon at a Public Meeting, each sacrificing any difier- 
ence or loss that might arise thereby for the general good 
of the Institution, and in pursuance thereof, did then imme- 
diately after convey over the property to nine Trustees (of 
which number I am the first-named in the Deed), with distinct 
covenants, nevertheless, that the same should be made secure 
to the public for ever as a school, upon the plan and system 
of Joseph Lancaster, and also upon other covenants therein 
declared of and concerning the same. This first deed you are 
aware was for some time asserted to be in my hands by Mr. 
William Rowntree, one of the Secretaries, but was afterwards 
discovered, as I had anticipated it would be, in the possession 
of his uncle, Mr. John Rowntree; and you are also aware that 
a copy of it has since been refused me by the Committee, 
although I am one of the three Trustees now living. 

Mr. Keatley, following his employ at sea, and unavoid- 
ably absent] from Scarborough from 1813 to 1816 — was not 
one of the original contracting parties to the beforementioned 
arrangement, but when he came back in 1816 he applied to 
Mr. Rowntree's father, who was Treasurer to the Institution, 
for his share or claim in respect of the School. Now it appears, 
that, by the three first Annual Reports of the School in 1813, 
14 and 15, in my possession, Mr. Keatley 's name was not 
inserted in the list as a Shareholder, but some other person 



THE SCARBOROUGH LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS. 85 

placed in his stead, which extraordinary abstraction or omis- 
sion of his name under that character, evidently demonstrates 
that it was at least intended he should have been paid for such 
his share, ai the same tigreed rate of 18/. for his principal as 
ike other withdrawing Shareholders of that period were paid, 
and also the same amount of interest as they received, and 
which upon the average outlay or cost of 30/. each, would for 
2^ years amount to 3/. 15«. over and above the 18/. so agreed 
to be paid by divers Resolutions of Public Meetings held for 
that purpose. It further appears that several of them did 
receive this 3/. 15«. for interest, with that 18/. of principal, 
and others were content to receive 15«. for only half-a year's 
interest by way of acknowledgment of their right to such 
interest then and in all future time, whilst some returned or 
gave up the amount for the benefit of the general funds of the 
Institution. 

Mr. Keatley, however, being entirely ignorant of these 
money transactions, upon his return to Scarborough in 1816 
received from Mr. Rowntree, the Treasurer, the 3/. 15«., same 
as others were paid for interest, but has never received a single 
penny more at any time than this one payment, on account 
either of principal or interest ; and now finding that his name 
was arbitrarily and without his knowledge withdrawn from the 
list of Shareholders ever since the year 1813, and that his 
present very reduced circumstances compel him to seek for 
some compensation for this, to him, very severe loss, he has 
authorized the undersigned to interfere on his behalf, for the 
purpose of obtaining a just and equitable settlement thereof 
from you, Sir, and the Officers and Committee of the Institu- 
tion under your patronage, promising on his part, to sign the 
Deed of Conveyance of his interest to the Trustees, as others 
have done before him, and without which the Deed itself is 
so far incomplete. 

These are the simple facts of this very hard case, which 
in order to avoid giving any more trouble than I could help, 
and bearing in mind your reluctance of late to entertain this 
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School question upon general prtneipleSf I have, in the first 
instance, addressed myself to Mr. John Rowntree, the son of 
the former Treasurer, and the correspondence I have ready to 
be submitted to your calm and considerate judgment, and that 
of an unbiased public, if he should he unwilling to produce the 
same for general inspection, satisfied as I am, that the claim, 
so reasonable and just in itself, cannot be resisted either by 
you or any impartial person that properly considers the case 
of this poor but respectable old man, and that he should not 
be deprived of his property or right without an adequate con- 
sideration (for the trifling sum of 3/. 15«., as he very justly 
observes, was only an acknowledgment of it), in utter disre- 
gard of all reason or right, and in defiance of the Divine 
injunction with which this letter begins and ends ; — " What- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 

them." 

I am, dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 

Peter Murray, Esq. m.d. etc. George Davies. 

To this letter the President was pleased to return the answer 
following : — 

Dear Sir, Belle Vtie, Friday^ July \Otii. 

I have this morning been favoured with your letter, 
and really must be excused from giving any opinion on a 
subject in which I have no concern whatever, as I am neither 
a proprietor nor original founder of the Lancasterian Schools. 
Accept my thanks for the kindness of your expressions to me 
personally, and with my best wishes for your health and 
happiness, 

I remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 
G. Davies, Esq. P. Murray. 

The Doctor had, unconsciously no doubt, referred to my 
letter in very general terms, and without quoting its date, and 
this, with its astounding contents, obliged the writer, after due 
consideration, to return an acknowledgment of it, thus: — 



THE SCARBOROUGH LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS. 87 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, Tuesday nufhtf iAtk Juhj^ 1840. 

I duly received your note of Friday, the lOtb instant, 
referring to a letter of mine, I presume of the day preceding. 
The simple fact is this. A poor man, an inmate of an alms- 
bouse, complains of injustice done him, and shews that some- 
thing is due to him from the Lancasterian School Society at 
Scarborough, which has long remained unpaid; the Institution 
being all the time in the possession and use of the property, part 
of the consideration for his share of which constitutes the debt. 
To a poor man a small sum is large. The President of the 
Ipstitution replies, '* It is a subject in which I have no concern 
whatever.** 

Surely such a reply could not have been intended by 
Dr, Murray ! I make no other comment. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
Peter Murray, Esq., m.d. etc. George Davies. 

President of the Lancasterian Schools, Scarborough. 

Hearing nothing from Dr. Murray at this time, and having 
gOon after received a most pressing and important letter from 
Mr. Keatley, the writer again took an early opportunity of 
laying the case before him for consideration and inquiry, in 
the mutual discharge of their several responsible duties, by the 
following note, to which, however, as well as the former, the 
writer has received no reply or acknowledgment of any sort : 

Dear Sir, Scarborough, Monduy, lOth August, 1840. 

An imperative sense of duty compels me to address 
you at this time, in consequence of a most urgent and moving 
letter which I received last week from poor old Mr. Keatley, 
begging of me still to present, by every means in my power, 
his distressful case to your notice for public inquiry, as I have 
already done by my two last letters of the 9th and 14th ult 
Your observation in reply to the former— that " it is a subject 
in which I have no concern whatever," — is certainly not con- 
sistent with your position as President of the Lancasterian 
School Society, nor in accordance with your general or private 
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character for benevolence and justice, and I am therefore 
obliged to suppose that it has been dictated by the same secret 
influence which would deprive this poor man, not only of his 
equitable and just right, but would take occasion also to tra- 
duce and insult him by the assertion of injurious imputations, 
which, however, they will find some difficulty in verifying by 
any positive proofs. To all such party proceedings I should 
be very sorry to see Dr. Murray continue to ally himself, as I 
am quite sure they cannot add to his present peace, or abiding 
respectability and usefulness. Pardcm this honest expression 
of my sober sentiments, but feeling much sympathy for the 
unhappy condition of my aged, afflicted, and injured corre- 
spondent, I could not, in conscience, conceal them from you. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 
Peter Murray, Esq. if.D. etc. George Davies^ 

President of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

To this peculiarly severe case of Mr. Keatley, and the very 
remarkable coincidence of conduct both of Dr. Murray and of 
Mr. John Rowntree in respect of it, the writer will, however^ 
more fully and freely advert in the further prosecution of thb 
Narrative History, etc. merely observing here,, that at this time 
he necessarily determined upon the drawing up and circulating 
a Letter of Remanstrancej which should have especial reference 
to the original documents which form the groundwork of the 
present controversy, including a full categorical answer to the 
several points of the Committee's extraordinary Resolution dated 
7th January last, and he takes the opportunity in this stage of 
the Historic Narrative, again to refer to those documents, and 
especially to the last of them, as afibrding strong and incontro- 
vertible evidence of the groundless nature of all the assertions 
which that Resolution assumes as faetSf known and admitted 
on all sides. These Letters, Resolution and Protest have been 
reprinted in the commencement of this History, pp. 3 — 14, 
and are purposely and conspicuously placed there for conve- 
nient reference, and as forming the pith and substance of the 
whole dispute. 
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CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS AND FACTS. 

The candid reader, and especially the interested local sub- 
scriber to the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools, who may 
have taken the pains to travel through this Narrative History, 
as detailed in the preceding correspondence, cannot fail to 
perceive that, after laying aside much empty declamation, and 
many misplaced theories, the real question at issue is not one 
to be decided by the mere assertion or assumption of either 
party, but by positive and weU-attested facts. That the party 
complained against, and who are in the possession of all or 
any of such facts or documents, ought, in all fairness to lay 
them open, freely and unreservedly to the public, and espe- 
cially to the supporters of, and subscribers to the Schools, who 
are essentially interested in the matter; and that any reluc- 
tance or refusal by either party, to disclose such facts and 
documents in their original simplicity and genuineness, justly 
forfeits all claim to public confidence and regard. 

In this unenviable situation it may be seen the Lancasterian 
School Committee, or rather the acting Members of it, have 
undoubtedly placed themselves in various ways ; as — 

1. By their refusal to produce any books of the Society to 

be open to inspection and examination of the writer, 
though himself a Trustee of the Society, and having 
duties to discharge as such, and there being only one 
other Trustee in the place. 

2. By Mr. Rowntree's refusal to give any copy or extracts 

from, or even to produce his late father's book of 
Cash Accounts as Treasurer, in order to shew the 
appropriation of the School funds when the change 
took place in the year 1813, both in the constitution 
and membership of the Society, and which might 
clear up every difficulty, either general or particular, 
personal or public. 

\1 
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3. By a nmilar refusal of the Committee to allow the 

writer to take a copy of the Trust-deed or any other 
deeds or documents, except through their own pro- 
festional agenti^ and at hit private and personal ex- 
pense, when it is notorious that as a Trustee it is 
incident to that situation and its duties, which can 
only he accurately ascertained from the Deed which 
prescribes them, to have such coi^yfree of eat; and 
moreover he was promised such copy when he signed 
the Deed. 

4. By various vexatious and harassing annoyances thrown 

in the way of a fair and open scrutiny and examina- 
tion, and avoiding to give prompt and direct answers 
to the inquiries and observations which have neces- 
sarily arisen in the course of these long protracted 
discussions, and finally by refusing to give any an- 
swers whatever, Jn which course they appear to hope 
most eflfectually to stop all further inquiry. 

In all these and other respects, instead of shewing any con- 
fident reliance on the goodness of their cause or the validity 
of their bold assumptions, they rather betray a totally different 
character of inefficiency, vacillation, and utter abandonment of 
every sound principle of moral excellence, unfitting them for 
the proper management of the School transactions upon the 
just and honourable grounds of its formation and original esta- 
blishment, and calculated to be entirely subversive of all good 
faith, and mutual confidence between man and man. 

In this sweeping censure, however, the writer would by no 
means include all the respectable names which stand on the 
published list of the Committee ; several of them he is aware, 
and has previously admitted, have been placed there rather as 
honorary members, than as being expected or intended to take 
any active part in the proceedings of a few resident members ; 
and in this respect certainly great allowances should be made 
for the amiable and kind-hearted President, Dr. Murray, whose 
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benevolent tendencies are so well known and justly appreciated ; 
but however much he is, and ought to be respected, on these 
accounts, and however unwilling the writer would be to enter 
the lists with him on questions of Philosophy or Natural His- 
tory, Geology or Geometry, Physics or Metaphysics, yet he 
trusts he is not assuming too much in laying claim to at least 
an equal competency of understanding with him on a simple 
question of reason or of fact, of tneum and tuum, or of what 
may be considered morally right or wrong, after some extended 
experience of the busy world, and a pretty general acquaintance 
with men and things. Indeed, the worthy President has been 
pleased, in one of his letters, April 10, 1840, p. 19, to pay the 
writer a compliment on "his excellent understanding," yet in 
a former letter of 19th November preceding, p. 37, he writes 
thus — " I cannot help thinking you have not taken your usual 
dear view of this business, and that there has been some crose- 
reatUngf if we may so say." This mode of expression seems 
liable to some doubtful construction, and although the writer 
willingly acquits Dr. Murray of any sinister intention, yet, 
coming from such a quarter, the expressions might be perverted 
in a way more or less injurious to the subject of them, because 
it is not every one who is so favoured, as the writer is, with a 
good natural constitution, and energy of mind and purpose to 
bear up calmly under such multiplied wrongs and incessant 
vexations as he has met with, without suffering much more 
than he has done, both mentally and bodily. Nevertheless, the 
writer freely exonerates Dr. Murray, in this or any other instance, 
wherein he may have keenly felt himself aggrieved, and been 
deprived of the Doctor's friendly sympathy — casually suspended 
rather, not forfeited on either side — and which is yet therefore 
capable of revival, and even of improvement, when the present 
obstructing causes shall be removed out of the way. But sor- 
rowful it is to observe that the admission of the writer's " con- 
fessed opulence," in the Doctor's poUte phraseology, or poor 
Mr. Keatley's reduced circumstances, which cannot be dis- 
puted, are, to say the least, regarded with the same indifference. 
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and tlieir equally just claims alike treated as uuworthy oi 
notice by him, and by those whose influence over the Presi- 
dent's opinions and actions are all powerful and supreme. 

In respect then to the case of Mr. Wellborn Keatley, just 
referred to, it will be seen that both the President Dr. Murray, 
and the Vice-President Mr. John Rowntree, are now quite 
agreed in declining to answer any inquiries by letter, or to go 
into the subject further, although Mr. Rowntree, when first 
applied to, had shewn himself forward to do so, as a reference 
to the late correspondence fully evinces. In fact, the conduct 
of this same Mr. John Rowntree, with that of his partner and 
nephew, Mr. William Rowntree the Secretary, and assisted 
or countenanced more or less by 2^ Jew others of the Society of 
Friends, and those under their influence, and at their sug- 
gestion, may justly claim a more extended notice in this His- 
tory, more especially as the former is referred to so often by 
name in the President's letters, and otherwise as such an 
undoubted authority in every matter relative to these Lancaa- 
terian Schools. It is upon this public ground that the writer 
proposes to be somewhat more explicit in his remarks, not 
however indulging in any invidious or personal feeling of 
ill-will against him or any other individual, much less for the 
purpose of reflecting generally upon that large and influential 
and highly-respected section of the body politic to which they 
belong, whose consistent principles are so well known and 
approved as are the Society of Friends, but for the sole 
purpose of developing the want of that consistency and of 
those principles which has distinguished a small part of the 
Society here, who having pinned their faith upon Mr. Rown- 
tree 's confident representations and assertions, give reason to 
believe that they are disposed rather to be led by him, than 
to listen to a plain, straightforward statement of facts and 
reasonings. 

The writer's knowledge of these Lancasterian Schools goes 
back even to their first original formation in 1810, and he was 
probably an earlier contributor to them than either Mr. Rown- 
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tree or his father, by a donation of 2/. 2«. in that same year. 
The avowed connexion of the present Mr. John Rowntree 
with the Institution seems to have been in 1813, when, by the 
first published Report of that year, his name appears as a 
half-guinea subscriber, and so continued for several successive 
years. At this time the writer was an annual subscriber of 
11. 1«., and then of 1/. 11«. Sd., besides giving a donation 
towards the expense of dividing the Girls* School from the 
Boys', which was soon found to be desirable and necessary. 

In this early state of the School transactions, it was well 
known to the writer and many of the old members and sub- 
scribers, that the present Mr. J. R. was the constant assistant 
of and adviser with his late father in all his affairs, financial, 
commercial, or otherwise, and that they both took an active 
part, with the writer and others, in the settling, re-modelling, 
and success of the Schools, upon the publicly avowed prin- 
ciples which had been arranged and resolved upon at several 
general meetings of the inhabitants and subscribers, held for 
that purpose. The deceased Mr. John Rowntree was generally 
well known as a man of inflexible integrity, and unblemished 
character, but still, like other men, fallible, and occasionally 
intractable and erroneous in his views. He however disdained 
all covert acts of sophistry or delusion. He was above all 
petty shifts and contrivances to gain popular applause by the 
suppression of what he believed to be the truth. In short, he 
was a man of principle from the best motives and for the best 
ends, and on these accounts he was generally, but not inva- 
riably, invited to take the chair at public or private meetings 
of the Society. His weight and influence, therefore, among 
the circle of his own particular friends, and generally through- 
out the town, very naturally pointed him out as a fit and 
proper person to be Treasurer of the Institution; in which 
office, however, the writer, for a very short period, and much 
against his wish, was associated with him as Joint-Treasurer ; 
and the reason why, he believes, he was so chosen and solicited 
to serve, was an intended compliment to him, as a then new 
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settler in the town, and taking so very active a share in can- 
vassing for subscriptions and donations to the Institution; and 
in this capacity he might rather be said to be the walking or 
working Treasurer, and his co-adjutor, Mr. R., the sole ac- 
countant or receiving Treasurer; and, from sundry MSS. and 
printed papers in the writer's hands, it appears, he was further 
employed in drawing up several addresses recommending the 
Institution to general support and patronage. Previously to 
this, however, several important public meetings were held at the 
Town Hall and other places, and a Special Committee appointed 
to report on the formation of Rules and Resolutions, with the 
most feasible, and practicable, and best considered modes of 
carrying them into effect, at which the Messrs. Rown trees 
father and son, constantly assisted, and the proceedings were 
duly entered in the Book of Minutes kept at the time ; which 
Rules and Resolutions, Accounts, and other Documents, either 
in MS. or in print, it is believed, still remain in the custody 
or power of the present Mr. John Rowntree, as the son and 
successor of his late father, and are exactly those " original 
documents" upon the true meaning and construction of which 
the Institution was completely re-modelled and established in 
1813 ; and upon the faith of which the writer, as well as many 
others, agreed to advance so much money as was found to be 
absolutely necessary, to enable the Committee to pay off all 
just claims or incumbrances then existing. One of the printed 
circular particulars of such a public meeting at the Town 
Hall the writer had an opportunity of seeing, at the office of 
Messrs. Hesp and Uppleby, in March last ; and other subse- 
quent meeting or meetings were held, which would, of course, 
appear reported in the Minute Book kept for that purpose, 
and also those in print, which would be equally deposited in 
Mr. Rowntree 's hands, most probably with the original Lease 
and Release of the ground from Mr. George Nesfield in 1810, 
upon the death of Mr. Henry Brearey, the first Secretary 
to the Institution. The said Lease and Release the writer 
saw at Messrs. H. and U.'s offices, as also the Declaration of 
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Trust, executed by the writer and eight other Trustees (only 
two besides himself being now living), were carefully put up 
in a brown paper envelope, and most accurately indorsed in 
the late Mr. Rowntree's own handwriting, as follows : — 

" Lancasterian School-Conveyance of Land from 
George Nesfield, and Declaration of Trusts." 

And yet, with such a full and exact superscription in the well- 
known hand of the late Mr. R., the present Mr. R. and his 
nephew and partner, Mr. William R., would at first have had 
it believed that the Trust Deed was in the writer's hands, and 
not in theirs. 

As to giving or allowing permission to take copies or ex- 
tracts of these or other documentary papers, which has been, 
and still is, so pertinaciously resisted and refused by Mr. 
Rowntree, and his party of " Friends" — it is now of late as- 
serted by Mr. R., that as to all the early Minute Books of the 
Society's proceedings which were kept by the late Mr. Henry 
Brearey, the first Secretary, " he has no means of knowing 
where they are" (see Letter without date, p. 75); and as 
the earliest of these Minute Books would doubtless register, 
confirm and ratify those Resolutions of Public Meetings before 
stated, as well as other matters of considerable moment, it is 
highly probable they would be deposited with Mr. John 
Rowntree, or his family, for safe custody, and will yet be 
found to exist among the other documents, which have been 
already discovered among the late Mr. Rowntree's papers. 
Indeed it is utterly incredible that documents of such import- 
ance can have been lost or mislaid by men of such habits of 
regularity and order. But really if such miserable pretexts 
are to be set up in order to preclude all fisiir inquiry, and to 
leave the writer, and others similarly situated and interested, 
without any remedy against such virtual suppression of facts 
and documents, except only such as Mr. Rowntree and his 
particular friends find convenient to disclose, the writer and 
others so situated might well be considered as in a hopeless 
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condition, entirely at their mercy, and obliged to submit to 
any terms that he and his friends may choose to impose ; but 
if it can truly be made appear that, by the production of those 
documents, a valid and incontestable case would be furnished 
of the justice of their claims, then upon every principle of 
honour and equity and fair dealing, such means should be 
made accessible, without further evasion, or delay, or needless 
expense to either party, but more especially to the complain- 
ing party. It is, however, a happy feature in this business, 
that the unfair conduct of the resisting party, has (contrary 
to their expectations) turned out rather to the furtherance of 
the truth, as it has put the writer, though at great personal 
labour and research, to a more careful and rigid examination 
of his books and papers, even from the very beginning of the 
periods alluded to in 1812, 13 and 14; and the results of 
such investigation have only tended the more effectually to 
confirm his first impressions and recollections, inasmuch as 
they have furnished him with the proceedings and resolutions 
of several Public Meetings which clearly shew the spirit of the 
original understanding which existed between all parties, and 
how much they differ from that which has been of late broached 
and insisted on by the Resolution of the Committee of the 7th 
of January last. Particular attention is directed to the follow- 
ing extracts from documents in the writer's possession, and 
which extend so far back as 1810, or earlier; even before a 
Schoolhouse was erected; viz. 

" Sensible of the advantages to be derived from Mr. Lan- 
caster's system of education, we, whose names are subscribed, 
have associated for the purpose of accelerating its introduc- 
tion into the town of Scarborough. We have unanimously 
resolved and agreed : — That we will attempt the establishment 
of a School for the reception of the children of the poor at the 
reduced rate of one penny per week," and then, after specifying 
other objects of their considerate benevolence, they proceed to 
state, *' that should there not, within a reasonable time from 
the opening of our School, be established within the town of 
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Scarborough, a Lancasterian School, for the benefit of what 
are commouly termed the middling and better class of inha> 
bitants, — it is our opinion that the public voice will call for 
ours to be thrown open to all classes. We solicit no Annual 
Subscriptions; when once established, we expect our School 
will support itself." 

Among the names of the Subscribers to this interesting 
Document, the writer is happy to recognise that of Mr. 
Keatley, with three or four of the chief of the Friends' Society 
and other well-disposed persons, chiefly shipowners, but the 
name of Roumtree does not occur in this list. 

The purchase of the ground for the erection of the School- 
house, appears by the Deeds in Mr. Rowntree's hands, to have 
been undertaken and carried into effect in the year 1810, and 
the names of those who purchased the same will hereafler be 
given in the sequel of this narrative — twenty-two in number — 
and Mr. Keatley being among them. It therefore, from its 
beginning, was undertaken as a School for the poor — and as 
the probable means of introducing a permanent establishment 
of a Lancasterian School, upon the self-supporting system of the 
First Inventor, " for the benefit of what are commonly termed 
the middling and better class of inhabitants" — which in 1810 
was carried into effect; and a Committee of the School having 
met on August 10th, 1811, to take into consideration the best 
mode of promoting the benefi tof the Institution, — the follow- 
ing Resolutions were unanimously passed : — 

1st. That the said Committee having exerted their utmost 
abilities to discharge the duties of their important 
office in the erection of a commodious building, the 
appointment of a master, and the adoption of the most 
approved method of instruction, are anxious to fulfil 
all their engagements with the Subscribers, and to 
give unequivocal proofs to the public of the disin- 
terested motives by which they are actuated. 
2d. That in order more effectually to obtain a jgeneral 
concurrence, and to produce a desirable harmony, a 
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copy of the following circular Letter be sent to every 

Subscriber of Half-a-guinea and upwards. " The 

Lancasterian Committee request the favour of your 

Company ai the School Boom on Tuesday the 20/A 

inst, at two o'clock in the aftemoonf to examine the 

Accounts" etc. 

Soon afterwards another and more explicit announcement 

of the real state of the School was issued by the following 

circular : — 

" Lancasterian Schooli Scarborough, 

lOth December, 1811. 
** The Committee of the Lancasterian Institution, having 
now provided a master fully qualified to conduct the School 
upon a regular plan, flatter themselves that much benefit will 
result from the Institution, and they beg leave to present the 
following statement of their accounts, trusting that the public 
will be induced, from a view of the deficiency of the fund, to 
contribute to the liquidation of the debt^ and the support of the 
Institution, either by Donations or Annual Subscriptions — 
which will be thankfiilly received by any of the Committee. 

*' When the debt shall be liquidated, the building and 
appurtenances will be given up to the town at large, and 
regularly vested in the hands of Trustees to be chosen by the 
Subscribers for that purpose. 

Dr. " Lancasterian School. 

In purchasing the ground, building and £, «. d, 
fitting-up the School, lessons, slates. 
Bibles, Testaments, salaries of master 

and mistress, etc. etc 1013 8 8 

Cr. — ^— — 

By subscription of Me inhabitants . . . 241 17 7 

By allowances of scholi^rs 81 5 10 

By donations from strangers SO 13 

Balance of bills unpaid 659 12 3 



jei013 8 8 



f» 
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Thus it is plainly shewn that t|)e twenty-two original pro- 
3 actors and proprietors of the School engaged in it with the 
^idost dmntereaUd motives, and made themselves answerable 
'^or the payment of the balance due thereon, which responsi- 
bility, and want of adequate support, being found irksome and 
inconvenient to many of them» obliged them, in the following 
year, to come to the following Resolution ; viz. — 

" At a Meeting of the Proprietors of the Lancasterian 
School held 14th November, 1812— 

** Betolvedf — That as the income of the School has this year 
fallen short of its expenditure (independent of any interest for 
money advanced), it be relinquished at Christmas next, as the 
proprietors will not be accountable for any deficiency after 
that time/' — And the writer received with this circular Reso- 
lution, a request that he would attend a meeting at the Town 
Hall on the Wednesday next to take the above Resolution 
into consideration, <* You having been this day appointed one 
of a Committee for that purpose. 

(By order) Henry Brearet." 

" November Uth, 1812." 

A meeting no doubt took place in consequence of the above, 
but the writer is unable to say with what results, or whether 
he attended such meeting. However, at an adjourned meet- 
ing, which was held on the 8th of December following, it 
iqipears that certain Proprietors of the School had made 
some proposals to relinquish the same to the public for the 
sum of 450/., in lieu of the stated balance of their account of 
659/. Us. Sd. 

This adjourned meeting is rendered remarkable on account 
of its being the first in which the name of Mr. John Rowntree, 
deceased, is brought prominently before the public by any 
recorded act in the writer's possession, viz., " At an adjourned 
meeting of the inhabitants of Scarborough, holden the 8th 
day of December, 1812, at the Town Hall, to take into consi- 
deration a proposal made by the Proprietors of the Lancas- 
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terian Schoolhouse to relinquish the same unto the public for 
the sum of 450/. John Rowntree, in the Chair: — 

*' Resolved, — IsL That the proposal made by the Proprie- 
tors of the Lancasterian School to relinquish the School- 
house and its appurtenances to the public for the sum of 
450/. be sanctioned by this meeting, if an adequate subscrip- 
tion can be obtained. 

** 2d, That, in order to raise a fund to effect the purchase 
of the Lancasterian Schoolhouse and its appurtenances, a 
subscription he solicited amongst the inhabitants at large. 

*' Sd, That in case it should be deemed impracticable, on 
account of existing circumstances, to obtain an adequate sum 
by general subscription, the inhabitants be invited to adopt a 
plan of holding proprietary shares, of five, ten, or twenty 
pounds per share." 

The above Resolutions were, however, soon found to be 
inoperative and ineffectual, as appears by the Report of a 
subsequent meeting, holden on the 19th of February, 1813, as 
follows : — 

'* At a General Meeting of the Subscribers of the Lancas- 
terian School, holden at the Trinity House, the 19th February, 
1813, Mr. John Rowntree in the Chair, the following Report 
of the Committee appointed at the last General Meeting wa» 
brought in and read, viz. — 

'^ Your Committee, in pursuance of their appointment, met 
on the 9th December last, and resolved that 500 handbills of 
the Resolutions adopted at the General Meeting should be 
forthwith printed and distributed, in order to make known 
the proceedings of such meeting, which were accordingly done 
and circulated throughout the town and neighbourhood. Your 
Committee also circulated 300 copies of an address to the 
inhabitants previous to soliciting subscriptions from house to 
house, that no person might plead ignorance of the Regula- 
tions on which the Institution was henceforward to be con- 
ducted. 
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** Your Committee, in soliciting subscriptions, met with 
innumerable difficulties, which they have great pleasure and 
satisfaction in stating are nearly surmounted. 

^ Your Committee, finding it impracticable to obtain the 
sum of 450/. in donations, or to dispose of shares agreeable to 
the Resolutions of the last General Meeting, Resolved, — ^That, 
subject to the approbation of a General Meeting, as many of 
the original Proprietors who would agree, should be invited to 
continue their shares at 182. each, along with others ; allow- 
ing the holders of such shares the privileges of an annual 
subscriber of 1/. Is, or interest, at their option ; and they con- 
gratulate the subscribers at large that they have been enabled 
upon these terms to dispose of twenty-five eighteen pound 
shares, which will be sufficient to purchase the building, etc., 
making up the sum of 450/. 

** Your Committee have obtained annual subscriptions to 
the amount of 70/., or thereabouts, with evident prospects of 
a omsiderable increase, and also some donations. 

" Your Committee now strongly recommend the immediate 
formation of a School, agreeable to the Resolutions of the last 
General Meeting ; and that the present School-room, with its 
aj^urtenances, be forthwith purchased from the original Pro- 
prietors, and that the premises be conveyed by them to such 
Trustees as shall be chosen by the next General Meeting. 

" Resolved,-rThat the above Report be confirmed by this 
Meeting, and immediately carried into execution. 

** That nine members (not shareholders) be the Trustees, to 
whom this property shall be conveyed, to be renewable when 
the number is reduced to three. 

** That Mr. John Rowntree be the Treasurer. 

** That Mr. Henry Brearey be the Secretary. 

" And a Committee of Management, consisting of fourteen 
members (naming them), imder whose direction the Report 
and Proceedings of the meeting is to be published. 

John Rowntree, Chairman" 

♦* February 24/A, 1813." 

il2 
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These various proceedings and Resolutions of Public Meet' 
ings naturaUy give rise to many important reflections, as in 
the— 

First place they plainly demonstrate that the raising of the 
funds required in order to re-establish the School by subscrip- 
tions for proprietary shares was found to be impracticable, and 
had wholly failed : but seeing a disposition was manifested by 
many of the original proprietors to continue the School, though 
at a partial loss on their respective shares, it was found expe- 
dient to invite them to continue their interests in the School 
at a reduced rate of 18/. each, which most of them accepted, 
under the circumstances of the case, and under such guarantee 
of their acknowledged interests being publicly made and 
secured. 

Second, That as some of the original proprietary share- 
holders would not consent to continue their interests in the 
School on the above terms, but resolved to be paid in money to 
the extent of the 18/. at least (and with iaterest as will here- 
after appear), the General Meeting approved and encouraged 
** other persons," who had not been shareholders, to advance 
18/. each, as the readiest and best means to provide for the 
claims of such dissentients. y. 

TJiird, That in both the foregoing cases, the holders of 
such vested interests, by such advances or loans, be entitied 
to the privilege of an annual subscriber of 1/. 1«., or interest at 
their option. 

Fourth, Tliat on these terms, the School- room, with its 
appurtenances, be forthwith purchased from the original pro- 
prietors or shareholders, and conveyed by them to nine mem- 
bers (not shareholders) as the Trustees, who should be chosen 
at the next General Meeting. 

Now, after such plain and positive proof that interest was 
payable on the respective sums advanced, ai the option of the 
lender, how can it with any shadow of truth be said, as is most 
confidently asserted in the Resolution of the Committee of the 
7th of January last, that " No expectation of money interest 
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was at that time held out as an inducement to the parties to take 
shares ?" or in other words to lend their money on the express 
terms of the original Resolution, to be paid interest ai their 
option, and when, from the very first, the writer acted upon 
this Resolution, and received his interest of IBs. per annum, 
as others did, or might have done, and which receipt of interest 
is duly entered in his books accordingly. Furthermore, by 
these Resolutions it appears that *' nine members, not share- 
holderSf be the Trustees to whom this property shall be con- 
veyed, to be chosen at the next General Meeting," etc. — and 
conformably thereto, at the said " General Meeting of the Sub- 
scribers of the Scarborough Lancasterian School, holden at the 
School-room June 4th, 1813, 

*' Peter Marshall, in the Chair. 

** Resolved, That the following be appointed Trustees, to 
whom the premises shall be immediately conveyed " (in alpha- 
betical order thus) : William Ainsworth {d)^ Robert Clemesha 
(d), George Davies, Isaac Mennell (d), John Pennock (d), 
Joshua Priestman (d), Samuel Stavely (d), James Tindall 
(Knapton), John Watkinson (d), — nine in all." It appears, 
however, that between the date of the foregoing Resolution 
and the execution of the Trust-deed itself, which bears date 
the 14th of July in the same year, 1813, the name of John 
Pennock was withdrawn, and that of Thomas Hill of London 
substituted for it, who it is believed is still living there. Those 
with (d) affixed are long since dead, so that only three at mostr 
remain. It is further remarkable that all the Trustees named 
in this Deed had advanced, or agreed to advance, each their 
quota of 18/. to enable the Committee of the School to perfect 
their arrangements with the dissentient or retiring shareholders; 
and yet by the aforesaid Resolution it is distinctly proved, that 
none of them were considered " Shareholders " at this time, it 
being expressly provided and declared that they were " not 
Shareholders; " but in fact were merely such as had contributed 
their aid, in a way of temporary loan, to enable the Committee 
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to purchase and arrange the concerns of the School upon the 
basis agreed upon of paying interest for the sums of money so 
lent and advanced, at the option of the lender, until such reason- 
able time as the Committee could find the means of reducing 
or extinguishing the principal, and with it the interest likewise. 
In fact, the term "Shareholder," it is contended, as well 
regarding those who had originally and properly borne that 
character, but had recently agreed to the reduction of their 
daim, and to transfer their legal rights to Trustees named by 
the subscribers to the Schools, as of those who bad only ad- 
vanced certain sums of money to pay off the retiring *' share- 
holders," was lost or misapplied immediately upon the transfer 
and conveyance of the property in the School to the Trustees 
for the benefit of the public, and leaving the use and control 
of the same to the subscribers, or to their Committee for the 
time being, but to be appropriated solely to the furtherance of 
education upon the system or plan of Joseph Lancaster, and 
for no other use or purpose whatever. Therefore, until the 
transfer by the said conveyance to the Trustees and the 
declaration of the Trusts were made and executed by the 
respective parties, although pro tempore they stand in the First 
School Report of the 4th of June, 1813, with an SH attached 
to each name, yet immediately upon, and after the execution 
of the said Deeds, dated respectively the 12th, 13th, and 14th 
of July, 1813, they are not so known or distinguished, but 
instead of it their names appear in the italic character, with an 
N.B. at the foot of the list, indicating that *^ the names in italics 
are those who have advanced money for the purchase of the 
Schoolhouse ! " and this, be it observed, not on their own 
account or in shares, but entirely for the use and accommodation 
of the General Subscribers, whose representatives the Com- 
mittee must undoubtedly be considered. The second and third 
years, 1814 and 1815, agree precisely in this announcement, 
and by the Treasurer's statement of the School transactions for 
the three first years, the balance of each year appears to be as 
follows : — 
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Ist Report, 4th June 1813. — Balance of £. s, d. 
cash from subscriptions, etc. ... 74 5 1 

2d Report, 4th Juno 1814. — Balance of 
cash (after paying off extra bills for 
law charges, deeds, etc. 37/. 17«. 9d.) 82 14 6 

Sd Report, 4th June 1815. — Balance this 

year 73 18 5 

These several Reports have been discovered, after diligent 
search, among the documents which remain in the writer's 
possession, and, with others, are accessible to any person who 
may wish to refer to them, upon due application. The exact 
balances of each year have been given here for the purpose of 
correcting an involuntary mistake which he had made at page 
7, in estimating them at an average of 60/. or 70/., whereas it 
will be seen that they considerably exceed that amount ; but 
as it was not his wish to exaggerate, he had rather err on the 
safe side. 

It is rather remarkable that not until the third and last- 
named Report of 1815, is a memorandum for the first time 
introduced at the foot of the Treasurer's account, not as being 
founded on any declared Resolution of the Subscribers or of 
the Committee, but merely the Treasurer's own remarH or 
opinion, to the effect that this year's balance of 73/. ISs, 5d. 
was chargeable with the Master's and Mistress's salaries, and 
other expenses, ** and with the payment of interest of 234/. to 
those Shareholders" (still adhering to the misnomer) "who 
having paid their subscriptions, will receive the interest of their 
shares." Now the terms share, and shareholders, have already 
been sufficiently repudiated and refuted, as inapplicable to this 
case, and the memorandum of the Treasurer at the foot of his 
account is of no validity in itself, or capable of being made so 
by an individual act or opinion of his, in violation of the pre- 
viously existing Resolutions, solemnly and deliberately entered 
into, and publicly avouched, and upon the faith of which the 
writer with others paid the money so urgently required to be 
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advanced. Yet, to shew the utter worthlessness of such shadow 
of a shade for argument, and to avoid all possible ambiguity, the 
writer took the trouble to call on the Messrs. Rowntree (father 
and son) ; and from the first, got some statement of the parti- 
culars of the subscriptions which he had received under his 
own hand, and from the last obtained, with some difficulty, a 
list of the names of the thirteen persons who liad been darkly 
alluded to as having paid up the sum of 2342. at the rate of 
18/. each, and this same list is now in the writer's possession, 
and in the proper handwriting of the present Mr, John Rown- 
tree, in which also the writer's name is specifically included, 
along with twelve others, who wUl receive interest^ as noted at 
the foot of the Treasurer's account. Surely this is another 
irrefragable proof that the Resolution of the Committee of 7th 
January last, is altogether unfounded, which states that " no 
expectation of money interest was held out as an inducement 
to the parties," etc. 

The writer however frankly confesses that he was much dis- 
appointed and discouraged by the apparent reluctance of the 
Messrs. Rowntree to give him even this brief explanation, 
but his own uniform principle and practice of open and upright 
conduct towards the original shareholders, by allowing them 
to claim and receive a fair interest on their disburse of cash 
in the purchase of the Ground, and the building of the School 
in 1810, had already secured that point in their favour, to 
those who accepted of it, — and that many of them did so is 
apparent from the tenor of Mr. Rowntree's last letter, p. 75 
which is only intelligible on this ground, — and in consistency 
with the books kept by his late father, which shew that some 
of them did actually receive from him the entire interest due, 
or 32. 15«., and others a less amount at their option ; yet it was 
never in any case supposed or pretended that " no money 
interest " was due and payable both to the original proprietary 
Shareholders, and with yet more certainty and propriety to 
those who had so recently advanced the necessary loans of 
money to pay off the retiring shareholders; on the contrary, 
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the payment of interest to the original Shareholders, was a 
pledge, if any were needed, of the same payment to the 
subsequent lenders of money advanced on the faith of 
public Resolutions, and guaranteed thereby. Even ** The Cliff 
Bridge Company of Shareholders^** who hold some tangible 
Share Certificates for their money, and with which private 
speculation, however improperly, the present Lancasterian 
School question has been thought by some to be nearly allied, 
would no doubt consider it very unjust, if not a mockery, to 
be told that, because they do not choose, or cannot take 
Bridge -tickets, they are therefore to be shut out from all 
benefit of interest or dividends on that conc^n. Not less 
so then are the lenders of money to the School Committee 
entitled to the usual reasonable interest on their respective 
advances who hold no such Certificates, — whether those in the 
original outlay of money reduced by agreement to 18/., or 
those who actually advanced as much in cash, in order to 
re-^establish the Schools on the proposed footing of 1813. And 
as the elder Mr. Rowntree was the Chairman at both of the 
Public Meetings — which had finally settled the point of 
Interest — and Mr. R. the younger was privy to, and had 
acknowledged it by a written memorandum, it seems quite 
out of character now to deny the same, even should the latter 
be deemed any authority for such a procedure. 

It was, however, the discovery — the painful and unexpected 
discovery — of this early attempt to mislead, that made the 
writer form the resolution of withdrawing his subscription, 
and of course the use of any more tickets for the admission of 
children to the Schools, unless he could get an explicit recog- 
nition of the original claims on the Schools set out in the 
Annual Reports; and to this end he has found among his 
MS. papers of that period, one which he had prepared, and 
still preserves, as a draft report of the Committee to the Annual 
Meeting, drawn up with great circumspection and care, and 
which, although it touched very briefly and generally on this 
delicate subject, he conceived would suit the exigency of the 
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case, and would have satisfied his mind at that time, yet still 
without alarming or offending the most timid or desponding 
suhscriber. After referring to the pecuniary concerns of the 
Schools, it contained the following sentence near its close : — 

*^ Its resources hitherto have been barely sufficient to meet 
the necessary expenditure, without providing in any measure 
for the gradual discharge of the advances which have been 
made to purchase the buildings, and as it solely depends for 
support on the voluntary subscriptions of the humane of all 
parties, without any public or congregational collections, it is 
hoped it will not be suffered to droop and languish for the 
want of necessary funds for its comfortable establishment and 
increasing utility, and that no illiberal policy or underhand 
dealings will be effectual to x;ool the ardour or slacken the 
movements of her friends in her support'* 

This the writer had intended to submit to the Committee, 
and did actually shew it to two of the earliest friends of the 
School (Dr. Thompson and Mr. Jonathan Barber), who quite 
approved of it, but finding from his habitual intercourse with 
the Messrs. Rowntree, and others of the Committee under 
their influence, that any such disclosure or free expression of 
sentiment would be rejected as inadmissible in the Report, he 
never did formally bring it forward at any Committee Meeting, 
and in consequence, those two friends with himself withdrew 
their connexion with and support of the Society at the same time 
and on the same account. On the part of the Messrs. Rowntree, 
it was urged by them and their friends, that any express men- 
tion of an existing debt or incumbrance to the amount of 450/., 
or any considerable portion of it, would entirely discourage the 
subscribers already contributing from continuing their subscrip- 
tions, and prevent new ones from joining in support of the 
infant cause. Such reasoning appeared to the writer and 
others exceedingly fallacious, if not absurd, on the two follow- 
ing grounds: — 1st, Because the subscribers generally were 
already quite aware of the true situation of the School at its 
recent formatioUi and therefore could not be surprised or 
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alanned about it. And 2dly and chiefly, Because the con- 
ceahnent of sudh true situation might naturally be expected 
to operate unfavourably to its interests with the occasional 
▼idtants and strangers frequenting Scarborough in the summer 
teaaan, who, upon looking over the Annual Reports, and finding 
therein no acknowledged debt or incumbrance on the Schools, 
but, on the contrary, a considerable cash balance in the Trea- 
surer's hands from year to year, would of course understand 
that the Institution stood in no need of help from them, and 
would in consequence reserve the disposal of their bounty for 
otiher Institutions more in want of it 

As the writer, however, found the Messrs. Rowntree un- 
willing to listen to the propriety of the course he had pointed 
out, and not wishing himself to hinder their operations and 
plans, or to disturb the harmony of the Society at that time, 
whose welfare he had constantly and unremittingly endea- 
voured to promote, he at first discontinued his subscription, 
and with it the sending of any more children to the Schools, 
and silently withdrew himself from all active interference in 
its concerns. But he soon found that neither was this measure 
(so reluctantly forced upon him) at all agreeable or expected 
by the Messrs. Rowntree and those connected with them, and 
that as the writer had, as Trustee, received possession of the 
Conveyance Deeds of the School^ which it is contended it was 
his right and duty to hold and maintain ; this circumstance 
was regarded by them and their friends with a considerable 
degree of jealousy, and an attempt was, at all events, to be 
made to obtain them from him, and to place them in the 
hands of Mr. Rowntree, the Treasurer, who having already 
the Trust Deed, and all the other deeds appertaining to the 
School, would, with these, have the whole entirely in his 
hands. Accordingly, it was intimated to him in no doubtful 
terms, that he must give them up, and Mr. H. Brearey, the 
Secretary, was directed to write the following letter to him on 
the occasion : — 




110 HISTORY AND MTSTER7 OF 

Sir, Scarhoromghy May 22, 1815. 

In pursuance of a Resolution of the Committee for 
managing the affairs of the Lancasterlan School, passed the 
9th of May instant, I am to inform you, that the Title Deeds 
and other documents belonging to this Institution, are to be 
deposited in the hands of the Treasurer for the time being. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Mr. Davies. Henrt Brearet, Secretary. 

It is almost needless to say, that, as a Trustee, he could not 
legally be justified in relinquishing these Deeds but to a Co- 
TrusteCy vrhich the Treasurer, Mr. Rowntree, was noty and upon 
the discharge of the different covenants which the Trust Deed 
had created, whfch last deed was already in Mr. R.'s hands; and 
of course the writer held the Conveyance Deeds then, as he does 
now, not merely for his own security, but for the general benefit 
of the public, and especially of the subscribers and others inte- 
rested, upon the ground and principles declared in the Trust 
Deed itself, and which he and others had subscribed. Accord- 
ingly Mr. Brearey, as a professional man, judging he was 
right, made no further application for them. Nevertheless, 
perceiving a growing dissatisfaction on the part of the Messrs. 
Rowntree, and a few of their Society of Friends, and in order 
to remove all ambiguity on the subject, he addressed the 
following note to Mr. Rowntree, the Treasurer : — 

Sir, Tuesday Morning, 19 Marchy 1816. 

As I perceive that my having possession of the Con- 
veyance of the School has given great ofience, I have only to 
observe that upon being repaid the eighteen pounds which I 
have advanced, I am ready to deliver up the same immediately. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Mr. John Rowntree. George Davies. 

To this note no answer was ever received; but it is doubt- 
ful whether if the writer's individual claim had been paid, he 
could properly have parted with the Conveyance Deeds, imless 
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to a Co-Trustee, to be decided upon among themselves, or at 
all events without some adequate indenmity ; and had he sur- 
dered these Deeds without a due settlement of all these 
questions of doubt and difficulty, he would have been shut 
out from the possibility of reclaiming either principal or interest 
due to himself, and materially prejudiced the rights of others, 
vhose interests as a Trustee, he was bound to protect equally 
with his own. The object and design therefore of the party 
in getting these Deeds into their own power are too plain and 
self-evident to require even a moment's consideration; and 
finding themselves foiled in the first attempt, they never after- 
wards made a second of this kind. But at this present time, 
as he is only one of the two Trustees remaining in Scarborough, 
(the third being a non-resident, and on that account supposed 
to be incapable of sustaining or fulfilling his duties under the 
Trust Deed), and as the other resident Trustee, Mr. James 
Tiudall, is a gentleman much younger than he, and enjoying 
good health, it is all but certain that he will be the survivor of 
the two, and it therefore seems prudent and expedient for the 
public security, that the conditions of the Trust Deed should 
be speedily complied with, in the choice and appointment of 
other Trustees, agreeable to the Trust Deed, that when the 
number shall be reduced to three, other Trustees shall be 
appointed to complete the original number of nine ; and on 
the writer's part, it would be his desire and wish that it should 
take place ; but then it becomes a previous and most important 
question how the existing liabilities under the Trust Deed are 
to be disposed of or provided for, and secured to all such as 
originally advanced their money to the Schools in 1813, until 
now ; and it is quite plain this cannot be effected, after twent}'- 
five years or more of irregularity and misrule, without a reso- 
lute effort to abandon the perverse, evasive, and therefore 
disreputable policy hitherto observed, and by a vigorous and 
simultaneous movement, evince a real inclination and desire 
to act frankly, honestly and fairly, by all who have advanced 
the necessary funds at interest, in the confidence of being 
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repaid; and thus manfully meeting and surmounting every 
difficulty in a candid, honourable, and straightforward course, 
which could hardly fail to meet with a reciprocal feeling, and 
lead to a result satisfactory to all parties, and eminently con- 
ducive to the interests of the Institution. 

Although the several letters to and from Mr. John Rown- 
tree, in regard to the individual case of Mr. W. Reatley, which 
appear in the former part of this History, might seem to 
render much further explanation unnecessary, yet, as the 
writer feels himself bound in honour and duty, after what has 
passed, to place the whole transaction, according to his ability, 
in the clearest possible light, as well to shew the real grounds 
of this poor man's claim, as to lay open the entire History 
of these Schools to the plainest understanding, he must now 
go into further particulars, by stating that the first conveyance 
of the ground on which these Schools were built, to the original 
purchasers and proprietors in 1810, was from Mr. George 
Nesfield, for the consideration of 21/. This first Conveyance 
by Lease and Release is or was in Mr. Rowntree's custody. 
The names of such original proprietors of the ground, and the 
School-buildings shortly after erected thereon, are, of course, 
given in the Deeds, and consist of twenty-two persons, mostly 
shipowners (as per list hereafter, p. 114), and among these Mr. 
Keatley's name will be found enumerated, with twenty-one 
others ; and thus far his legal interest, and just claim to com- 
pensation, must be admitted to be well founded. But in the 
new arrangement and re-modelling of the Schools in 1813, 
which then took place, it would seem that a debt was owing to 
Mr. A. Beswick, of 421, which Mr. R.'s letter (without date) 
with great probability supposes to have been for joiner's work 
done at the School. Now, in order to pay ofif this debt, it was 
deemed advisable to engage three other persons to advance 
18/. each, — ^thus making a total of 54/. ; so that by paying Mr. 
Bes wick's bill of 42/., there would remain a surplus of 12/. to 
meet any contingencies. These various money transactions 
were settled and conducted by Mr. Rowntree, the Treasurer, 
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as would doubtless appear by the books he so regularly kept, 
and now in his son's hands; and very likely also by the 
Minute Books of the Society's proceedings, which were kept 
by the then Secretary, Mr. Henry Brearey, and in a manner, 
so far as the writer had an opportunity of observing for three 
or four years, with strict regularity and good order. But Mr. 
R. seems not inclined to exhibit the former ; and with respect 
to the Secretary's Minute Books, he knows not where they 
are ; they have all at once disappeared, and it does not seem 
convenient or agreeable to make any effort to search for or 
recover them ; although in the previous instance of the miss- 
ing Trust Deed, it was found, after some delay, as the writer 
predicted it would be, notwithstanding that Mr. William 
Rowntree had at first broadly insinuated that the writer had 
it, and withheld the knowledge of it from the Committee ; as, 
indeed, it might with equal reason be said of these early 
Minutes of the Society, the production of which at this critical 
period is so important, as Mr. R. and others are well aware ; 
and, to say the truth, it is the opinion of some, which in the 
writer's sincere and sober judgment he cannot but believe, 
that these Minute Books yet remain in Mr. R.'s possession or 
power, and will yet be found and produced at some future 
time. However, the Account Book of his late father, the 
Treasurer, Mr. R. has plainly confessed that he has in his 
possession, to which he very confidently refers in his aforesaid 
letters ; and it is this identical book which the public and the 
writer are, it is conceived, entitled to claim and expect the 
production of, containing the accounts of monies received and 
paid, on the transfer of the property in the Schools at the 
period alluded to, and comprehending all the money trans- 
actions between the original proprietors and the new con- 
tributors (distinct from those of the annual subscriptions and 
current disbursements in the Reports of the Schools), and 
thereby shewing the true and exact state of the affair from 
its origin, and of all persons concerned therein ; as well for 
the general satisfaction of the public, as for the purpose of 
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elucidating or clearing up any doubt or difficulty, real or sup- 
posed, and especially in this particular case of Mr. W. Reat- 
ley's connexion with the School, and which, it is believed, 
would confirm the equity of his claim for compensation on the 
most indisputable grounds. 

The writer has stated above, at p. 112, that the original Con- 
veyance was made in 1810 by Mr. George Nesfield to twenty- 
two persons only, and he invites Mr. Rowntree to produce tke 
Deeds in his hands, or to disprove, if he can, that their names 
are any other than those which follow ; viz. — 

1 WillUm Tindall 12 Robert Knox 

2 Thomas Tindall (e) 18 Wellborn Keatley (•) 

3 Robert Tindall 14 Christopher Hill 

4 John Taylor 15 Christopher Harrison (&) 

5 William Smith 16 Daniel Gray (r) 

6 John Scott (a) 17 Bartholomew Fowler (r) 

7 John Richardson (r) 18 Frederick Cornwall 

8 Peter Pennythorne (r) 19 William Bolder© (r) 

9 William Newham 20 James Bradley (r) 

10 John Moorsom 21 Anthony Beswick 

1 1 Christopher Leng (r) 22 Peter Marshall. 

Ten of these original proprietors, against whose names (r) 
is affixed, decided upon retiring altogether from the School ; 
and accordingly some of them received, and others, by the 
public Resolution, ought to have received, the agreed sum, or 
reduced value of 18/. each, and interest previously due, but 
which it is believed was not impartially observed towards aU, 
With respect to Mr. Keatley, who is distinguished by (•), he 
not being at Scarborough when the foregoing arrangement 
took place in 1813, nor for three years after, viz. 1816, was 
not at all consulted, or made acquainted with these trans- 
actions, and has never been called upon to execute the last 
conveyance to the Trustees in 1813, although his name neces- 
sarily stands in the body of the Deed as a contracting party, 
and^a blank left for his signature, with a pencil mark against 
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it. It further appears that of the twenty-two persons com- 
prised in the ahove list, eleven of them assented to the terms 
which were sanctioned by the Resolutions of previous public 
meetings, and consented to have their names stand at the 
reduced sum of 18/. each, rather than let the Institution go to 
ruin, but of course having the additional security and public 
pledge of reimbursement to that extent, together with the 
interest which had been promised and paid to several of them, 
at the rate of 3^ 1 5«. for two and a half years then due, whilst 
others were content with less, or 15«. for half-year's interest 
on their original average advance, and with a promise of con- 
tinued interest on the 18/. so settled and agreed, ue. 188. per 
annum, or if they preferred having two half-guinea tickets 
for admitting two children into the School, at their option. 
The following list contains the names of the twenty-two 
original proprietors, with those of three additional ones, making 
up the twenty-five who (with the exception of Mr. Keatley) 
signed the Conveyance Deeds to the nine Trustees hereafter 
enumerated, and dated the 12th and 13th July, 1813 ; viz. — 

1 William Tindall 16 Christopher Harrison (r) 

2 Thomas Tindall (a) 17 Francis Harrison (n) 

3 Robert Tindall 18 Daniel Gray (a) 

4 John Taylor 19 Bartholomew Fowler (a) 

5 William Smith 20 Frederic Cornwall 

6 G. D. Smith (n) 21 William Bolder© (a) 

7 John Scott (a) 22 Anthony Beswick 

8 Peter Pennythorne (a) 23 Peter Marshall 

9 William Newbam 24 Christopher Leng (a) — (By 

10 John Richardson (a) his Executors, W. Newham 

11 George Nesfield (n) and his wife R. Newham.) 

12 John Moorsom 25 James Bradley (a) (By his 

13 Robert Knox Assignees, J. Moorsom and 

14 Wellborn Keatley (• ) A. Beswick.) 

15 Christopher HUl 
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1 1 — Eleven of the above having no distinctive mark are those 
of the Original Proprietors who consented to a reduced 
value, and to remain. 
10 — Ten others with (a) affixed retired from the School 

altogether. 
3 — Three New Contributors of 18^ each, marked (n). 
1 — Mr. W. Keatley, who has not signed the Deeds because 
not settled with, marked (*). 

25 Total. 

But the Deed of Covenant and Declaration of Trust bears 
date the day after the preceding, viz. 14th of July 1813, and 
recognises the nine Trustees first-named, No. 1 to 9, all new 
contributors ^720^ shareholders) appointed for the purposes 
therein expressed, in the following order ; viz. — 

1 George Davies 14 Simon Lord (n) 

2 Robert Clemesha (d) 15 Peter Marshall 

3 Isaac Mennell (d) 16 John Moorsom 

4 William Ains worth (d) 17 George Nesfield (n) 

5 Samuel Staveley (d) 18 William Newham 

6 John Watkinson (d) 19 John Rowntree (n) 

7 James Tindall 20 William Smith 

8 Thomas Hill (London) 21 Matthew Smith (n) 

9 Joshua Priestman (o) 22 Joseph Taylor (n) 

10 Anthony Beswick 23 John Taylor 

11 Frederick Cornwall 24 William Tindall 

12 Christopher Hill 25 Robert Tindall, jun. 

13 Robert Knox 

9 — Nine of those first enumerated, No. I to 9, were the 
Trustees of the School, six of them marked (d) are since 
dead. 
11 — Eleven names without mark are original Proprietors 

who agreed to accept a reduced value. 
5 — Five marked (n) are those of supposed new Contributors 
(including Mr. John Rowntree), taking the place of 
former Proprietors. 



25 Total. 
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From this last list, however, in which Mr. Rowntree's name 
for the first time appears, Mr. Wellborn Keatley's name has 
been excluded, and some other person has obtrusively taken 
his place, and who this person is, or was, is the mystery which 
28 yet to be cleared up, and may, perhaps, more distinctly 
appear by comparing the two following tables, placed in juxta 
position with each other, as regards the difference of twelve 
names in the Deeds of the 12th and 13th July, 1813, and 
those inserted in the Triist Deed of the following day, viz. the 
14th July, namely:— 



Names of Twelve Persons inserted 
in the Deeds of Conveyance of 
12t/« and IZth Jiily, but not in- 
serted in the Trust Deed ofWth 
Ju/y, viz, — 

G. D. Smith 
John Scott 
John Richardson 
Peter Pennythorne 
Christopher Harrison 
Francis Harrison • 
Daniel Gray 
Bartholomew Fowler 
William Boldero 
Christopher Leng 
James Bradley 
Wellborn Keatley. 



Names of TwelvePersons enu- 
merated in the Trust Deed of 
I4th Julyt 1813, to replace 
others, — Per contra. 

Robert Clemesha 
Isaac Mennell 
William Ainsworth 
Samuel Stavely 
John Watkinson 
James Tindall 
Thomas Hill 
Joshua Priestman 
Simeon Lord 
Matthew Smith 
Joseph Taylor 
John Rowntree. 



By these several lists it is clearly seen that although Mr. 
Keatley was absent from Scarborough from 1813 to 1816, and 
was no party to any Deeds by which the Conveyance of his 
interest was necessary, and in fact had never seen them, yet, 
by the foregoing arrangement, his name has been irregularly, 
and therefore illegally and wrongfully abstracted from the 
List of the Proprietors at this time, as well by the Deeds last 
referred to, as by the Annual Reports of the School from 1813, 
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which could not, it is believed, have been done \vithout the 
privity and permission at least of the Messrs. Rowntree, and 
therefore the most reasonable and favourable construction 
which can be put on the transaction is, that it was intended 
he should be paid by some one upon his return to Scarborough, 
after the same scale as had been agreed and settled at previous 
public meetings, or 18/., with the same share of interest due 
to him as had been allowed and paid to others ; for instance, 
to Mr. Thomas Tindall 3/. I5s, — but on his return to Scar- 
borough in 1816, it appears he received from Mr. Rowntree 
the interest merely, being 3/. 15^., and has never since received 
anything more, either for principal or interest, which verily 
seems the height of injustice, since by omitting his name with 
an SH. as a Shareholder in the first year's Report, it attempts 
to exclude him from all interest in the concern, without the 
least consideration, and allows another to occupy his place, 
without a shadow of right or title thereto; and perhaps no- 
thing can more demonstrably prove the perfect knowledge the 
Messrs. Rowntree had of this case, than the omission of Mr. 
Keatley's name as an SH. in the first, second, and third yearly 
Reports, and yet most inconsisteq^Jy placing it in the List of 
Annual Subscribers at 10«. 6d» for those very years when he 
was absent, and never authorized or paid any money-sub- 
scription whatever; and the late attempt on the part of Mr. 
John Rowntree to injure the character of this poor Mr. Keatley 
is, under the peculiar circumstances of this very hard case, 
anything but creditable, and must, it is conceived, recoil upon 
himself with many aggravations, seeing that he cannot but be 
aware of his own delicate position, which nothing can alleviate 
but the production of those books and accounts which were 
kept by his late father, the Treasurer, as the record of them, 
and which he has admitted to be in his hands at this time, 
and whatever may be the efiect of their investigation, the 
writer is quite disposed to place implicit reliance on whatever 
is found in the handwriting of the late Treasurer, and nothing 
hut this can so properly clear up this extraordinary transaction 
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as regards Mr. Keatley, either to his satisfaction or that of 
others. 

These details, though somewhat prolix, have heen consi- 
dered highly necessary in order to shew the animus of the 
ruling party in the conduct of this important undertaking from 
first to last ; and the writer is yet in possession of various 
other strong facts, which sufficiently prove, that no sooner did 
the new arrangement of the School come into operation, than 
a systematic scheme was commenced by the same party to 
induce even some of the original proprietors, who had been 
promised to be paid 18^. and interest by various acts and 
resolutions of public meetings, to take much less; so that 15/., 
12/., and even 10/. have, it is believed, been substituted for 
the 18/. originally awarded. Indeed it seems difficult to limit 
such course of proceeding where the inclination to continue it 
is so paramount, but a thorough conviction of its injustice and 
impolicy. This system of mystification and concealment has 
been in operation, and fairly tried for upwards of a quarter of 
a century, and has proved to the Institution, so excellent in 
itself, and notwithstanding many noble donations and charitable 
bequests to it, an almost total failure in character, and very 
much so in usefulness. Such a system may indeed answer a 
temporary purpose, for bolstering up a supposed feasible, but 
really false scheme of doing evil that good may come^ but in 
the long run it will infallibly be found true, that " Honesty is 
the best policy;" and that nothing but what is strictly honest 
can be permanently pleasant, prosperous, or useful. 

The writer has thus stated at considerable length, and in 
much detail, the substance, he believes, of the material facts 
which have any bearing on this long-vexed and long-concealed 
case of local injustice, not on his own personal account merely, 
but because he has had ample opportunity of knowing that 
there are many silent sufierers in humble life, and Mr. Keat- 
ley in particular, who look up to him for procuring them some 
practical redress of their grievances, and reparation of their 
losses and wrongs, in consequence of the unjustifiable conduct 
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and proceedings of the Committee, or certain members of it, 
and who further feel it to be an additional aggravation of their 
case to be tamited with advice to sell their interest in ^*the 
pMic marhety" forsooth! when it is well known that both 
principal and interest being so long unpaid, and not even so 
much as acknowledged to be payable, they can have no mar- 
ketable commodity to dispose of, nor can they, under such 
circumstances, legally or equitably assign over such interest 
to another, but can only look for and expect a settlement of 
both from the Committee themselves. 

How lamentable a contrast does such behaviour of the 
Scarborough Committee present, to the open and honourable 
conduct and proceedings of other excellent Institutions of this 
very kind, established about the same time, and most liberally 
encouraged and promoted by some of the richest and most 
respectable of the Society of Friends, in and near London ! — 
the Guraeys, the Barclays, the Aliens and Sandersons, the 
Frys and Jansons, etc., whose example, along with many 
other similar ones of the Society of Friends, it would be an 
honour to follow. 

Extract from the Report of the Managers of the Spitalfields 
Lancasterian School, 27th of llth Mo. (November), 1812. 

''The Managers, wit]i no small sacrifice of time and 
attention, have brought the Institution to that state in which 
its extensive utility must be universally acknowledged. The 
good they anticipated has been realized; but on account of 
the difficulties already stated, they have been obliged to borrow 
the sum of 800/. ; for the liquidation of this debt they appeal 
to the liberality of the public. One vigorous effort to obtain 
even small sums by those who feel the importance of the 
undertaking, would discharge all claims on account of the 
present building, and then enable the Managers to concert 
- measures for providing for the education of 500 girls, accord- 
ing to their original plan." 
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Extract from the Report of the Committee of Managers of the 
Tottenham Lancasterian School, Sth March, 1813. 

** In the address issued previously to the opening of the 
School, it was announced that a bam had been taken near the 
end of White Hart Lane, which it was the intention of the 
Manners to convert into a School-room. This was done 
under the direction and inspection of the Managers. It was 
at first intended to have completed it by a specific contract ; 
but 80 much more was found essential to be done in the pro- 
gress of the work than was at first considered to be requisite 
by the Committee, that they consequently far exceeded their 
first calculation, both in regard to the quantity of work done, 
and consequently in the expense attending it." — And accord- 
ingly the statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the Insti- 
tution shews a balance against the Institution of SSL 48. 7d. 

These two apposite instances, occurring exactly at the same 
period with the establishment of the Scarborough Institution, 
and of a similar character, may suffice to prove that in these 
and other places, no studied plan of concealment, much less of 
injustice, was practised, or even so much as thought of, by 
these wealthy and influential portions of the Friends' Societ}', 
who stood prominently forward to promote the success of their 
Schools. No sinister mode of raising money by improper 
courses, or with any other than direct, and open, and honour- 
able means : not a word about shares or shareholders is to be 
found in their transactions. 

The writer has likewise abstained as much as possible from 
all acrimonious reflections or personalities, yet in every case 
where the truth must be told, he has not shunned to declare it, 
nor will he ever be ashamed or afraid of divulging it, in 
accordance with the avowed sentiment with which he entered 
on this discussion, and which he has endeavoured faithfully, 
however feebly, to fulfil, in order that he may not justly be 
charged with any concealment on his part, yet be trusts it will 
be found that he has neither mis-stultd nor exaggerated any- 
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thing, which it has certainly been his anxious desire and 
constant effort to avoid. He has likewise been scrupulously 
careful not to impute motives as to the conduct of others which 
they might not deserve, and which they can best explain, 
leaving to such persons or parties full opportunity of doing so. 

Upon the whole it clearly appears, from undeniable docu- 
ments, that a sum of 450/^ was indispensably required in order 
to found and re-establish these Scarborough Lancasterian 
Schools in the year 1813, which amount was raised in manner 
and form already recited and described in the several Resolu- 
tions of divers Public Meetings which were held at that time 
for the purpose, and upon the faith of which the different con- 
tributors of that sum lent and advanced their money, and 
vesting the entire property and management of the Schools in 
the general body of Subscribers or their Committee for the 
time being, under a Deed or Declaration of Trust entered into 
for that purpose. 

It further appears that no part of such advances or loans, 
nor any interest thereon, for these many years past, has been 
paid, but has never till of late been openly and formally con- 
tested, or denied to be really due and owing. That the Annual 
Reports of the Institution, containing no recognition of these 
original claims on the School funds, there has, in fact, been no 
appeal made to the public for ai4, on this account by the Com- 
mittee of Managers; but, on the contrary, a studied conceal- 
ment, or manifest perversion of facts, has been going on for 
more than a quarter of a century, which it has been the object 
of the writer to lay open to the public in this History, and 
which, he conceives, can be accounted for upon no other sup- 
posable reason or ground than to keep the Institution in a 
state of rickety pupillage or dependency on a few persons, 
chiefly of the Society of Friends, at Scarborough, with whom 
the entire or principal patronage, control and management of 
the Institution is in fact virtually vested, and some of whom 
may find it very convenient and useful, in various ways, that 
so it should ever continue. 'But really, if such an inglorious 
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system is still to be pursued and* persisted in, it were better it 
should at once be publicly known and properly understood by 
persons of all parties. For if it is still to be kept up as a sort 
of Quaker preserve for the spread of their influence, and the 
prosecution of any selfish ends and purposes, thefij with the 
enjoyment of these, let them have the merit of supporting it 
at their own, cost, and with it, as necessarily connected, the 
opprobrium also of getting into their own hands the use and 
benefit of the Schoolhouse and its appurtenances, without any 
consideration whatever paid for it to those who originally and 
most handsomely provided the funds necessarily required for 
its honourable and comfortable re-establishment. 

The writer, in conclusion, affirms with sincerity and con- 
fidence, that he has from the beginning taken upon himself 
the exposure of this truly pitiable and unpleasant subject at 
great personal inconvenience of time and trouble, not so much 
on his account, as because he has a perfect persuasion of the 
still harder cases of many who have sufiered, and are still 
suffering severely, in consequence of this discreditable busi- 
ness; but there is no one, perhaps, whose case calls more 
loudly for commiseration and redress than that of Mr. Keatley, 
upon whom an attempted scheme has been put in practice 
to deprive him altogether of that interest in the Schools which 
he undoubtedly possesses on the face of the early existing 
Deeds, and which has never been abandoned or disposed of 
on his part; and not only so, but this respectable old man's 
character has been most unjustifiably assailed by Mr. John 
Rowntree's letter against him, inserted in p. 76, and which he 
declines either to explain or retract Indeed, so much does 
the writer feel the injustice of such proceeding, that he would 
willingly postpone any advantage, personally to himself, rather 
than Mr. Keatley should be kept any longer in a state of 
uncertainty and privation of his rights; and he confidently 
appeals to the really benevolent and humane in his behalf, at 
his advanced age, the inmate of an almshouse, and a reduced 
shipowner, though now and^ver maintaining a fair and icto^- 
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proachable character, so far as the writer helieves or under- 
stands from all who have long known him. 

Furthermore, the writer very truly asserts, that he has been 
reluctantly forced into this controversy, very much against his 
will, and has been alone giyded in it by an imperative sense 
of duty, which, in every instance, has directed his course 
throughout a long and chequered life, and has never suffered 
him to compromise the immutable principles of truth and 
justice, which being unchangeable in their nature, are likewise 
of binding and imperative obligation, and are equally un- 
affected by the remote date of the transactions or the com- 
parative small amount in question ; small to him individually, 
but very eonsiderahle to a poor man, like Mr. Keatley, and 
perhaps many others, to whom even a fractional portion of 
their just claim would be most acceptable at this time. 

But the general principle which the question involves, pre- 
cludes the writer from taking into consideration any waver 
of the full amount claimed, so long as it is continued to be 
evaded or denied by his opponents, and which can alone be 
satisfactorily settled by the candid and unreserved production 
of all the " original documents," books, and accounts which 
are in their possession, and which the writer has repeatedly 
and forcibly called upon them again and again to produce, 
in their own justification, and for the public satisfaction, on 
all the foregoing important points, but hitherto without effect. 
Finally, in no case can he be satisfied in his own conscience, 
in ceasing to call for the production of these documents, or to 
press most earnestly the claims of others, such as Mr. Keatley, 
whose great age and very altered circumstances in life, render 
even the little so justly due to them, an object of increased 
value and importance; — and it is with such feelings the writer 
begs leave respectfully to submit the whole affair to the calm 
consideration and mature judgment of an impartial and en- 
lightened public. 

I5lh October, 1840. George Da vies. 



Printed by Manning and Mason, l\y \iAnc, St. Paul's. 



SEQUEL TO THE HISTORY 



AND 



GUIDE TO THE MYSTERY 



OF THE 



SCARBOROUGH LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS. 



IN A SERIES OF 



LETTERS TO A FRIEND. 

By the Author of"' The "History and Mystery** of that Institution. 



PART THE FIRST. 



" NUTHING EXTENUATE, NQB SET DOWN AUOHT IN MALICE.'^ 



LONDON: 

CHARLES KNIGHT & CO. 22, LUDGATE STREET. 
SCARBOROUGH: W. S. THEAKSTONE. 



1842. 



PREFACE. 



The present series of Letters on the subject of the Scarborough 
Lancasterian Schools — thirteen in number — ^have been ad- 
dressed to a private friend, at whose request they are now 
published. They form only the first part of what may 
properly he called the Sequel to the "History," — in which 
the name of Dr. Murray, the President, is officially, and but 
sparingly introduced; being quite aware of his wish to decline 
as much as possible, any personal publicity or responsibility in 
the case; and in which opinion and determination, althouyh 
of late origin, the Author thinks there is manifest a very 
sound discretion. 

The second part of this continued series of Letters is now 
in course of' preparation for the press, and will chiefly be 
devoted to the clearing up much of the "Mystery" which 
has long — too long — hung over the proceedings of certain 
prominent official personages, and their connexions, who have 
hitherto held, or appear to have held, a deleterious and 
disastrous influence over the President's mind; and in eluci- 
dating this subject it is not improbable that his public conduct 
may necessarily come under review, even more fully and 
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prominently than in any former instance. But still, with that 
regard to truth, delicacy, forhearance, anfl gentlemanly feeling* 
which have characterised the Author's official correspondence 
with him upon this, as on all other occasions; and which 
he will ever study to maintain, under very forbidding and 
untoward circumstances. 

Considering therefore Dr. Murray's high official position in 
these School affairs (without dwelling uselessly on his many 
estimable private virtues, which no one doubts), and moreover 
the Author considering himself reall}' obliged to him for 
many valuable hints, and certain unexpected discoveries and 
assistances, which were made known to him in the President's 
last official Letter, of 25th of January 1841; together with 
the signi^cant silence and studied avoidance of all further 
interference in the business, either public or private, which 
has constantly marked his conduct ever since, — all which 
must necessarily and of course be duly acknowledged in the 
forthcoming second part of these Letters. 

Scarhoroughf 

August ISthy 1842. 
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LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS AT SCARBOROUGH. 



LETTER L 



'< Value the friendship of one who stands by you in the storm ; 
Svrarms of insects will surround you in the sunshine." 



Dear Sir, 

You are pleased to call upon me to explain to you 
what has been the course and effect of my publication of the 
existing differences with the Managers of the Lancasterian 
Schools here, after you had carefully read over, and considered 
the " History and Mystery" of that Institution, composed 
and published more than a year ago, and had gathered from it 
so much information as to satisfy your own mind on the subject. 
I therefore cannot refuse complpng with the reasonable request 
of one whose friendship I have long experienced, and whose 
wishes are with me, tantamount to commands, although such 
compliance may necessarily involve much additional trouble, 
and lead me into details which, otherwise, I would certainly 
have much rather wished to avoid. 

It is peculiarly painful to a generously confiding and 
sensitive mind, to meet with undeserved ill-treatment, instead 
of grateful requital, from those whose former professions 
and conduct would seem to have promised very different 
results, and to be compelled to abandon long-cherished friend- 
ships, because the real grounds of difference consist not in 
matters of private or party opinions, or secular and fleeting 
interests merely, but on those grand cardinal principles of 
morality and sincerity, of truth and justice, — which combine 
the qualities, and enter into the very essence oC cIn^SSsa^ 
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societyj and which it is believed cannot be impugned, tam- 
pered with, or denied, without damaging and deranging the 
harmony and general welfare of the entire community, so far 
at least as its influence extends and operates. Coarse and 
vulgar minds indeed are rarely very susceptible of refined 
pleasures, and consequently are little regardful of the feelings 
and fortunes of others, when any prospect of advancement, 
or supposed personal advantage offers itself to their ambitious 
hopes or self-seeking gratifications. But with regard to Dr, 
Murray f the President of the Institution in question, and the 
writer's late professional friend, and also of the Rev, O. B. 
Kiddy the Independent Minister here, at whose meeting-house, 
during his pastorate, and that of his venerated predecessor the 
late Rev, Samuel Bottondey^ he had been in the constant habit 
of attending for the space of thirty years (from the year 1810, 
when he first came to reside at Scarborough, until the present 
School controversy, forbad, as a necessary consequence, his 
longer continuance) — notwithstanding their avowed predi- 
lections and open partizanship, he nevertheless had reason to 
expect, and will still continue to indulge the charitable hope 
of better things from them. But they also well know, or 
might have learned, that he is neither to be diverted nor 
deterred from pursuing that course of honourable and fair 
dealing which his conscience approves, and which his position 
in society dictates, by the inferior consideration of the sacrifice 
of their private friendship (which he never courted, or wished 
to possess or retain without mutual desert at either side), or by 
paying much regard to his own personal ease or gratification, 
though at present, as they know, far advanced in years : and 
least of all swayed by mercenary motives, which by some 
doubtful ** Friends" here (whom I will hereafter designate by 
their original appellation, Quakers, in order to distinguish 
them from the large and very respectable portion of ** Friends" 
properly so called) have been, not very charitably, attached to 
him, for the purpose, as he cannot but believe, to inflame 
prtyudice, and to influence him to submit to their views and 
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wisheg of secret, silent subserviency to them, and their 
associates, in opposition to the irresistible evidence of existing 
documents and plainly demonstrated facts, contained and set 
forth in the ** History" aforesaid, and which it is obviously 
their wish, if possible, to bury in oblivion ; but which it is his 
bounden duty, in justice to himself and in behalf of others, to 
keep alive and perpetuate, until satisfaction be obtained for 
him and them, in consequence of such preverse and reprehen- 
sible conduct on their parts. 

The same parties, ^st named, are also quite aware that 
rom the outset, and during the whole course of this School 
Controversy, as detailed at large in ''The History and 
Mystery'* already published, it has been the writer's prin- 
cipal and indeed invariable object to conduct it in such manner 
as to prove both to them and others, whether friends or foes, 
that his design was not alone to assert and maintain his 
integrity and consistency of character and purpose, in oppo- 
sition to the invidious and unfounded aspersions industriously 
circulated to his prejudice, but chiefly to promote the ends of 
truth and justice in the administration of the School afiairs, as 
the best and likeliest means to afibrd permanent benefit to the 
Institution itself — ^in its respectability and usefulness ; upon 
PUBLIC grounds alone, not from private pique, nor with any 
view or design to open up any personal quarrel, and especially 
as regards those with whom, for so many previous- years he 
had lived on perfectly amicable, not to say intimate terms, of 
cordial friendship and mutual good ofiices. 

Furthermore, these same parties likewise know that the 
direct grounds of complaint, as stated in the writer's first 
official letter to Dr. Murray, the President, and inserted at 
pp. 3 — 6, of the '' History" etc., related almost exclusively to 
certain irregularities and departures from the fundamental 
principles upon which the Schools were originally established, 
by divers Resolutions of Public Meetings holden fur the pur- 
pose at the time of their formation, and upon the faith of 
which the writer and others advanced their moti«^^«xv<^w^2^. 
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upon any itlippery tliding scale, or prospective uncertainty as 
to its honourable repayment; all which has been already 
demonstrated in the "History" aforesaid, to the entire 
satisfaction of every candid and impartial person who has yet 
read and considered it; and this, be it remembered, in despite 
of the efforts, however secret and combined, of a few prejudiced 
Quakert here to keep concealed those '' original Documents, " 
which in their Resolution, based on mere assumptions, and sent 
to him by their Quaker Secretary, without any signature or 
sanction whatever, and therefore utterly worthless as an 
official document — they profess to have referred to, but have 
always been unwilling and very scrupulous to produce them, 
and, at length have ventured to deny their very existence ; 
thereby, as far as they are able, to suppress the truth from 
being known or inquired into ; and further, by resorting to 
various stratagems and devices, to intimidate, perplex, and as 
much as possible prevent the writer in the prosecution of the 
unwelcome task of this just and necessary exposure of such 
conduct in the way it deserves, and of their undivulged and 
mysterious purposes of undisturbed possession, and cheap 
security, in retaining their influence and management of the 
Schools, without at all aiding or contributing to pay off the 
debt originally contracted for the School Buildings, but rather 
discouraging and discountenancing every attempt towards it ; 
willing indeed to remain with the entire receipt, control and 
management of the School, and the School funds in their own 
hands, but extremely averse to make any personal sacrifice, or 
incur further trouble about the matter, either as regards 
principal or interest (or even any aUowance in shape of rent 
to cover such interest), so justly due to those who have an 
equitable and undoubted right to expect and require it at their 
hands, as the chosen Directors and Managers of the Schools 
for the time being, after that the Trustees, duly appointed, had 
so generously and confidentially, by Special Deed of Declara- 
tion of Trusts, on their part, vested the School Buildings as 
PUBLIC PROPERTY, for the purpose of securing it for its destined 
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use, and with the avowed understood object of indemnifying 
the money-lenders the amount of the respective sums advanced, 
to the full extent of their just claims, individually and collec- 
tively, through the instrumentality of these same Managers or 
Committee of Subscribers for the time being, as by the Deed 
9f Declaration of Trusts in their hands more fully appears. 

Thus, supported and encouraged by the testimony of my 
own conscience, and the convincing evidence of documents and 
facts which cannot be refuted or disproved, and fortified also 
by the full and entire approbation of my oldest and most 
esteemed " Friends," several of them in the religious society, 
PROPERLY so denominated, and many others out of it (among 
whom I have great pleasure in numbering your good self), I 
may assure you I feel little concern about the opinions of the 
prejudiced or interested few here, who cordially hate and 
cautiously shun all fair investigation as to facts ;* nor will I 
refrain, in the further progress of their discussion, from 
expressing my sincere and honest sentiments, without fear, 
favour or affection, adhering strictly to the rule proposed at the 
commencement of the " History," (p. 2) by exhibiting, so far 
as I know and believe, *' the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth," without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

I am, dear Sir, etc. 

G. D. 

• Verifying herein the truth of the poet's keen satire, viz.— 

" For matters of fact I am no great stickler. 
But as to opinioru I'm yery partickler." 
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" Who steals my purse, steals trash^'tis something— nothing; 
'Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been slave to thoosands ; 
Bnt he who filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which not enriches him. 
And makes me poor indeed." Shakspere. 



Dear Sir, 

As soon as the publication of " The History and 
Mystery of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools" became 
generally known by the advertisement of the work in the 
several county and other papers, it excited the sullen murmur 
of discontent, and the morbid smouldering of dissatisfaction 
among the Quakers here, and many of their near relatives 
at York, with a fixed resolution to oppose it, if not openly, 
at least secretly; and this feeling of uneasy disquietude first 
discovered itself after a notice given by the Editor of " The 
Yorkshireman," in his paper of the 21 st of November, 1840, 
addressed ** To Correspondents," as follows ; viz. — " As our 
paper was going to press, we received a copy of ' The History 
and Mystery of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools, by 
G. Davies, Esq.' to which we shall draw attention in our next." 
But whatever might have been the preventive cause, the expec- 
tation thus raised was never realised, as the subsequent paper 
informs its readers that the promised notice was necessarily 
deferred, together with one " On Settlement," — an odd associa- * • 
tion truly! but just such a mode as the Quakers would be 
likely to suggest. The article literally ran thus: "we are 
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obliged to postpone some remarks on Settlement and Mr. 
Davies's * History and Mystery* till our next," when all further 
notice of either was discontinued. 

It is also rather a curious coincidence, that in the aforesaid 
paper, " The Yorkshireman,** of the 21 st November, 1840, a 
singularly striking paragraph, immediately preceding the 
above notice, informs its readers as follows : — " Professor 
Pickup, the celebrated illusionist, has been entertaining the 
inhabitants of Scarborough by his exhibition in the Town 
Hall; the various tricks and amusing performances intro- 
duced by him, and his great dexterity, excited the admiration 
of all present He intends exhibiting on Thursday next, after 
which he purposes visiting York, where there is no doubt his 
talents will be duly appreciated, and meet with the same 
approbation as he has done in this town." 

What effect the visit of this admired illiisionist might have 
had in determining the line of conduct of our Scarborough 
Quakers, I pretend not to say ; but certain it is, that from this 
time they appear to have made up their minds to follow his 
plan, and get up their exhibition of illusions at the Town Hall 
likewise, rather than by adopting the ordinary mode of a 
printed appeal to the public either in ** The Yorkshireman,"or 
otherwise. 

Professor Pickup no doubt acted wisely and successfully in 
his vocation, and thus his shrewd copyists might calculate on 
equal admiration and acquittal, after a favourable hearing and 
safe verdict before a prejudiced judge and packed jury of their 
own friends and associates. 

It is true the former course would have been more consistent 
and appropriate, in order to reply to and refute any published 
statements in the <' History and Mystery," had they been able 
to do so; but then their convenient pretence and ready excuse 
on such occasions, is a lamentable want of money, and with 
y.this plea of a bankrupt treasury, they would fain avoid a full, 
fair, and searching investigation into the accounts and proceed- 
ings of the institution. Although the present depressed state 



AT SCARBOROUGH. 9 

of the School Funds being, as is generally admitted and 
believed, only a natural consequence of such illusory and un- 
satisfactory measures in the dispositicm of its financial concerns 
shortly after its establishment until now, and further by de- 
clining to pay any attention to the just claims of its creditors. 
But although this plan of miserable mystification and con- 
cealment may seem unaccountably strange to those connected 
with similar institutions in other parts, it is in accordance with 
the usual practice observed here among the Quakers in this 
respect, under analogous circumstances, and I am sorry to say 
too generally submitted to. In the present instance, the vir- 
tual Quaker Secretary, W. Rowntree, was it seems commis- 
sioned to send to me and publish, an unsigned and apparently 
unsanctioned paper, purporting to be a ^ Resolution,'* (which 
has-been already copied in the " History and Mystery," etc., 
pp. 7 and 8), passed, as be says, appropriately enough, at the 
** Savings' Bank," by such as wished to save their own money, 
and felt perfect indifference to the sacrifice of the property and 
character of others ; the latter being of far greater value than 
the former f if the authority of our great dramatic poet, whose 
lines grace the head of this letter, is of any weight in such 
case ; and in order to judge rightly of the true spirit which 
actuated this zealous and vigilant functionary, he not only sent 
me next morning a copy of the supposed ** Resolution," but 
made it generally known abroad, and actually went in person 
to the Custom-house, and read it openly there to Mr. Henry 
Fowler, the Comptroller, and before those who happened to be 
present (Mr. Fowler himself being a Vice-president, and of 
course an ex-officio Member of the Committee, but hitherto, 
as it seems, kept in ignorance of the transaction) ; and after 
having so proclaimed it, concluded in a strain of exultation 
and apparent triumph, in words such as these : " Now we have 
done with him, and shall take no further trouble about him ;" 
little supposing or expecting — ^good, easy young man! — that 
this was only *' the beginning of an end," as was observed at 
the time to one who informed me of it. 
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A Quarterly Meeting of the Society of Friends residing in 
this district, was held at Scarborough on the 8th of December, 
1840, and after this date it became more and more obvious 
that the plans and tactics of the Quakers here had been settled 
and confirmed, perhaps in some consistory meeting or other- 
wise, not to print or publish any thing that might possibly 
commit themselves, but to trust to a demonstration or exhibi- 
tion, which it was proposed should be got up at the Town Hall 
at the next General Annual Meeting, then near at hand, and 
in which some prominent person or persons — and who more 
suitable than Mr. John Rowntree, one of the Vice-presidents, 
and also an Elder of the Quaker Society here ? — should take 
the place of the celebrated illusionist first-named, and exhibit 
some peculiar tricks and amusing performances, with his usual 
dexterity in quirks and quibbles, doubts and sophisms, and with 
little or no risk of interruption from his official co-adjutors, 
or from any of the privileged auditors who were admitted 
to the exhibition, by permission of his worship the Mayor, so 
that no extra charge would accrue thereby; observing the 
maxim of Johnny Gilpin and his good wife, who, '* although 
on pleasure bent, they had a frugal mind," and ending at length 
in similar mortification and disappointment. This economical 
and sage arrangement having been made, was soon after 
carried into efifect, with less regard to expense, and on Satur- 
day the 18th of December, 1840, a considerable number of 
very large placards or posting bills, measuring 27 inches by 20, 
were affixed at Newborough Bar, on the walls of the town and 
places of public resort, especially at the entrance doors and 
gates of the different dissenting meetings and chapels, thereby 
to attract the notice of the religious public on the following 
day (Sunday), containing intimation of the General Meeting 
that would take place at the Town Hall, on Tuesday, 22d of 
December, " to receive the Report of the Committee, and on 
other business. Dr. Murray, President, in the chair, at half-past 
six o'clock in the evening;" and that no mistake might arise 
as to what the ** other business" related to, it was added at the 
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close of the said placard (although nothing of it is even men- 
tioned or referred to in the hody of the Report of the Com- 
mittee) as follows ; viz. — '* A refutation will also he given of 
certain charges against the Managers of the Institution, con- 
tained in a publication recently issued, entitled ** The History 
and Mystery of the Scarborough Lancasterian Schools, by 
George Davies, Esq.;" and over and besides these unusually 
large placards so copiously distributed all over the town, 
smaller sized handbills, and printed circular notes, were left 
at the shops and private houses, heedless of expense, so 
different to their former plea or pretence of economy on other 
occasions; and that nothing might be wanting to excite 
sympathy and engage attention, the several ministers of the 
respective congregations had each a copy of it served, for the 
purpose of being read from the pulpits of their chapels or 
meetings, and stating that such " Refutation" would actually 
take place; but at the Quakers' Meeting it might possibly be 
heard only in a whisper — with a significant nod, or demure 
smile, understood among the initiated. i 

Now from such a formidable array, and note of preparation, 
most persons expected, and indeed it was quite natural they 
should expect, that the printed report of the Committee would 
have contained within itself, the promised and long looked for 
''refutation," so as to be read and referred to in an authentic 
and tangible form, admitting of a reply, as it is presumed is 
customary on all similar occasions, especially where character 
and principle are concerned ; or at least that they would have 
authorized some indifferent person so to act for them in that 
behalf in an open candid manner; and as a necessary prelude 
thereto would have carefully reviewed the true grounds of the 
pretended ** resolution," and the " original documents," therein 
referred to (but as yet non est inventus), which their Quaker 
Secretary, W. Rowntree, had before promulgated in their 
name (or rather without their names), dated 8th of January, 
1840, (vide History and Mystery, pp. 7 and 8) ; and ^fter 
reviewing also in this connexion the full and complete '' Cata- 
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gorical answer" thereto, at pp. 9 — 14 of the same History, 
etc., would have come to a definite conclusion upon the several 
important subjects to which they refer, and inserted the same 
n the published ^^ report'* itself, rather than depend on the 
mere relation of any individual who might be more or less per- 
sonally interested in the issue of the matters in question. 

When the evening of the 22d of December arrived, which 
was to witness the ^^ refutation of certain charges,'* without 
specifying in what the alleged charges consisted, it were pei> 
fectly futile to expect anything like a fair and candid investi- 
gation would take place, because the object of the Meeting 
was not inquiry, but an anticipated refutation, and a foregone 
easy victory. Accordingly " The Yorkshireman" of the 26th 
of December contained a brief and not very impartial summary 
of the proceedings, evidently drawn up by one of their own clique 
of friends, con amore, rather for stage effect — " Dr. Murray, 
President, in the chair." It states, in substance, that the 
meeting was addressed by the Rev. G. B. Kidd, and one 
or two othet reverends; also by James Tindall, Esq., and 
one or two Quakers, and a few others, either holding office, or 
being members of the Committee; in which it seems they 
complimented each other most lavishly, no one else being 
inclined to do so. 

It further states, that " Mr. John Rowntree gave a detailed 
account of the origin and history of the Institution, in reply to 
some calumnious charges (without, as before said, indicating 
what particular charges, or wherein the alleged calumny con- 
sisted), by George Davies, Esq. ;" and further that, " such was 
the impression produced on the meeting, which was very 
respectable," (of course no one could presume to doubt the 
contrary, if the reporter himself had not laid so much stress 
on this point). Calumnious facts, besides being a solecism in 
language, would not have answered the object of the writer, 
though in truth " The History and Mystery," etc., is made up 
of facts and documents, and of fair reasonings and deductions 
therefrom ; leaving the proper parties to apply them to their 
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own minds and consciences, or to controvert them, if they are 
able, by sound and legitimate argument. 

To proceed — on the motion of the Rev. G. B. Kidd, seconded 
by his relative, James Tindall, Esq., a ''resolution of unabated 
confidence in the Committee," (including of course themselves 
and their associates) was proposed and passed '' without a 
dissentient voice," no one caring, it seems, to disturb the self- 
complacent humour of the parties engaged in conducting this 
mock "refutation" and supposed triumph. We are further 
informed by this same sapient and impartial scribe, that one 
of the company (without giving his respectable name, or who 
from modesty, perhaps, wished to conceal it) declared that 
J. Rowntree had made the matter ''as clear as the sun at 
noon-day." 

But if it were really so, is it not a pity that the Committee 
or J. R. had not given it in a tangible form, by writing or 
printing, for the satisfaction of others, as well as this same 
individual; in order to prevent certain surmises and mis- 
givings that the case is not quite so clear as this charitable 
friend believed it to be. True it is, there are none so blind as 
they who won't see, or stupid as those who will not under- 
stand, or prejudiced as those who will only examine one side 
of a question. Such characters, however amiable and respect- 
able and moral in private life, must be left to enjoy their 
fools-paradise as they best may. But this is not the generally 
approved way to carry conviction to the minds of intelligent 
and impartial persons, who can easily see through the mists 
of error, and know that the cause of truth and justice stands 
in no need of any such adventitious aids and artful appliances 
to recommend it to the approbation of the wise and good. 
Indeed it would seem almost as if the waggish editor of " The 
Yorkshireman" viewed the case in this light, and (as in the 
first instance) appropriately and humorously introduces the 
account of this Meeting by a curious article, which precedes it, 
as follows — " very large numbers of wild geese have lately 
passed over Lincoln in a south-easterly direction:" and the 
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query is, whether the direction of their flight might not be a 
sleight-of-hand trick to conceal the application of it to the 
Scarborough Meeting, which immediately follows this por- 
tentous announcement. 

The foregoing account is however the substance of the 
Report, as regards the " History," etc., as furnished to the 
editor of "The Yorkshireman," by his sapient correspondent 
The Meeting lasted till a very late hour, and Mr. Rowntree's 
whining speech, which took up so much time in the delivery, 
was perfectly wearisome to many, and with regard to the 
main business it proved a complete failure. One elderly 
gentleman, Mr. D. Gray, rising in his place upon hearing his 
name mentioned by Mr. Rowntree as having received 18/., 
and declared that it was " a great mistake ;" for that he had 
only received 15/., when others in his precise situation had 
been paid 18/. besides 3/. I5s, of interest, and which he thought 
very unfair, as he was equally entitled to receive the same on 
his part. This unexpected discovery occasioned a little inter- 
ruption, so that the business of the Meeting was not, it would 
seem, so harmonious or unanimous as it was reported to have 
been in The Yorkshireman. And with respect to any invita- 
tion sent to me to attend such a meeting, after having so 
repeatedly and solemnly protested against their vaunted but 
really valueless " resolution," I really cannot myself discover 
what business I had there, and in this opinion all my friends 
with yourself concurred. Just in like manner was it desired 
by the Romanists that some of the Protestant Prelates should 
attend the Council of Trent; but Bishop Jewel, in his tempe- 
rate and admirable letter to Signor Scipio, a Venetian noble- 
man, has clearly shewn that such attendance would have been 
unreasonable, and altogether inconsistent with their situation 
and profession as Protestants, 

I am, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER III. 



'* Beware 
Of entrance into a quarrel, bat being in> 
Bear it, that the opposer may beware of thee I" 



Dear Sir, 

You very naturally ask me, what satisfactory or 
useful purpose could possibly have resulted from the semi- 
comic exhibition at the Town Hall, of which my last gave you 
a brief outline? and I will, therefore, endeavour in this to 
enumerate as faithfully as I can, some of the many incidents 
which took place in this connexion. Generally speaking, the 
company collected and admitted to witness what passed had 
never even heard of or seen, much less read or considered, 
" The History and Mystery," etc., which Mr. Vice-President 
Rowntree had it appears, ex officio^ engaged to refute. These 
uninformed persons were of course variously affected by the 
orator's plaintive and piteous tones, and the loud and rapturous 
applause of his colleagues around him, but could not recollect 
or repeat anything in his address of an argumentative or 
demonstrative character, at all resembling a refutatiorij or any 
approach to it; and afterwards, upon reading over "The His- 
tory," etc. for themselves, were candid enough to confess — that 
they could not have believed half that was spoken, had they 
previously read it; whilst others of more astute minds, who 
had before read it, and knew by experience that the facts it 
contained were not easily to be overturned, came away even 
more fully persuaded than before of their truth and justice, 
and were not at all satisfied with the mere exhibition of a few 
papers and memorandums which no one could get access to 
but a favoured few, and not without contradiction from one 
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out of the many sufferers, who fearlessly maintained his posi- 
tion in spite of every attempt to silence him, as recorded in 
my last. 

Another respectahle gentleman who, before the publication 
of "The History,'* had denounced the pitiful peddling system 
which had heen early practised in certain quarters, of depart- 
ing from the rules originally estahlished in paying a much 
lower price than 18/. to the unfortunate owners of the school 
buildings, which had been publicly recognised and agreed 
upon by various resolutions of previous meetings, as notbing 
less than disgraceful jobbery and bad faith, and utterly in- 
defensible, yet, after the publication, in framing some excuse 
for the easy-tempered, and ill-advised President, he charitably 
expressed his belief that he had never carefully read the book, 
or perhaps even seen it, and that he did not suppose he would 
give himself the trouble to do either. I cannot of course 
vouch for the accuracy of every word, but the general import 
and effect of them are such as I have stated. 

Shortly after the publication of "The History," etc. was 
announced, I was favoured by the receipt of many interesting 
letters from dififerent friends in almost every grade of society; 
and if I mistake not, one of the first really affecting and con- 
solatory letters which reached me after the above meeting at 
the Town Hall and its results became known, was from the 
much injured and aggrieved individual whose cause I had 
espoused and advocated, and whose hard case appears at the 
close of " The History," etc. ; viz. Mr, Wellborn Keatley, 

This letter from that aged, reduced, and probably self- 
instructed individual, will be read with varied emotions of 
pleasure as well as regret, by every person of true philanthropic 
and religious feeling, as rich in sentiments of gratitude and 
devotion, which it would be well if all would more strictly 
observe; and, to his credit be it remembered, that he was one 
of the earliest promoters and founders of the Lancasterian 
School System in Scarborough, as " The History," etc. pp. 96-7 
clearly proves ; being conscious, perhaps, in his own case of the 
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important advantages of an early elementary education, he was 

very desirous of communicating that benefit to others of the 

rising generation in similar circumstances. The following is a 

copy of his letter referred to, viz. — 

" London, January 26, 1841. 
" Sir, 

*' Yours I received, and observed the same, and hope 

you will not think it was through ingratitude I did not answer 

your letter, and of receiving The History and Mystery of the 

Lancasterian Schools, for which I am much obliged to you for 

your great kindness, knowing that you had done everything 

that lay in your power, both for me and all others that wanted 

their rights due to them of the Lancasterian Schools; — and 

your honourable book will let them see it and read it, and 

know how wrong they have behaved by paying some their 

rights, and others not anything. Sir, I am sorry to say, I 

think you must have had a very harassed mind for sometime 

from the trouble you have taken both for me and others, but it 

is not in our power to pay you. We hope that the Lord will 

pay you. 

'' From your most obedient and humble Servant, 

" (Signed) Wellborn Keatley.'* 

" George Davies, Esq." 

This letter speaks for itself— its own humble, grateful spirit 
is its best eulogy, yet sufficiently marked by decision and self- 
respect. '^ 

A few days prior to the receipt of the foregoing, I thought 
it right to present my esteenled medical attendant Thomas 
Weddell, Esq., with a copy of " The History and Mystery," 
etc., and accompanied it by a little note to the following 
effect; viz. " Having understood that Mr. Weddell was present 
at the annual meeting of the Lancasterian Schools, lately held 
at the Town Hall, where a promised refutation of my little 
work was so generally announced to be made, G. D. thinks it 
but right to present Mr. W. with the accompanying copy of 
it, as a token of respect, which it may be he has not yet read ; 
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and to express bis anxious desire that the party implicated 
will oblige him and the public by the exhibition of such sup- 
posed refutation or defence in some tangible and authentic 
form, agreeable to established usage in all such cases where a 
written statement has been promulgated in an authorized and 
open manner. 

" Monday, 18 January, 1841. 
"To Alderman WeddeU, Scarborough." 

After two or three days I received the following courteous 
reply from that gentleman, viz. — 

"Scarborough, January 21, 1841. 
"Mt dear Sir, 

" I thank you for * The History and Mystery of the 
Scarborough Lancasterian Schools,' which you have been kind 
enough to send me. The agitation of this affair cannot have 
been agreeable to any parties concerned : — for myself, per- 
sonally, I have had so many engagements that I could pay 
little attention to it. I was always of opinion, that however 
the managers may have erred, they had but one object in 
view, that of serving the poor, and on no occasion put any of 
the funds into their own pockets. As a shareholder, which 
I always considered myself to be, was content to have the pri- 
vilege of sending three children to the schools, and presumed 
it to be the original intention of the Founders. Mr. John 
Rowntree's exposition at the Annual Meeting, at which I was 
present, seemed to remove the mystery to a considerable ex- 
tent, and I think it but fair to you, as well as to the Subscribers 
to the schools, for him to publish his explanation, but with 
that I have nothing to do. Am exceedingly sorry that the 
Institution should suffer from divisions amongst its professed 
friends, and lament particularly that such division should 
deprive the poor of your countenance and support, as they 
at least, are no parties to it. 

" I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
" George Davies, Esq." Thomas Weddell." 
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The candid, courteous spirit of this letter, compensates in 
some measure for the misconception and consequent misrepre- 
sentation, quite unintentional, no doubt, of the stipulations and 
resolutions upon which the Schools were originally founded ; 
which made it both decorous and even necessary to return the 
following reply to it ; viz. — 

" Scarborough, 25 January, 1841. 
" My dear Sir, 

*' It is, as you must be aware, quite impossible for me 
to attempt to answer over and over again the same course of 
observation or remark which my various friends or opponents 
may choose to adopt, and you will therefore have the goodness 
to excuse my doing so in reply to your Letter of the 21st inst., 
believing, as I do, * The History,* etc., therein referred to, 
will sufficiently exonerate me from such needless trouble, and 
to which no corresponding answer has or can be given. It is 
to this publication, therefore, that I most respectfully invite 
your attention. But you are pleased to say, that ' as a 
shareholder, which I always considered myself to he^ etc. 
Perhaps you are not aware that, for certain undefined reasons) 
you have only been recognised in this character by the latest 
List of Subscribers, just published ; and that you informed me 
yourself, in November 1 839, you had been allowed to occupy 
such position by the Quaker friends in committee, in consi- 
deration of an irrecoverable debt, due to you for medical 
attendance on a patient who had originally advanced money 
to the School, and by which process you reserved 18«. a year 
towards its liquidation, and paid over the difierence of 3«. 
instead of 2U., which you had formerly given to the School. 
So that you are now considered by these conscientious gentle- 
men, many of whom are not and do not wish to aspire to 
be considered shareholders, upon precisely the same footing 
as myself and others, who actually advanced 18/. each in 
hard cash, some twenty-seven or twenty-eight years ago; 
the principal, interest, and charges of which have been accu- 
mulating and unpaid in my case upwards of twenty-five years.^ 
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and yet, most inconsistently and falsely, the interest appean 

by the Treasurer's accounts to have been paid up to the present 

time. Your concern, however, in these Schools, may be 

equally, if not more valid, than that of some others, who, for 

all that has yet transpired, have only paid the trifling sum of 

3/. 158, for their supposed shares, leaving the poor suflerers to 

seek their remedy as they are able. Moreover, being yourself 

a member of the committee, and observing that you have 

expressed an opinion as follows — ' / think it but fair to you tu 

well as to the subscribers to the Schools^ for him (Mr. John 

Rowntree) to publish his explanation^ etc. and then immediately 

afterwards adding * but with that I have nothing to do,* I own 

I am startled at such an avowal on your part ; because, from 

your public position in this Borough, as an Alderman and past 

Mayor, even though you were not at present a member of the 

committee, I should have thought that, as a subscriber merely, 

and a devoted friend to the prosperity of the Schools, and 

especially as a lover of truth and justice and honourable 

conduct among the general community to which you belong, 

you must necessarily have much to do with its permanent peace 

and respectability; nor can you, in my humble judgment, 

entirely free yourself from the duties which those important 

relations impose on you. My late publication, or * History,* 

etc., has fairly pointed out the sources of the existing divisions, 

and at the same time their remedies are plainly and faithfully 

stated; and I cannot, I think, be justly blamed for declining 

to place any further confidence in the parties implicated therein, 

until a satisfactory adjustment of such divisions takes place. 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours very truly, 

" George Davies," 
" Thomas Weddell, Esq., 

" Scarborough." 

■ 

Such, my dear Sir, were the views and feelings which I 
considered right to embody in my answer to an Esteemed friend 
and correspondent, on this very simple right to ask for the 
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recognition and reimbursement of money publicly advanced by 
myself and others, and which, as a trustee^ I conceive I was 
doubly hound to state, and to enforce by every reasonable and 
proper means. It appeals to original documents and facts, 
with the proofs contained in "The History," etc., which I 
believe cannot be resisted, much less refuted, by any Quaker 
art or sophistry whatever ; but of this Mr. Weddell could not 
fairly judge at the time, not having had an opportunity to 
examine the case, or even to read it over attentively ; and 1 
may now add, that he has never since favoured me with any 
further letter on the subject. It remarks, but briefly indeed, 
upon the observation, " that however the managers might have 
erred, they had but one object in view — that of serving the 
poor— and on no occasion put any of the money into their own 
pockets ;" because I was not then, nor am I now, satisfied that 
this one single object has been constantly and universally the 
ruling one, strictly and invariably observed in this School 
concern, and which may properly enough be the subject of 
future investigation and inquiry. It however distinctly and 
with sincerity notices the practical mistake of the writer, in 
supposing that he had " always considered himself a share- 
holder," by shewing that he had only very recently been 
recognised as such by his shrewd Quaker friends in committee, 
in their last report ; and for the purpose, no doubt, of securing 
his patronage and support for the future. It likewise apprised 
him of the much more advantageous position in which he 
stood as the holder of a desperate, irrecoverable book-debt, for 
medical aid, by saving 1 8s. a year in perpetuity, and paying 
but 3s. a year for tickets admitting three children to the 
Lancasterian Schools, so long at least as there were masters or 
mistresses, and proper funds for the payment of their salaries ; 
while, on the other hand, it has been insinuated, if not asserted, 
that I, and others in my situation, after advancing some thirty 
years ago 1 8Z. each, in hard cash,- and in a time of extreme 
pressure, was never to look for reimbursement of the original 
outlay of money, or even interest, however specially understood 
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and promised at the time by divers resolutions of public 
meetings, as quoted and referred to in "The History" aforesaid; 
but instead of this, must submit to the annoyance of having 
my name published as a subscriber to the Schools, and a 
shareholder against my will, and compelled thereby to be 
associated with those who wittingly or unwittingly uphold and 
promote such mean and unworthy practices ; and then, most 
insultingly to every feeling of justice and common sense, call 
this " a privilege " forsooth ! of getting some chance of the 
return of the 18Z. by a paltry saving of 3*. a year, and of 
presenting three children for education in a public school, 
under such auspicious management. 

In this way, supposing the parties to be long lived, and the 
School^]>uildings to exist for one hundred and twenty years ! 
there might be a possibility of realising the 18/. of principal by 
the aforesaid saving of Ss. a year, but on no other principle 
could it be attained ; and hence the simple question arises — 
Did I and others understand this at the time we made our 
advance of money? I confidently answer for myself I did 
not, nor can it be believed that any sane person could so 
understand it. Nor in all my experience or inquiries of any 
similar institution formed at this period, can I find any one 
established upon such a sandy or slippery foundation. My 
", History" adduces two examples out of many; viz. the 
Spitalfields and the Tottenham Lancasterian Schools, precisely 
to the contrary, which are irrefragable proofs, and strictly in 
pt)int, of the justness of my remarks. 

I am, dear Sir, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER IV. 



** The arguments of 'tyrant rulers are as contemptible, as their united 
power is hateful :— their name is Legion.'* 



Dear Sir, 

The conclusion of my last Letter contrasted the 
honourable proceedings and conduct of the influential and 
highly respectable Society of Friends, in regard to their 
Schools established in and near London, in the year 1812, 
with the very different behaviour of the clique of our Scarbo- 
rough QuakerSf as now of late manifested in their attempts to 
suppress inquiry, and even to deny the existence of the articles, 
" Resolutions, and Original Documents," entered into at the 
formation of the " Lancasterian Schools" here, instituted at 
the very same time, and upon principles consonant thereto: 
thus disagreeing with all the other Schools of the time and 
chai-acter, and openly avowing, maintaining and objecting, by 
Dr, Murray, their president, apologist and special pleader, 
that " if they were to pay one claim, they must go on to pay 
all;" which is about as puerile in argument as the child's 
dislike to learn his letters ; viz. " If I say A, I must say B, 
and thus go on to C and D." Again, it is urged, that " to pay all 
is plainly impossible," etc. ( Vide " History and Mystery, p. 42). 
But I have often heard a good man, now deceased, quaintly 
and pithily observe : " Give me a will and I'll soon find you a 
way;" and truly if this pertinacious and frivolous objection is 
to be allowed any weight, so as to paralyse all exertion, why 
not at once boldly pass a resolution to confiscate the whole 
property? This would at least be a simple, intelligible pro- 
ceeding, however arbitrary or unjust. In fact, such manifest 
breach of faith is totjally indefensible by any just argument, and 
depends solely upon arbitrary will, backed by a pusillanimous 
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dread of consequences, and maintained by a self-seeking 
majority in possession of the use of the School Buildings, for 
their own ends and purposes, perhaps of personal aggrandise- 
ment, or possible contingent advantages accruing from such 
entire patronage of the School and of its secular interests. 
Thus injustice is often as deaf to the voice of argument, or the 
plaint of the wronged, as it is blind to the contempt which is 
inspired by its inconsistencies. Dogged silence or supercilious 
selfishness prevail over the claims, the self-evident claims of 
right, turn aside the straightforward course of justice, and 
hold the easily persuaded and ductile mind of the otherwise 
amiable President in abject subjection to their views and wishes, 
whose cause he has so indiscreetly espoused and advocated ; 
forcing him to abandon the suggestions of his better nature on 
other similar subjects. And because a perfectly fair adjust- 
ment is said by Dr. Murray to be "quite impossible," he 
prefers and recommends injustice in the gross; and in this way 
it is obvious any other crime may stand excused. Yet these 
friendly Quakers make great professions of a quiet spirit^ and 
to have an instinctive horror of resistance, and it might be as 
well if they more constantly practised what they profess ; but 
theirs is the quiet, the delusive quiet of the strong over the weak 
and powerless; and the resistance they most dread is the 
exposure of their doublings and curvetings, and what is usually 
known or understood by ^* shaping their language'* so as to 
avoid as much as possible the fearful charge of " speaking lies 
in hypocrisy," which they well know is closely connected with 
others equally fearful, and would much rather stimulate others 
to incur than commit themselves. 

Another characteristic excuse for withholding all inquiry or 
exertion in this behalf, is — " I cannot conceive that I have any 
business to involve myself at all, merely as a subscriber and 
friend of the School." {Vide in " History and Mystery," the 
President's Letter, pp. 48, 49). This, in a certain sense, may 
be very true ; but then be pleased to recollect that the entire 
management of the School, and the finances of it, are, by the 
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declaration of trusts, vested in the committee of subscribers, 
chosen by themselves, and subject to the repayment of the 
loans of money as contracted for when the School was instituted 
in 1812; and for the President, the three Vice-Presidents, the 
Treasurer, the major part of the present Committee, with the 
two Secretaries, who did not contribute anything by such loans 
towards the establishment of the Schools, now to turn round 
and to use this selfish and really unprincipled excuse, in order 
to shake off all personal responsibility in such a case, is not 
very dissimilar to that of the Irishman, who, when his neigh- 
bour's house was on fire, and having got all his own moveables 
safe about him, begged to decline all interference or assistance 
whatever, consoling himself with the idea that he was ** only 
a lodger." 

Without any prejudice to the claim of right, however, I 
think I might freely admit that the President and others, may 
not, as mere subscribers, be individually and legally liable, 
beyond their annual subscriptions; yet in a mora/ sense, having 
accepted the honours of the society, and having certain public 
duties to perform, they cannot be absolved in equity and justice 
for retaining as they do, and have done for thirty years last 
past, the use of the Schools, knowing that not any part of the 
original outlay of money advanced has ever been repaid to 
those who so opportunely and generously came forward in time 
of need to maintain the public property and prosperity of the 
Schools, and to put the same into effective operation, on public 
grounds, and for the lasting benefit of the children of the town, 
upon the most liberal and unexclusive system. 

It is very true that the President, over and above his annual 
subscription of 1/. !«., did on one occasion, upon being elected 
to the office newly created for him, in or about 1829, give a 
handsome donation of 5/. 5^.; but this coming into the hands 
of the Quaker treasurer, as well as many other handsome 
donations and bequests to a considerable amount, at different 
times, have been swallowed up in the general account of 
disbursements, brief abstracts of which are given in the trea- 
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surer's unaudited accounts from year to year, but without any 
thought of, or the least provision made for, the unsatisfied 
claims of the deceived and much-aggrieved money-lenders of 
1812. Now, I have likewise myself, on different occasions, 
given sundry sums towards rebuilding the Baptist Meetings 
and the present deserted Methodist Chapel, at this place; and 
provided the necessary amount of money could have been 
raised hy free gifts in this way for the Lancasterian Schools, it 
is very probable I should have contributed thereto as freely m 
others; but it is a well-ascertained and plainly recorded faetf 
however the Quakers may have endeavoured to suppress or 
deny ft, that " it was quite impracticable to obtain the sum of 
450/. in donations, or to dispose of shares," (vide " History and 
Mystery," p. 101), as had been previously suggested ; and the 
only alternative, therefore, was to borrow the money of those 
who were willing to lend it in loans of 18/. each, which several 
shopkeepers in the town, much to their honour, agreed to 
advance in a temporary way, who certainly never meant to 
give it in toto ; some of whom afterwards felt, and others still 
feel, the want of it, in their embarrassed circumstances ; and 
many others, removed by death, have left this hitherto unpro- 
ductive legacy to their kindred and near relatives, who have to 
lament this act of indiscreet confidence of their ancestors, and 
experience the insufficiency of honest precaution, when ingenious 
manoeuvre is secretly working against it, but are waiting some 
fortunate revolution in the conduct of the School affairs, to 
realize what they can out of the wreck and ruin of their several 
interests in this untoward and sadly mismanaged business. 

Now, if any blame is supposed to attach to myself and 
others, for having placed too great confidence in the subscribers 
generally, or in the managing committee, their representatives, 
I most unreservedly confess that I was one of the first to 
propose and advocate the settling the property of the School 
under a declaratory deed of trust, and vesting the management 
of its affairs in a committee of subscribers ; because, from all 
that had hitherto occurred here, as well as my experience of 
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such matters elsewhere, I felt convinced that unless this plan 
was adopted, no substantial security could be had; that in 
process of time, what was intended to be a public institu- 
tion, would become private property, notwithstanding the 
large sums collected and expended in its first and second 
establishment, in 1810 and 1812 ; and I was further of opinion, 
and believed, it would be considered an additional reason with 
many, to contribute the more freely to its support, as it gene- 
rally produces that efiect with really ingenuous and well-disposed 
persons. However, I have since found by melancholy expe- 
perience, that many of the original proprietory shareholders of 
1810, were quite right in requiring a specific payment (though 
with considerable loss) of the several sums which they had 
conditioned to receive before they parted with their respective 
interests, or signed the deeds of lease and release, at present 
in my possession, as trustee, (with the exception only of 
Mr. Wellborn Keatley, whose case will have some further 
notice hereafter). These retiring shareholders knew the 
parties they had to deal with better than I did, who was then 
but a stranger among them, and, as it has since proved, were 
fully justified in using every caution in their dealings with the 
slippery sort of folks who put themselves so conspicuously 
forward on this occasion, to lend their countenance to the 
scheme to draw in the unwary, but excused themselves from 
the loan of money ; and, as it has turned out, those who 
talked most, really did the least; verifying the truth of the 
Spanish proverb, *^ mucha lengua y poca lana,' literally, much 
talk and little wool, applied to such as with large professions 
make but slender performances. 

I am, dear Sir, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER V. 



"Those only are faithful who are strictly just and true. 
Equivocation Is a marie of cowardice and meanness of spirit." 



Dea'r Sir, 

From wliat has been already advanced in my last 
and former Letters, as well as in "The History and Mystery" 
throughout, you can be at no loss, I think, to perceive that 
from the very first it was well understood and believed the 
Committee were to lend their zealous efforts and honest 
endeavours, in order to free the Institution from all its just 
debts and encumbrances, at the earliest possible period ; and 
to this end, to keep the Subscribers and Public in general 
duly informed of the state of the School Finances in the several 
branches, as well as with the progress and success of the 
Educational operations, conformably to the usages in all other 
Lancasterian Schools at this time raised and supported by 
voluntary contributions, and settled in trust for public security. 
Indeed this principle, so reasonable and just in itself, was, I 
find by referring to the Second Yearly Report of 1814-15, 
entirely recognised and acted upon, as clearly appears upon 
the face of that Report and the Address attached to it, which 
I have carefully preserved among my "Original Documents," 
but which the Committee of 1840 (or certain members of it) 
would seem to repudiate; either not having found them among 
their " Original Documents," or having found them, are very 
unwilling to produce the same. 

The following is an additional extract from that Report 
before referred to, viz. — "The Committee have to report that 
agreeably to the resolution of the last General Meeting, the 
property has been conveyed to Trustees therein named, who 
have since executed the Deed of Trust." This same Report 
also congratulates the Subscribers in terms following: — "Your 
Committee, in reporting the state of the institution committed 
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to their care, have the pleasure of congratulating their con- 
stituents on the increased interest that has existed in favour of 
the Lancasterian School since the last General Meeting, the 
consequence of which has heen a considerable addition to the 
List oS Subscribers, and an increased number of Scholars in 
the School." 

Now, my dear Sir, without vanity, I may assure you that to 
produce these desirable and cheering results had personally 
engaged much of my time; and the Treasurer's accounts for 
this year shew a balance in his hands of 82/. 14«. 6d. from 
annual subscriptions only, exclusive of any congregational 
collections or bequests, which at this early establishment of 
Schools were not reckoned upon. This appears to be the 
largest balance either before or since, except perhaps that 
of 1829, which shewed one of 88/. 5^. II ^d.; and this might 
have been occasioned by the ^clat of Dr. Murray's president- 
ship, then recently created, and which produced in donations 
88Z. 5s. So that in fact, but for these extraordinary donations 
the balance would have been next to nothing at this time. At 
the particular period to which I have before alluded, in 
1814«15, an Address usually accompanied each Report, and 
&om MS. papers in my hands, I find this was drawn up at 
request by myself. The Report and accounts were, of course, 
more particularly committed to the two Mr. Rowntrees, father 
and son. The Address was thought appropriate to the then 
situation of the School, and was accordingly adopted, and 
published with the Report, but I cannot now conveniently 
transcribe it — however, should you hereafter require to have 
it, I can furnish a true copy of it, either from my MS. or the 
printed Report. But although it was considered at the time 
a suitable and satisfactory Address, I cannot be sure that 
either of the Mr. Rowntree's, sen. or jun., cordially approved 
of it. This second year's balance in the Treasurer's hands of 
82/. I4s, 6d, was, as I have before said, the largest (except 
in the single instance before excepted) that has been reported 
either before or since, to my knowledge ; and I well remember 
having taken considerable pains^ and spent much time and 
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labour, in order to produce it, as those best know who were 
witnesses of it: — but the uniform desire, and as I thought, the 
too eager and unreasonable desire of the Messrs. Rowntree, 
to retain the whole of this balance in their hands as a sort of 
guarantee fund to answer the contingent expenses of the 
Master's and Mistress's Salaries, and other minor charges of 
casual occurrence, seemed to be the sole or principal object 
they had in view; which certainly gave me some surprise, 
considering as I then did, that by the Report and printed List 
one of the Mr. Rowntree's at least was supposed to have held 
some pecuniary interest (which was never well understood, 
and has since become more doubtful than ever) in the perma- 
nent prosperity and character of the School ; and for two or 
three years I buoyed myself up with the hope that in justice 
to himself, if not in fair consideration of the claims of others, 
he or they would originate some equitable plan for the gradual 
extinction or diminution of every just demand upon the 
Institution, and account for the moneys originally collected 
and entrusted to the Treasurer for the very express purpose of 
founding or remodeling the Schools, and of paying off the 
retiring shareholders, and especially their interest, due for two 
and a half years preceding. Nothing however of this kind 
was ever reported, to my knowledge, or any such account pro- 
duced, although it is admitted that various payments of interest 
were made from it, according to Mr. John Rowntree 's own 
Letter, inserted in the History and Mystery, pp. 71 — 75. 

Still I continued to cherish that kind of charitable feeling 
which "beareth, believeth, hopeth, and endureth all things;" 
until by degrees I came to be convinced that the desire professed 
by Messrs. Rowntree to keep all notice of the original debt 
upon the School from appearing in the Reports, or even 
voluntarily accounting for the moneys actually received towards 
this specific object, under the notion or apprehension of its 
doing an injury to the School, was, if not really affected, so 
entirely groundless that I could not henceforward lend my 
personal countenance to such a fatal delusion. It was indeed 
perfectly natural for the Treasurer to wish to keep a good 
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round sum of balance in band, but tben it seemed to me 
unreasonable in itself and very unfair towards tbe public 
creditors of tbe Institution, to keep tbe numerous visitors of 
tbe Scbools, many of tbem strangers frequenting Scarborougb 
only during tbe summer season, in perfect ignorance of any 
pending or subsisting debt or incumbrance upon it, on tbe face 
of tbe reported accounts from year to year — inasmucb as it was 
making a mere parade or puppet show of tbe Scbool, taking 
up tbe Master and Mistress's time needlessly and unprofitably, 
besides interfering witb tbe proper business of tbe scbolars in 
tbeir various duties, and witb little bope of any countervailing 
benefit. Tbis extraordinary course I found so fondly and 
pertinaciously persisted in, tbat I did not fail to remonstrate 
against it as far as I personally could, but witbout tbe least 
effect It did, bowever, assuredly make tbe name and sbop 
of Messrs. Rowntree better known and mucb more frequented 
by all parties, and especially to many ladies among tbe Society 
of Friends, and otbers wbo took a laudable interest in tbe 
inspection and management of tbe Girl's department. But 
witb regard to tbe recruiting tbe finances of tbe Scbool, and 
tbe promotion of its permanent interest and prosperity, re- 
spectability and usefulness, notbing surely could be more 
ill-advised or worse-conducted ; and on tbis account, as well 
as otbers, I felt imperatively obliged, on personal and con- 
scientious grounds, to witbbold my continued countenance 
and active support to sucb measures ; — wbetber I was rigbt or 
wrong I leave witb confidence to tbe sober judgment of every 
candid and unbiassed mind. I did not bowever come to tbis 
resolution in any fit of intemperate beat, or at all rasbly or 
inconsiderately, for I suffered my. name to remain on tbe 
Subscribers' lists at 1/. \ls, 6d, even a tbird year, viz. 
1815-16, continuing, tbougb not on tbe Committee, to act 
as I bad always beretofore done, with tbe same lively zeal for 
tbe prosperity of tbe Institution; but owing to tbe free 
expression of my opinion and wisb tbat a part of tbe balance 
of 82/. 148. 6d, as reported in 1814-15 should be applied to 
tbe reduction of the original debt, I found to my extreme 

B 
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regret that the objection of Messrs. Rowntree was not likely 
to be withdrawn, and that the least hint about it was the 
occasion of irritation and unpleasant feeling. Now of the twenty- 
five names of individuals who conveyed the property of the 
Schools, (always excepting Mr. W. Keatley) to the Nine 
Trustees, as already detailed in the History and Mystery, p. 115, 
there are doubtless some among them of great wealth and 
importance, who cared little about the matter, while many 
others, being in trade and shopkeepers in the town, felt 
inconvenienced and aggrieved by the outlay of their loans, 
but could not, in their circumstances, prudently express their 
feelings on the occasion, so freely as myself and others not 
engaged in business. To such persons a preference might have 
been given, without at all disturbing the order and harmony of 
the Society. But for gentlemen of large possessions and great 
riches to neglect or refuse to take into consideration the situa- 
tion and circumstances of their poorer townsmen, and virtually, 
by their silence or tacit acquiescence, not to interpose their 
influence, at least so far as to afford a fair chance or means of 
redress, is what / cannot in good faith and sound principle 
adopt for myself A man may be permitted to please himself 
with regard to the distribution of his oivn property, but not so 
as regards the rights and property of others ; and the obligation 
is vastly increased, in my opinion, if he be constituted a trustee 
for others, as was at the first literally the case with myself and 
eight others, six of them being since dead. My main object at 
this time was to have applied 6QL of the balance of 82/. 14». 6d. 
in hand, towards relieving so far the debt of 450/. on the 
Institution. This sum, on an equal partition among twenty- 
five, would have given 21. to each contributor, and cancelled 
one-ninth part of the reduced estimate or cost of the buildings ; 
but as some might have needed their 'money more than others, 
let all such have had a larger share, and let the richer ones 
wait to be paid hereafter, or if they chose voluntarily to give up 
all or any part of their rightful claim in favour of the Institu- 
tion, at their option ; such an application of this surplus balance, 
especially if followed up with hearty good-wiU and zealous 
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exertion, would long ago have obliterated every trace of incum- 
brance on the Schools ; and, instead of the general funds in the 
Treasurer's hands being exhausted, afresh stream of benevolence 
and of public confidence would have set in year by year, and 
tlie finances been better improved and more firmly established 
by such open, honest, and straightforward proceeding, which 
even a child might read and understand, and of which all must 
approve. 

Supposing this plan to have been adopted, there would still 
have remained 32/. 14«. 6d,, together with or independent of 
any further sum in the Treasurer's hands, arising from the 
donations and collections originally raised for paying the 
interest due to the old shareholders ; and so far as it might 
extend, to buy up any of the proprietory shares of the retiring 
ones, at \Sl, each on the public account j and for which purpose 
money was collected and paid to the Treasurer (as stated in 
"The History and Mystery," pp. 85 and 118), and has never, 
to my knowledge, been distinctly accounted for unto this day. 

No doubt the late Mr. Rowntree's accounts, kept by himself, 
would throw considerable light on this mysterious subject, but 
although these books were provided for the special record of 
these accounts, and were doubtless bought with the puhUc 
money placed at his disposal, yet his son and successor has 
hitherto declined to make them public, for general satisfaction, 
and constantly and cautiously avoids every question concerning 
such accounts. 

I had almost forgotten to say, that although I could not, 
consistently with my views of equity and fair dealing, cordially 
co-operate with those who wished to keep up such secret and 
delusive projects, yet I took considerable pains to prepare what 
I thought might be a fitting Address to be appended to the 
"Third Annual Report of 1815-16," as I have referred to and 
summarily stated in "The History and Mystery," pp. 107-108, 
and a manuscript copy of which I preserve among my papers, 
to be produced at a future time, should you wish it. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours, etc., 

G. D. 



LETTER VI. 



" If yon lend money, let it be for a definite time, for the interest of h 
old debt is often paid by ill-uage, and sometimes ill-langoage." 



Dear Sir, 

As I commenced writing these letters at your 
particular desire, and intend to submit them to you, and my 
family and friends, as a faithful memorial of the whole course 
of my connexion with the Scarborough Lancasterian School — 
and of the harassing and unjust treatment from time to time 
received from the Quaker Committee, or Confederacy, in sup- 
port of their unrighteous pretensions and proceedings, I request 
you will bear with me, if in the further detail of these measures 
I am constrained to incur the natural, and perhaps unavoidable 
fault of egotism, if not tautology, more or less excusable in one 
of my age. Although I can assure you it is and has been my 
sincere wish to avoid both of these errors, so far as compatible 
with distinctness and force, in the statements I have yet made 
or may hereafter make ; and I consider it better to make this 
avowal and apology now, by way of anticipation of, and pre- 
paration for the several important letters of the President, Dr. 
Murray — and the Quaker Treasurer, Isaac Stickney, which 
will be exhibited to your notice and commented upon, in the 
conclusion of my observations on this long pending and really 
iniquitous transaction, from its origin in 1812, to the present 
year 1842, embracing a period of thirty years. 

My last Letter (V.) stated the grounds upon which I con- 
scientiously declined to co-operate any longer in the support 
of a system so entirely bpposed to what had been originally 
intended, and altogether adverse to the principles upon which 
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all the Lancasterian Schools, elsewhere as well as here^ were 
established in 1812-13, and such also as were specifically set 
forth in the Resolution of the Public Meeting of 19th and pub- 
lished 24th February, 1813 — when Mr. John Roumtree was 
Chairman, and was then carried into effect, and the Public Pro- 
perty of the School vested in nine Trustees, who executed a 
Deed of Trust for that express purpose. Such departure from 
good faith and honest principle, I fearlessly and frequently de- 
nounced at the time, as likely to be attended with the very worst 
consequences, not merely to the finances of the Institution, but 
more especially as it would affect the real utility and respect- 
ability of it. The foundation of all justice is truth — and as 
Scriptural Education was professed to be the distinctive charac- 
teristic of these Schools, even the young children taught to read 
their Bible would soon learn from the Sacred page the meaning 
of those simple words, ** Whatever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them." " Be just before you are 
generous," is a good old maxim; but our Scarborough Quakers 
would, it seems, make the generosity of others the pioneer of 
their injustice, when difficulties are to be met and fairly coped 
with. Now as, in ordinary cases, money can only be obtained in 
one or other of the three following ways, viz. by begging, borrow- 
ing, or stealing, and as the^r«^ mode of raising it was found to 
be impossible, and the last is not imputed, it necessarily follows 
that it must have been borrowed, unless by some ingenious 
contrivance another means has been found out to accomplish 
the end, independent of honest labour or exertion, by ex- 
changing empty promises for the hard sterling ca^h of such as 
have been induced to place any confidence in them. In all 
such cases I quite agree in sentiment with those who think 
that the true remedy is to be found not in Law, but in Opinion, 
The existence of the abuse must be made known clearly and 
distinctly to all; being made known, it must be made dis- 
graceful ; if it be sanctioned unhappily by local prejudices or 
private interest, an Appeal must be made from these localities 
or privacies to the judgment of a less partial tribunal, and in 
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ever)' way in which the minds of men can be operated on. 
It is therefore, I humbly conceive, the bounden duty of every 
individual injured and misrepresented as I have been, to expose 
such conduct, from whatever quarter it may have arisen, as it 
deserves, in justification of his own character, and by way of 
caution to others. 

Upon relinquishing, however, my connexion as a Subscriber 
to the Scarborough Schools, in February 1815, I paid up one 
year's subscription (II, 11*. 6d.) in advance, to February 1816, 
and at the same time intimated my intention of discontinuing 
it in future. I received likewise from Messrs. Rowntree, ISt. 
for one year's interest then due to me for the antecedent year, 
February 1814-15, but not in advance, as was my paid-up 
subscription, prospectively ; and after this last transaction, I 
constantly avoided giving further countenance or assistanca 
to the School Managers, and of course discontinued the 
receipt or the use of admission tickets for any more children, 
although it appears from my notes, which I always carefully 
preserve, that on 23rd February 1816, two gentlemen of the 
School Committee, who I presume it was supposed had most 
influence with me (Mr. W. Smith and another), did call to 
converse with me about the subscription for another year; 
which I stedfastly resisted, and at the same time gave them 
my reasons for it; and from this time, neither from Messrs. 
Rowntree, nor any other, could I ever obtain the least satis- 
faction for the year's interest then due, and since growing due, 
but have been constantly put ofp with vague excuses of the 
expediency of keeping a good balance in the treasurer's hands; 
of the gradual diminution of the subscriptions; and at last, of 
the general decline and poverty of the Institution itself. 

Having thus introduced you to the origin ot my connexion 
with the School Managing Committee, as established by the 
Resolutions of Public Meeting of 19th, and published 24th 
February 1813, *^John Rowntree in the chair" as briefly referred 
to herein, and which you may find more fully reported in the 
published ** History and Mystery/' etc. pp. 1 00, 101 ; and having 
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also stated the reasons which compelled me to discontinue any 
direct countenance or active support, and never once accepting 
of the proposed option to pay anything less than the full price 
of the general Subscribers to the Schools, and not any redticed 
or differential price, and receiving the interest on the loan of 
18/. for the two first years at 18«. each year; and by which 
regular proceeding I gave ample proof that I meant to adhere 
to my rightful claim of interest at my option, not theirs, in all 
future time; I will now go on in a methodical course to state 
every particular of each sum either paid or received, and 
when and by whom, so as to establish upon the clearest 
possible grounds the justness of the claim both of principal 
and interest; — and beginning first with the several Annual 
Subscriptions which were paid hy me to Mr. John Rowntree, 
the treasurer, without any diminution or deduction whatever, 
as I have extracted them from my books at the several times 
hereunder, viz. 

£. 8, d, 

1813, February 26 (just two days after the Reso- 
lution of 19th, published 24th inst was passed), 
paid Mr. Rowntree one year's Subscription to 
February next, for two Children 110 

1814, February 11, paid do. for self and Mrs. D. 

one year's ditto to ditto, for three Children . Ill 6 

1815, February 15, paid do. for do. one year's do. 

fordo, to 1816 1 11 6 

And, as before said, these several sums were actually paid 
by me in full, and were quite distinct from any charge for 
interest; the former being paid in advance, and the last retro- 
spectively, when actually due at the end of each year; so that 
it is impossible to mix one with the other (as the Quaker 
Managers very cunningly wish to do), unless for the purpose 
of mystification or unfair dealing. 

Now with respect to the payment of the 18/. advanced on 
loan to the Managing Committee on account of the Schools, I 
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collect from my books the following facU, which give indubi- 
table proof of the exact regularity with which I conducted 
this small affair, in the same precise order as I would always 
wish to observe in more important concerns. Immediately 
after the date of the Resolution of 19th, published 24th of 
February 1813, having previously agreed to advance 18/. on 
the terms and principle stated therein, to be paid interegt at 
my option (not at theirs^ as I have already stated), until its 
repa3rment should take place in whole or in part, and having 
also offered to pay the money to Mr. Rowntree, the treasurer, 
then, or whenever he chose to receive it, — I set aside from 
any other cash, and sealed up, the said 18/., expecting it 
might be called for any day. However, shortly afber, having 
been called up to London on private affairs, I left out the 
packet so sealed on Wednesday the 7th April, 1813, with 
proper directions about it. On that very day the late Rev. Mr. 
Bottomley favoured us with a pastoral visit, and upon parting 
he gave me a 61, Bank-note and a letter for a mutual friend 
in London, both which circumstances were briefly noted down 
at the time with other matters, so that there can be no doubt 
whatever about them;— it should be here observed that I 
had frequently offered to pay the money so agreed to be 
advanced, but Mr. Rowntree always declined or put off 
receiving it, by saying that there was one of the original 
proprietory shareholders (Mr. Thomas Tindall) who could 
not be persuaded to come into the terms proposed by and agreed 
upon with the others, and that as it was thought I had some 
acquaintance with him, it was particularly wished that I 
should use my best influence to induce him to accept the 18/. 
same as the others, and with additional interest, as he was 
very unwilling to be so considerable a loser, and would not 
sign the Deeds of Conveyance until he was satisfied. This 
refusal on his part caused some delay in the settlement with 
others, as the Deeds of Lease and Release bear date the 12th 
and 13th days of July, and the '* Resolution" was passed on 
the 19th, and published 24th February same year. 
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When I returned to Scarborough on the 7th of August 
following, I found matters in this unsettled state, and although 
the other proprietors had signed the Deeds, except Mr. Thomas 
Tindall, and Mr. Wellborn Keatley (which last being absent, 
could not be a party to it), and no one could induce the 
former of these to agree to the terms offered, and in con- 
sequence his name had been left out of the general attestation 
to the signatures of others, by the professional agents employed 
on the occasion — and the said Deeds were placed in my hands, 
and I was to endeavour to prevail with Mr. Thomas Tindall 
to accede to the general arrangement, and to sign them, 
with instructions that I should thereupon fill up on the back 
of the Deed the customary attestation, and get one of my ser- 
vants to witness the signing and executing in due form; 
accordingly I took the earliest opportunity of conversing calmly 
with Mr. Tindall on the subject, and recommended his receiving 
from Mr. Rowntree his quota of interest, due for two and 
half years (3Z. 15«.), as several others had done, and that 
I would pay him the 18Z. without further trouble or delay; 
and with much persuasion he at length took my advice ; as I 
find by a particular entry in my pocket-book of the 9th of 
August 1813, that both he and Mrs. Tindall called at my 
house, and having arranged the matter with him, I summoned 
my man servant John Wilkinson, and opening the packet 
which had been sealed up since February preceding, I paid 
Mr. Tindall the 18Z. which it contained, and wrote on the back 
of the Deed with my own hand the requisite attestations, as I 
had been instructed to do. Mr. Tindall executed the Deed; 
and the same was witnessed by the said John Wilkinson as 
** Signed, Sealed, and Delivered*' in his presence. This I may 
assure you, dear Sir, is a correct and perfect account of the 
whole transaction, and / must request your very particular 
attention to it, because before I shall have entirely finished 
these Letters, you will see how necessary it is to he kept in view, 
for the detecting and defeating the unfounded and unworthy 
attempts which have been made to mislead, inlnisrepresenting 
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this matter, by certain parties whose names and proceeding! 
will hereafter appear. Mr. Thomas Tindall, after thi% remo?ed 
to Hull, and was drowned in the Humber, many years ago. 
John Wilkinson lived two or three years in my service, and 
is also dead, but the receipts for his wages can be produced at 
any time to verify his handwriting. 

Upon a brief analysis of this Loan account with the Com- 
mittee of Managers, its particulars will be found as follows: 
viz. 

Lancasterian School Committee Scarborough. 

1813, February 24. To cash advanced on Loan, per 
agreement, and published resolution of this date 18 GO 

1814, February 24. To interest one year, to this 

day 18 

1815, February 24. To interest do. do. .0180 

£. 19 16 

Per Contra, 

Cr. £, s, d, 

1814, February. By cash received, one year's 
interest on ISL Loan from Mr. Rowntree to 

24th inst 18 

1815, February. By do. do. due 24th inst. 18 



1 16 

Balance due amount of Loan. 18 



£. 19 16 



To this Balance, brought down 18 

Add 27 year's interest,- from February 1815, to 

February 1842, at 18«. per annum .... 24 6 



£. 42 6 



due to G. D. Exclusive of other unavoidable expenses to some 
amount, which the transaction entailed on me. 
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From hence you may clearly perceive the mischief which 
even in a pecuniary point of view these vexatious doings have 
produced and perpetuated : which the President, Dr. Murray, 
in one of his Letters (vide History and Mystery, p. 37), 
supposes in his bland and charitable way, to have arisen from 
some "cross reading.'' If so, it is a "cross reading" entirely 
-with him and his party, as any one not blinded by prejudice, 
or something worse, may easily discover for himself. After 
all, the nioney amount, though not to be overlooked, is but a 
small part of the mischief in the catalogue of offences, and I 
much doubt whether the most public exposure of them will 
induce this Quaker party to confess and forsake their errors, 
as it is not usual or consistent with their notions of order or 
discipline to alter a course once entered upon, however unjust 
it may be to individuals. In short, they affect a species of 
infallibility f in principle as odious and oppressive as that of 
Rome itself ^ — whUe it has not the same prestige of antiquity and 
cdnsistency, 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



I 



LETTER VII. 



** It is in vain 
(I >ee) to argue 'gainst the grain j 
For when disputes are weary'd out, 
T is interest still resolves the doubt." 

*' Simplicity and lincerity are the grand arcana of human life." 



Dear Sir, 

It is really an irksome, I had almost said a sicken- 
ing task, to be necessarily occupied in tracing out, and ex- 
posing the obliquities, tergiversations, and endless evasions 
or equivocations of some uncandid and unreasonable persons, 
who with high professions of disinterestedness, and purify of 
morals in private life — yet by their public acts and conduct, 
evince a character very much at variance with either of these. 
StiU, however irksome and distressful it may be to the feelings 
of a rightly constituted mind, there are undoubtedly occasions 
when a decidedly upright and straightforward course must be 
taken with such persons, in order to develope, and as much as 
possible counteract, the injurious effects of their proceedings : 
a surgeon would but ill perform his task, if he neglected first 
to probe the wound he purposed to heal; or the husbandman 
who, having put his hand to the plough, looks back, loiters, or 
desists from his work, can hardly expect to bring anything to 
perfection. Such indecision, I believe, you, who have intimately 
known me for many years, will not readily allow to appertain 
to my character: whatever other faults I may have (and none 
are without them), certainly fickleness and inconstancy are 
not the prominent ones, still less duplicity, prevarication, or 
deceit. I think we have learned from the highest authority 
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that a ^^double-minded map is unstable in all his ways," and 
on this ground we may perhaps account for, though it cannot 
possibly excuse or justify, the vacillation and discreditable 
shuffling of my opponents, in this Scarborough Lancasterian 
School business — which I will still further endeavour to demon- 
strate to your satisfaction, I trust, in the continued prosecution 
of these Letters. 

I should hope, ere this, you will have observed with appro- 
bation, that on my part I have evinced and maintained a 
steady equanimity of temper, and great forbearance under 
multiplied and aggravated provocations, not alone from one or 
two prominent individuals, but from many subsidiary and 
subordinate officials — and of this I have shewn abundant 
proofs in the "History and Mystery," etc. throughout, and 
shall still have occasion to exhibit others hereafter following. 
"ITie History and Mystery," indeed, contains within itself 
every needful document and statement of facts upon which to 
form a just apprehension of the case, and which has hitherto 
remained without an answer ; nevertheless the secret machina- 
tions, or more open opposition of my Quaker foes, make these 
additional Letters very proper, and even necessary, as illustra- 
tive of their spirit of suspicious moderation, and assumed moral 
tone, which will be more evident if you carefully attend to the 
official correspondence which passed between me and Mr. 
Treasurer Stickney towards the end of the year 1841, in the 
expectation that at this time the usual Annual Meeting of the 
Lancasterian School Society would have been then shortly held 
at the Town Hall. However, owing to some concealed cause, 
but supposed to have arisen chiefly from the unsatisfactory 
state of the boys' school under one or two masters, who had 
previously held their office for short periods, but did not choose 
to stay over the General Meeting, the said meeting was post- 
poned until a new master could be had from the Normal School 
in London. It is gratifying here to observe that the girW 
school has been long conducted in the most efficient and useful 
manner, under a very competent matron, and with the con- 

F 
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aiiu j)ro{Ji;r lo iiiiuiw 
.lV »p<5n the subject of ccrta. 
v' pfTors which appeared on the face ot 

"' tn '" December 1810, and in many precc. 
^, ^nionstrating against them and similar inconsisu, 
h'ch concerned myself, and required correction, undz' 
^-fli^ancc of the President, and with tlie concurrence cf' 
Committee. It will be now right to give you a copy of! 
letter addressed to him in his official character, and 
pierely required a civil acknowledgment, either admittii?" 
refusing the desired satisfaction — or, after takino- the inj 
tions of the Committee previously upon it, to signify the 
to me in due course. 

' " Mr. Isaac Stickney, 
«* Treasurer of the Lancasterian Schools, etc. 

'•Scarborough, 16 December, 1841. 
" Sir, 

** In pursuance of my letter of protest, addressed to 
Dr. Murray, the President of the above Schools, dated 25th of 
January last,* and in accordance with the views and wishes of 
several respected friends, I take this opportunity — af^er the 
termination of the General and Municipal elections — and as 
the year is fast approaching to its close, to ask from you, as 
Treasurer of the Institution, some explanation of the grounds 
and motives upon which you thought fit to insert my name in 
the List of Subscriptions 'paid or aUowedf' at the credit side of 
* This letter, and the President's answer to it, will be given hereafter. 
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irevented my forwarding an earlier reply 
of 15th instant 
■tstand the case, Ae plain ' History" of 
* . ''* allude^ without any ' Mystery' or 

,^^ , '<Si, each towards the purchase uf 

-.edtoin '' oeiipied a* the Scarborough 

, lOO, !03, audsw^'-, "n of eitherreceiring interest 

,= 1 conceive, incoutroveniij"" 'ecmnmending children to 

■■-- "These several ei '' 

•" .-.edo 

.'■ -^ally calculated to deceive many^' '--. 'ra it exercised this 
.■.- ngenitoa device, to obscure and conce^-- - "B'^t fi"t chosen 
--and justice, ami can never be ii,ireii,ii„. ' - 
■-■ part, or meet the approval of lionust uj ^., lums iuternt 
any class or denomination, and atill lesa j^ ^ y , educatiim 
. you know I never cnuntenanced or ronnitej ^' -. haa now 
: which I consider clandestine and "ti warranted, w'V ^" "« 
misapplication of my individual interests or tlio» '''*», at a 
: having, as you are aware, an unsatisfied claim ^^' a 
Institution for my original advance of money in j^g, ' V 
accruing interest tliereon since tbe last direct paymem ^*'*' 
me in 1815, together with incidental charges and eip^ 
arising out of the necessary exemplification and proof o[ , * 
claim, aa I bave distinctly set forth in my aforesaid ' Hisw , 
published in November last year; not having at any tint* 
compromised my rightful claim hy the acceptance of any 
profiered ' option' of sendmg children to the Schools ' in liea 
ofirUerett,' and allhougli the number has been lately increased 
from two to three, yet if it were even enlarged still more, 
would be no inducement with me, as opposed to the principle 
of injustice attempted to be practised on myself and others. 

" I therefore give you this formal notice, in addition to my 
protest to Dr. Murray, in ordir that the same irregularity may 
not appear in your neit annual accounts, but withdrawing my 
name a« a mbteriber, and othDrwiie rectifying your account 
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tinual supervision and care of a Ladies' Committee; but the 
boys* school had on various accounts fallen into sad disorder, 
and consequent disrepute, and required material improvement^ 
under the discipline and experience of a vigilapt and weH 
qualified master, and such it is hoped and believed may now 
have been, at last, obtained. 

Now, in the prospect of such General Meeting, I considered 
it essentially right and proper to address a letter to Mr. Trea- 
surer Stickncy upon the subject of certain irregularities and 
manifest errors which appeared on the face of his statement of 
accounts, in December 1840, and in many preceding ones, 
and remonstrating against them and similar inconsistencies 
which concerned myself, and required correction, under the 
cognizance of the President, and with the concurrence of the 
Committee. It will be now right to give you a copy of my 
letter addressed to him in his official character, and which 
merely required a civil acknowledgment, either admitting or 
refusing the desired satisfaction — or, after taking the instruc- 
tions of the Committee previously upon it, to signify the same 
to me in due course. 

* "Mr. Isaac Sticknet, 
" Treasurer of the Lancasterian Schools, etc. 

*• Scarborough, 16 December, 1841. 

" Sir, 

" In pursuance of my letter of protest, addressed to 
Dr. Murray, the President of the above Schools, dated 25th of 
January last,* and in accordance with the views and wishes of 
several respected friends, I take this opportunity — after the 
termination of the General and Municipal elections — and as 
the year is fast approaching to its close, to ask from you, as 
Treasurer of the institution, some explanation of the grounds 
and motives upon which you thought fit to insert my name in 
the List of Subscriptions * paid or allowed,' at the credit side of 
* This letter, and the President'i answer to it, will be given hereafter. 
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ihe last year's account, whereas you are well aware I was not 
a Subscriber, and that the same never was *paid or allowed * by 
ine — at the same time charging on the debit side the * interest 
due * for one 3^ear on the principal sum^ advanced and paid by 
me agreeable to the * Resolution of a General Meeting, holden 
the 19th of February 1813, Mr. John Botvntree in the chair,' 
as quoted and referred to in my * History and Mystery of the 
Schools,' pp. 100, 103, and which still remains uncontroverted, 
and as I conceive, incontrovertible. 

" These several entries appear to myself and others to pro- 
ceed on false assumptions and erroneous statements of facts, 
really calculated to deceive many, by operating as a sort of 
ingenious device, to obscure and conceal the claims of truth 
and justice, and can never be unresistingly admitted on my 
part, or meet the approval of honest and candid persons of 
any class or denomination, and still less so of yours; in fact, 
you know I never countenanced or connived at a procedure 
which I consider clandestine and unwarranted, nor at such a 
misapplication of my individual interests or those of others ; 
having, as you are aware, an unsatisfied claim upon the 
Institution for my original advance of money in 1813, with 
accruing interest thereon since the last direct payment of it to 
me in 1815, together with incidental charges and expenses 
arising out of the necessary exemplification and proof of such 
claim, as I have distinctly set forth in my aforesaid 'History,' 
published in November last year; not having at any time 
compromised my rightful claim by the acceptance of any 
proffered ' option* of sending children to the Schools * in lieu 
ofinterestf' and although the number has been lately increased 
from two to three, yet if it were even enlarged still more, 
would be no inducement with me, as opposed to the principle 
of injustice attempted to be practised on myself and others. 

" I therefore give you this formal notice, in addition to my 
protest to Dr. Murray, in order that the same irregularity may 
not appear in your next annual accounts, but withdrawing my 
name as a subscriber, and otherwise rectifying your account 
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current, bo as to correspond with truth and equity, in order td 
prevent additional trouble on this head to all parties. 

^* I request your early reply for my government ; and am, 

" Sir, yours faithfully, 

" George Daties/' 

Now, my dear Sir, observe, I pray you, the effect of this 
business-like Letter upon the meek and courteous temper of this 
high-minded belligerent Quaker Treasurer; knowing, as he 
did, that every assertion made in my Letter was strictly true 
and well supported by facts, and yet prodigiously indignant at 
meeting with so correct and cutting an exposure of his clever 
performances, — I say hts, because it does not appear that be 
submissively applied for instructions from the Committee, and 
grounded his Letter thereupon; but, elated with official self- 
complacency, as the irresponsible agent in this affair, and the 
Treasurer's accounts not being attested by, or even submitted 
to any special auditors (as is universally the case elsewhere), 
he naturally felt some mortification and displeasure at the 
receipt of so unexpected a rebuke, and therefore took good 
care to " shape his language" accordingly, professedly origi- 
nating with himself, but no doubt acting in concert with 
Mr. Vice-President Rowntree, and the virtual Secretary, 
William Rowntree, with perhaps two or three other Quakers, 
and based altogether on their own predetermined notions, much- 
vaunted "Resolution,** and unfounded affirmations, known 
and proved to be such, yet again repeated and re-asserted with 
the same bold unblushing assurance and confident self-impoi^ 
tance, as if they really could prove them to be true, whereas 
they well know they have been again and again proved to be 
otherwise. 

The following is a correct copy of Mr. Treasurer Stickney's 
Letter, in reply to the foregoing; viz. — [The numbers attached 
to each paragraph, refer to the comments and remarks which 
will be given to every article of it in future Letters]. 

1. "Although * the elections* are happily over, many pressing 
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engagements have prevented my forwarding an earlier reply 
to G. Davies's Letter of 15th instant. 

2. "As far as I understand the case, the plain * History* of 
the transaction to which he alludes, without any * Mystery' or 
mystification, is this : — 

3. " The parties who paid 18/. each towards the purchase of 
the buildings and premises occupied as the Scarborough 
Lancasterian Schools, had the option of either receiving interest 
for their money, or the privilege of recommending children to 
the Schools in lieu of it. 

4. " George Davies and I think all the other shareholders 
chose the latter ; and for a number of years he exercised this 
privilege of sending children, in virtue of the right first chosen 
and then claimed by him. 

5. " By what rule, therefore, of equity, he now claims interest 
for his money from the year 1813, in addition to the education 
of the children thus recommended, or what right he has now 
to turn round and say ' I have changed my mind ; I will no 
longer send children; give me my money;' I am quite at a 
loss to imagine. It does indeed seem strange to me, that a 
man of his prudence and business habits, supposmg such a 
claim to be well founded, should let it lay dormant for twenty 
years! and I am sure it would betray an irregularity and 
neglect of his pecuniar}' interests, which none of those who 
know him will ever suspect him of. 

6. " To proceed, however, to the principal business in hand : 
— When I have next to make out a statement, I may possibly 
put it into a different form, although I have no hope of pleasing 
G. Davies in the matter ; and if anything would have prevented 
my doing it, it would be the threat which his Letter contains ; 
for as I trust no promise or persuasion would induce me to 
publish anything which did not ' correspond with truth and 
equity,' on the other hand, no threat of legal proceedings on 
his part, will ever induce me to swerve from what I believe to 
be right. 

7. " Granting for a moment that the Committee and a large 
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current, sa as to correspond with truth and equity, in order to 
prevent additional trouble on this head to all parties. 

** I request your early reply for my government ; and am, 

" Sir, yours faithfully, 

" George Davies." 

Now, my dear Sir, observe, I pray you, the effect of this 
business-like Letter upon the meek and courteous temper of this 
high-minded belligerent Quaker Treasurer; knowing, as he 
did, that every assertion made in my Letter was strictly true 
and well supported by facts, and yet prodigiously indignant at 
meeting with so correct and cutting an exposure of his clever 
performances, — I say his, because it does not appear that be 
submissively applied for instructions from the Committee, and 
grounded his Letter thereupon ; but, elated with official self- 
complacency, as the irresponsible agent in this affair, and the 
Treasurer's accounts not being attested by, or even submitted 
to any special auditors (as is universally the case elsewhere), 
he naturally felt some mortification and displeasure at the 
receipt of so unexpected a rebuke, and therefore took good 
care to " shape his language" accordingly, professedly origi- 
nating with himself, but no doubt acting in concert with 
Mr. Vice-President Rowntree, and the virtual Secretary, 
William Rowntree, with perhaps two or three other Quakers, 
and based altogether on their own predetermined notions, much- 
vaunted "Resolution,** and unfounded affirmations, known 
and proved to be such, yet again repeated and re-asserted with 
the same bold unblushing assurance and confident self-impor^ 
tance, as if they really could prove them to be true, whereas 
they well know they have been again and again proved to be 
otherwise. 

The following is a correct copy of Mr. Treasurer Stickney's 
Letter, in reply to the foregoing; viz. — [The numbers attached 
to each paragraph, refer to the comments and remarks which 
will be given to every article of it in future Letters]. 

1. "Although * the elections* are happily over, many pressing 
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engagements have prevented my forwarding an earlier reply 
to G. Davies's Letter of 15th instant. 

2. "As far as I understand the case, the plain * History' of 
the transaction to which he alludes, without any * Mystery' or 
mystification, is this : — 

3. " The parties who paid 1 8/. each towards the purchase of 
the buildings and premises occupied as the Scarborough 
Lancasterian Schools, had the option of either receiving interest 
for their money, or the privilege of recommending children to 
the Schools in lieu of it. 

4. *^ George Davies and I think all the other shareholders 
chose the latter ; and for a number of years he exercised this 
privilege of sending children, in virtue of the right first chosen 
and then claimed by him. 

5. " By what rule, therefore, of equity, he now claims interest 
for his money from the year 1813, 271 addition to the education 
of the children thus recommended, or what right he has now 
to turn round and say ' I have changed my mind ; I will no 
longer send children; give me my money;' I am quite at a 
loss to imagine. It does indeed seem strange to me, that a 
man of his prudence and business habits, supposing such a 
claim to be well founded, should let it lay dormant for twenty 
years! and I am sure it would betray an irregularity and 
neglect of his pecuniary interests, which none of those who 
know him will ever suspect him of. 

6. " To proceed, however, to the principal business in hand : 
— When I have next to make out a statement, I may possibly 
put it into a different form, although I have no hope of pleasing 
G. Davies in the matter ; and if anything would have prevented 
my doing it, it would be the threat which his Letter contains ; 
for as I trust no promise or persuasion would induce me to 
publish anything which did not ' correspond with truth and 
equity,' on the other hand, no threat of legal proceedings on 
his part, will ever induce me to swerve from what I believe to 
be right. 

7. *' Granting for a moment that the Committee and a large 
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and open meeting of Subscribers and otberis, were all of them 
mistaken, and that he and his ' respected friends ' are rights 
(but who those respected friends are, and in what terra mcogmta 
they may dweU, I cannot tell ; bat I have nerer yet had the 
pleasure of meeting with one of them). 

8. ** I would submit to him whether this ' seizing by the 
throat/ with a *pay me what thou owest,** particularly when 
addressed to those who conscientiously believe they owe him 
nothing, becomes an aged Christian professor like himself — or 
his conduct on this and many other subjects. 

9. " Which has often strongly reminded me of a character 
in the age of the Commonwealth, of whom a waggish writer 
says, * If left alone in the world, John would have fallen out 
with Lilburne, and Lilburne with John." 

" I remain bis friend and well-wisher, 

" Isaac Stickney. 
" West Mount, 12, 28—41. 

« G. Davies." 

* See Matthew xviii. 21— 35» which I wonld strongly recommend to 
G. Davies's attentive ar>d serioas perusal, particularly the last v«rse. 

Upon this curious and characteristic [>etter, I must reserve 
further remark till my next. 

I am, dear Sir, yours, etc., 

G. D. 



LETTER VIII. 



" Be cautious of those who in manner affect the innocency of 
the dove, whilst in conduct they display the cunning of the 
serpent; strip off the borrowed plumes, that they may no longer 
deceive themselves or others." 



Dear Sir, 

You may easily judge, from the tone and character 
of Mr. Quaker Treasurer's semi-official Letter, that its main 
object was to provoke an angry reply, which would have been 
gladly seized upon as a handle for further impertinence. But 
upon reflection I felt satisfied that if I immediately answered 
it according to its folly, I should not only have failed in 
convincing the writer of his error, and curing him of his 
self-conceit, — for as the poet justly remarks, 

"A man convinced against his will. 
Is of the same opinion still;" 

but in the vain attempt might have exposed myself to fresh 
attacks, and renewed provocation. 

There is a description of persons, to whom certain Quakers 
are hardly to be esteemed exceptions, who are always watching 
to take advantage of any intemperate or indiscreet language, 
which they nevertheless take quietly no small pains to excite 
in those opposed to them, as a matter of policy, either directly 
or by their emissaries and agents. They profess, indeed, 
great tenderness of conscience, and scruple to do any bodily 
harm to the persons of those whom they bitterly dislike, and 
desire to persecute; but they are not equally regardful of the 
good name and fair reputation of such (unless they happen 
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collect from my books the following facU^ which give indubi- 
table proof of the exact regularity with which I conducted 
this small affair, in the same precise order as T would alwayt 
wish to observe in more important concerns. Immediately 
after the date of the Resolution of 19th, published 24th of 
February 1813, having previously agreed to advance 18/. on 
the terms and principle stated therein, to be paid interegt at 
my option (not at theirs^ as I have already stated), until its 
repayment should take place in whole or in part, and having 
also offered to pay the money to Mr. Rowntree, the treasurer, 
then, or whenever he chose to receive it, — I set aside from 
any other cash, and sealed up, the said 18/., expecting it 
might be called for any day. However, shortly after, having 
been called up to London on private affairs, I left out the 
packet so sealed on Wednesday the 7th April, 1813, with 
proper directions about it. On that very day the late Rev. Mr. 
Bottomley favoured us with a pastoral visit, and upon parting 
he gave me a 5/. Bank-note and a letter for a mutual friend 
in London, both which circumstances were briefly noted down 
at the time with other matters, so that there can be no doubt 
whatever about them; — it should be here observed that 1 
had frequently ofiered to pay the money so agreed to be 
advanced, but Mr. Rowntree always declined or put off 
receiving it, by saying that there was one of the original 
proprietory shareholders (Mr. Thomas Tindall) who could 
not be persuaded to come into the terms proposed by and agreed 
upon with the others, and that as it was thought I had some 
acquaintance with him, it was particularly wished that I 
should use my best influence to induce him to accept the 18/. 
same as the others, and with additional interest, as he was 
very unwilling to be so considerable a loser, and would not 
sign the Deeds of Conveyance until he was satisfied. This 
refusal on his part caused some delay in the settlement with 
others, as the Deeds of Lease and Release bear date the 12th 
and 13th days of July, and the '^Resolution" was passed on 
the 19th, and published 24th February same year. 
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When I returned to Scarborough on the 7th of August 
following, I found matters in this unsettled state, and although 
the other proprietors had signed the Deeds, except Mr. Thomas 
Tindall, and Mr. Wellborn Keatley (which last being absent, 
could not be a party to it), and no one could induce the 
former of these to agree to the terms offered, and in con- 
sequence his name had been left out of the general attestation 
to the signatures of others, by the professional agents employed 
on the occasion — and the said Deeds were placed in my hands, 
and I was to endeavour to prevail with Mr. Thomas Tindall 
to accede to the general arrangement, and to sign them, 
with instructions that I should thereupon fill up on the back 
of the Deed the customary attestation, and get one of my ser- 
vants to witness the signing and executing in due form; 
accordingly I took the earliest opportunity of conversing calmly 
with Mr. Tindall on the subject, and recommended his receiving 
from Mr. Rowntree his quota of interest^ due for two and 
half years (3/. 15«.), as several others had done, and that 
I would pay him the 18/. without further trouble or delay; 
and with much persuasion he at length took my advice; as I 
find by a particular entry in my pocket-book of the 9th of 
August 1813, that both he and Mrs. Tindall called at my 
house, and having arranged the matter with him, I summoned 
my man servant John Wilkinson, and opening the packet 
which had been sealed up since February preceding, I paid 
Mr. Tindall the 18/. which it contained, and wrote on the back 
of the Deed with my own hand the requisite attestations, as 1 
had been instructed to do. Mr. Tindall executed the Deed; 
and the same was witnessed by the said John Wilkinson as 
'* Signed, Sealed, and Delivered*' in his presence. This I may 
assure you, dear Sir, is a correct and perfect account of the 
whole transaction, and / must request your very particular 
attention to it, because before I shall have entirely finished 
these Letters, you will see how necessary it is to be kept in view, 
for the detecting and defeating the unfounded and unworthy 
attempts which have been made to mislead, in^isrepresenting 
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this matter, by certain parties whose names and proceedingi 
will hereafter appear. Mr. Thomas Tindall, after this, removed 
to Hull, and was drowned in the Humber, many years ago. 
John Wilkinson lived two or three years in my service, asd 
is also dead, but the receipts for his wages can be produced at 
any time to verify his handwriting. 

Upon a brief analysis of this Loan account with the Con- 
mittee of Managers, its particulars will be found as follows: 
viz. 

Lancasterian School Committee Scarborough, 

1813, February 24. To cash advanced on Loan, per 
agreement, and published resolution of this date 18 GO 

1814, February 24. To interest one year, to this 

day 18 

1815, February 24. To interest do. do. .0180 

£. 19 16 

Per Contra, 

Cr. £. s. d. 

1814, February. By cash received, one year's 
interest on ISl. Loan from Mr. Rowntree to 

24th inst 18 

1815, February. By do. do. due 24th inst. 18 

1 16 

Balance due amount of Loan. 18 



£. 19 16 



£. «• d. 

To this Balance, brought down 18 

Add 27 year's interest,- from February 1815, to 

February 1842, at 18^. per annum .... 24 6 



£. 42 6 



due to G. D. Exclusive of other unavoidable expenses to some 
amount, which the transaction entailed on me. 
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From hence you may clearly perceive the mischief which 
even in a pecuniary point of view these vexatious doings have 
produced and perpetuated : which the President, Dr. Murray, 
in one of his Letters (vide History and Mystery, p. 37), 
supposes in his hiand and charitable way, to have arisen from 
some " cross reading.** If so, it is a " cross reading" entirely 
-with him and his party, as any one not blinded by prejudice, 
or something worse, may easily discover for himself. After 
all, the nioney amount, though not to be overlooked, is but a 
small part of the mischief in the catalogue of offences, and I 
much doubt whether the most public exposure of them will 
induce this Quaker party to confess and forsake their errors, 
as it is not usual or consistent with their notions of order or 
discipline to alter a course once entered upon, however unjust 
it may be to individuals. In short, they affect a species of 
infallibiUtyy in principle as odious and oppressive as that of 
Rome itself — while it has not the same prestige of antiquity and 
consistency, 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER VII. 



" It U in Ttia 
( I see) to argne 'gainst the grain ; 
For when disputes are weary'd oat, 
T is interest still resolves the doobt." 

'* Simplicity and sincerity are the grand arcana of hom«n life." 



Dbar Sir, 

It is really an irksome, I had almost said a sickoi- 
ing task, to be necessarily occupied in tracing out, and ex- 
posing the obliquities, tergiversations, and endless evasions 
or equivocations of some uncandid and unreasonable persons, 
who with high professions of disinterestedness, and purity of 
morals in private life — yet by their public acts and conduct, 
evince a character very much at variance with either of these. 
Still, however irksome and distressful it may be to the feelings 
of a rightly constituted mind, there are undoubtedly occasions 
when a decidedly upright and straightforward course must be 
taken with such persons, in order to develope, and as much as 
possible counteract, the injurious effects of their proceeding : 
a surgeon would but ill perform his task, if he neglected first 
to probe the wound he purposed to heal; or the husbandman 
who, having put his hand to the plough, looks back, loiters, or 
desists from his work, can hardly expect to bring anjrthing to 
perfection. Such indecision, I believe, you, who have intimately 
known me for many years, will not readily allow to appertain 
to my character: whatever other faults I may have (and none 
are without them), certainly fickleness and inconstancy are 
not the prominent ones, still less duplicity, prevarication, or 
deceit I think we have learned from the highest authority 
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that a ''double-minded mai^ is unstable in all his ways," and 
on this ground we may perhaps account for, though it cannot 
possibly excuse or justify, the vacillation and discreditable 
shuffling of my opponents, in this Scarborough Lancasterian 
School business — which I will still further endeavour to demon- 
strate to your satisfaction, I trust, in the continued prosecution 
of these Letters. 

I should hope, ere this, you will have observed with appro- 
bation, that on my part I have evinced and maintained a 
steady equanimity of temper, and great forbearance under 
multiplied and aggravated provocations, not alone from one or 
two prominent individuals, but from many subsidiary and 
subordinate officials — and of this I have shewn abundant 
proofs in the " History and Mystery," etc. throughout, and 
shall still have occasion to exhibit others hereafter following. 
"The History and Mystery," indeed, contains within itself 
every needful document and statement of facts upon which to 
form a just apprehension of the case, and which has hitherto 
remained without an answer; nevertheless the secret machina- 
tions, or more open opposition of my Quaker foes, make these 
additional Letters very proper, and even necessary, as illustra- 
tive of their spirit of suspicious moderation, and assumed moral 
tone, which will be more evident if you carefully attend to the 
official correspondence which passed between me and Mr. 
Treasurer Stickney towards the end of the year 1841, in the 
expectation that at this time the usual Annual Meeting of the 
Lancasterian School Society would have been then shortly held 
at the Town Hall. However, owing to some concealed cause, 
but supposed to have arisen chiefly from the unsatisfactory 
state of the boys' school under one or two masters, who had 
previously held their office for short periods, but did not choose 
to stay over the General Meeting, the said meeting was post- 
poned until a new master could be had from the Normal School 
in London. It is gratifying here to observe that the girU 
school has been long conducted in the most efficient and useful 
manner, under a very competent matron, and with the con- 
's 
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tinual supervision and care of a Ladies' Committee; botthe 
boyt' school bad on various accounts fallen into sad disorder, 
and consequent disrepute, and required material improremen^ 
under the discipline and experience of a vigilafit and wefl 
qualified master, and such it is hoped and believed may now 
have been, at last, obtained. 

Now, in the prospect of such General Meeting, I considered 
it essentially right and proper to address a letter to Mr. Tret- 
surer Stickncy upon the subject of certain irregularities and 
manifest errors which appeared on the face of his statement of 
accounts, in December 1840, and in many preceding ones, 
and remonstrating against them and similar inconsistencies 
which concerned myself, and required correction, under the 
cognizance of the President, and with the concurrence of the 
Committee. It will be now right to give you a copy of my 
letter addressed to him in his official character, and which 
merely required a civil acknowledgment, either admitting or 
refusing the desired satisfaction — or, after taking the instruc- 
tions of the Committee previously upon it, to signify the same 
to me in due course. 

» " Mr. Isaac Stickney, 
** Treasurer of the Lancasterian Schools, etc. 

'•Scarborough, 16 December, 1841. 

" Sir, 

*' In pursuance of my letter of protest, addressed to 
Dr. Murray, the President of the above Schools, dated 25th of 
January last,* and in accordance with the views and wishes of 
several respected friends, I take this opportunity — after the 
termination of the General and Municipal elections — and as 
the year is fast approaching to its close, to ask from you, as 
Treasurer of the institution, some explanation of the grounds 
and motives upon which you thought fit to insert my name in 
the List of Subscriptions 'paid or allowed^ at the credit side of 
* This letter, and the President's answer to it, will be given hereafter. 
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the last year's account, whereas you are well aware I was not 
a Subscriber, and that the same never was *paid or allowed ' by 
me — at the same time charging on the debit side the * interest 
due * for one j'ear on the principal sum, advanced and paid by 
me agreeable to the * Resolution of a General Meeting, holden 
the 19th of February 1813, Mr. John Rowntree in the chair,* 
as quoted and referred to in my * History and Mystery of the 
Schools/ pp. 100, 103, and which still remains uncontroverted, 
and as I conceive, incontrovertible. 

" These several entries appear to myself and others to pro- 
ceed on false assumptions and erroneous statements of facts, 
really calculated to deceive many, by operating as a sort of 
ingenious device, to obscure and conceal the claims of truth 
and justice, and can never be unresistingly admitted on my 
part, or meet the approval of honest and candid persons of 
any class or denomination, and still less so of yours; in fact, 
you know I never countenanced or connived at a procedure 
which I consider clandestine and unwarranted, nor at such a 
misapplication of my individual interests or those of others ; 
having, as you aire aware, an unsatisfied claim upon the 
Institution for my original advance of money in 1813, with 
accruing interest thereon since the last direct payment of it to 
me in 1815, together with incidental charges and expenses 
arising out of the necessary exemplification and proof of such 
claim, as I have distinctly set forth in my aforesaid 'History,' 
published in November last year; not having at any time 
compromised my rightful claim by the acceptance of any 
proffered ' option' of sending children to the Schools ' in lieu 
of interest,* and although the number has been lately increased 
from two to three, yet if it were even enlarged still more, 
would be no inducement with me, as opposed to the principle 
of injustice attempted to be practised on myself and others. 

" I therefore give you this formal notice, in addition to my 
protest to Dr. Murray, in order that the same irregularity may 
not appear in your next annual accounts, but withdrawing my 
name as a subscriber, and otherwise rectifying your account 
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current, so 88 to correspond with truth and e^ity, in order to 
prevent additional trouble on this head to all parties. 

** I request your early reply for ray goTemment ; and am, 

" Sir, yours faithfully, 

^ George Datibs." 

Now, my dear Sir, observe, I pray you, the efiect of this 
business-like Letter upon the meek and conrteous temper of this 
high-minded belligerent Quaker Treasurer ; knowing, as he 
did, that every assertion made in my Letter was stricUy tnie 
and well supported by facts, and yet prodigiously indignant at 
meeting with so correct and cutting an exposure of his clever 
performances, — I say his, because it does not appear that be 
submissively applied for instructions from the Committee, and 
grounded his Letter thereupon; but, elated with official self- 
complacency, as the irresponsible agent in this afiair, and the 
Treasurer's accounts not being attested by, or even submitted 
to any special auditors (as is universally the case elsewhere), 
he naturally felt some mortification and displeasure at the 
receipt of so unexpected a rebuke, and therefore took good 
care to " shape his language'' accordingly, professedly origi- 
nating with himself, but no doubt acting in concert with 
Mr. Vice-President Rowntree, and the virtual Secretary, 
William Rowntree, with perhaps two or three other Quakers^ 
and based altogether on their own predetermined notions, much- 
vaunted "Resolution," and unfounded affirmations, known 
and proved to be such, yet again repeated and re-asserted with 
the same bold unblushing assurance and confident self-impor- 
tance, as if they really could prove them to be true, whereas 
they well know they have been again and again proved to be 
otherwise. 

The following is a correct copy of Mr. Treasurer Stickney's 
Letter, in reply to the foregoing ; viz. — [The numbers attached 
to each paragraph, refer to the comments and remarks which 
will be given to every article of it in future Letters]. 

1. "Although ' the elections' are happily over, many pressing 
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engagements have prevented my forwarding an earlier reply 
to G. Davies's Letter of 15th instant 

2. ''As far as I understand the case, the plain * History' of 
the transaction to which he alludes, without any ' Mystery' or 
mystification, is this : — 

3. " The parties who paid 1 8/. each towards the purchase of 
the buildings and premises occupied as the Scarborough 
Lancasterian Schools, had the option of either receiving interest 
for their money, or the privilege of recommending children to 
the Schools in lieu of it. 

4. " George Davies and I think all the other shareholders 
chose the latter ; and for a number of years he exercised this 
privilege of sending children, in virtue of the right first chosen 
and then claimed by him. 

5. "By what rule, therefore, of equity, he now claims interest 
for his money from the year 1813, in addition to the education 
of the children thus recommended, or what right he has now 
to turn round and say ' I have changed my mind ; I will no 
longer send children; give me my money;' I am quite at a 
loss to imagine. It does indeed seem strange to me, that a 
man of his prudence and business habits, supposing such a 
claim to be well founded, should let it lay dormant for twenty 
years! and I am sure it would betray an irregularity and 
neglect of his pecuniary interests, which none of those who 
know him will ever suspect him of. 

6. " To proceed, however, to the principal business in hand : 
— When I have next to make out a statement, I may possibly 
put it into a different form, although I have no hope of pleasing 
G. Davies in the matter ; and if anything would have prevented 
my doing it, it would be the threat which his Letter contains ; 
for as I trust no promise or persuasion would induce me to 
publish anything which did not * correspond with truth and 
equity,' on the other hand, no threat of legal proceedings on 
his part, will ever induce me to swerve from what I believe to 
be right. 

7. " Granting for a moment that the Committee and a large 
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and open meeting of Subscribers and otbeiis, were all of then 
mistaken, and that be and his ' respected friends ' are right, 
(but who those respected friends are, and in what terra incogniia 
tliey may dwell, I cannot tell ; bat I have never yet bad the 
pleasure of meeting with one of them). 

8. " I would submit to him whether tbis ' seizing by the 
throat/ with a 'pay me what thou owest/* particularly wfaeo 
addressed to those who conscientiously believe thej owe him 
nothing, becomes an aged Christian professor like himself— or 
his conduct on this and many other subjects. 

9. " Which has often strongly reminded me of a character 
in the age of the Commonwealth, of whom a waggish writer 
says, * If left alone in the world, John would have fallen out 
with Lilburne, and Lilburne with John/ 

" I remain his friend and well-wisher, 

" Isaac Stickney. 
" West Mount, 12, 28—41. 

" G. Davies." 

* See Matthew xviii. 21—35, whieh I woald strongly recommend t0 
G. Davies's attentive and sertoas perusal, particularly the last verse. 

Upon this curious and characteristic Letter, I must reserve 
further remark till my next. 

I am, dear Sir, yours, etc., 

G. D. 



LETTER Vlir. 



" Be cautious of those who in manner affect the innocency tff 
the dove, whilst in conduct they display the cunning of the 
serpent; strip off the borrowed plumes, that they inay no longer 
deceive themselves or others/' 



Dear Sir, 

You may easily judge, from the tone and character 
of Mr. Quaker Treasurer's semi-official Letter, that its main 
object was to provoke an angry reply, which would have been 
gladly seized upon as a handle for further impertinence. But 
upon rejSection I felt satisfied that if I immediately answered 
it according to its folly, I should not only have failed in 
convincing the writer of his error, and curing him of his 
self-conceit, — for as the poet justly remarks, 

"A man convinced against his will. 
Is of the same opinion still;" 

but in the vain attempt might have exposed myself to fresh 
attacks, and renewed provocation. 

There is a description of persons, to whom certain Quakers 
are hardly to be esteemed exceptions, who are always watching 
to take advantage of any intemperate or indiscreet language, 
which they nevertheless take quietly no small pains to excite 
in those opposed to them, as a matter of policy, either directly 
or by their emissaries and agents. They profess, indeed, 
great tenderness of conscience, and scruple to do any bodily 
h^rm to the persons of those whom they bitterly dislike, and 
desire to persecute; but they are not equally regardful of the 
good name and fair reputation of such (unless they happen 
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to belong to their particular Society or immediate connexion) 
as may have inadvertently, perhaps innocently, given them 
ofTence. They may not indeed hurt or hunt them down as mad 
dogs, but they only throw out a significant *^ Beware ofhimV^ 

Upon the whole therefore I thought it best to disappoint oar 
Scarborough Quaker Treasurer, and those of his kidney, by 
waiting awhile, in order to see what might further transpire 
either before or at the expected General Annual Meeting iu 
December last (1841), which I since find has been unusually 
procrastinated by the want of a proper master to fill the place 
of others who had successively left the School rather abruptly, 
and, as I suspect, not without evident dissatisfaction on their 
parts. 

Now, upon a dispassionate review of Mr. Treasurer's 
doughty Letter, I think I cannot dispose of it better than by 
taking it to pieces, and answering it, paragraph by paragraph; 
and as it may save trouble, I need only refer to the marginal 
numbers affixed to each paragraph of the Letter, and then 
reply to them categorically, as was before observed in the 
case of the famous *^ Resolution ** which the zealous Quaker 
Secretar}', W. Rowntree, had some time ago wished to palm 
upon me and the public, and a full account of which you may 
find inserted in "The History and Mystery," &c., pp. 9 to 14. 

1. ''Although the Elections are happily over," etc. 

Here be pleased to observe the abrupt and discourteous 
opening of this singular epistle. "The Friends," you know, 
are concise, but very correct in their expressions of civility, 
and equally exact in the observance of them. I have long 
had, and still have, the honour and happiness of corresponding 
with some of the most distinguished members of the Friends 
Society in divers places, and have in every instance, I 
believe, been addressed as **Esteemed Friend,** or '^Respected 
Friend;" but our Scarborough Quaker Treasurer, you find, 
uses these terms only on certain occasions and with certain 
persons, just as he may happen to like or dislike, or as it may 
chance to suit his own petty purposes. " The Elections are 
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happily over" Yes, as regards the municipal ones; the return 
of their Chief Magistrate for a second year, and the re-election 
of a few Quaker Members as Town Councillors, might warrant 
the writer to say this. But with respect to the important 
issue of the General Election, and the disappointed hopes of 
their favourite Candidate, I must confess this appears to me 
one of the most heartless and ungrateful affronts that could 
possibly be offered to the honourable and gallant officer, who, 
at their express invitation, and with their assurance of effectual 
support, ventured to put himself in their hands, and found, 
when too late, that they could not carry him through the 
trying contest successfully. 

2. " As far as I understand the case," etc. 

How obscure the slippery, sliding foundation of the wary 
Treasurer's further remarks! This introduction and the in- 
ferences drawn from it, afford a fair specimen of the peculiar 
art of "shaping their langtiage" to which I have alluded, — it 
proves nothing, because it asserts nothing ; but with certain 
superficial, weak-minded persons, it has a temporary effect, 
which is aU they intend or care about. " As far as I under- 
stand," that is enough for their present purpose ; but as to any 
authorities or proofs, or any exhibition of "original docu- 
ments," which had been so long ago pompously promised — 
and confidently appealed to as in their possession, they are 
now quite dumb foundered; they are still kept back, and cannot 
be found; and instead of these, we are iqvited and expected to 
take the bare word, or bold assumptions of this crafty Quaker 
Treasurer, and to accept of them all as undoubted /ac^«, "true 
as Holy Writ," only because " as far as he understands the 
case," it is so and so; and this with as much sangfroid as if 
each and all of his assumed and untenable positions had not 
been already anticipated, and refuted upon the clearest evidence 
in the " History and Mystery " of these Schools; nothing of 
which, however, will he condescend to notice, much less 
attempt to answer ; but in lieu of it, obtrudes his own vain 
and presumptuous opinions and unfounded assertions, and 
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preposterously (yet not inconsistently with his slippery projects) 
demands their previous admission, truly ! as the basis of his 
sliding, unstable hypothesis ; well knowing at the same time, 
that if his premises are unfounded in fact, his conclusions 
roust necessarily involve him, and all who put any confidence 
in him, in a labyrinth of errors, absurdities and injustice. Why 
else conceal the plain fact, that the Lancasterian School build- 
ings have been from the very first designed and dedicated to 
the public as their property, and not that of private individuals 
or adventurers, or of any imaginary, non-existent Company of 
Shareholders ; and assuredly not of such as, having in due form 
been appointed Trustees, and executed and published a special 
Deed of Declaration of such Trusts, and which still exists in 
the hands of Mr. (V. P.) John Rowntree, the colleague and 
brother Friend of this same Quaker Treasurer, I. Stickney, 
not one word of which is, however, mentioned or referred to 
in this letter, for reasons sufficiently obvious to make further 
remark needless. Vide *' History and Mystery," pp. 100, 104. 

3 " The parties who paid 18/. each towards the building, etc. 
had the option of either receiving interest for their money, or 
the privilege of recommending children to the schools in lieu 
of it," etc. 

This is a tardy and forced admission of the undeniable fact, 
that this option was the inducement originally proposed and 
held out to the contributors for their choice, upon their advance 
of the money so indispensably necessary; now if you will 
please turn to the " History and Mystery," pp. 7, 8, you will 
there find the absurd '^ Resolution" promulgated by the Wrtual 
secretary, W. Rowntree, in which a doctrine directly opposed 
to the above is broached and maintained as the '^ Unanimous 
opinion of the Committee, after examination and consideration 
of the Original Documents relative to the Institution on its 
present footing, that no expectation of money interest was at 
that time held out," etc. But at p. 11, and also pp. 102,3, 
of the ** History and Mystery," (to which I am obliged to 
refer so often, and adhere to as a Text Book never yet Con- 
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futed), you may see this last unqualified assertion is proved to 
be *^ utterly groundless " etc., and I may very safely leave the 
Committee and their Treasurer, to settle these variations and 
discrepancies between them as they best can. Furthermore, 
the pretended " Resolution" goes on to assert **thatMr. Davies, 
as well as others, invested their money entirely on charitable and 
benevolent grounds," etc. This assertion is in like manner 
fairly met, explained and refuted, at p. 11, and that so palpably 
and completely that there was no escape from the obvious 
con\'iction, that the whole tenor and scope of the said supposed 
" Resolution" was exactly as I have stated in the introductory 
address of the ** Histor}'," etc. to the Mayor and Magistrates 
of the Borough of Scarborough, in which I aver that it origi- 
nated with and was concocted " by a party of Friends in the 
Committee, acting very craftily but effectively upon the mis- 
information and feelings of others, and who with a plausible 
appearance of primitive purity of principle and practice, have 
nevertheless put forth, in their congregate (not corporate) 
capacity, what I submit will be found to be insidious asper- 
sions, sophistical inconsistencies, and even positive untruths, 
affecting the character and interests of myself and others, 
which in their individual station, I am sure they would be 
afraid or ashamed to avow or repeat/' etc. And now at length 
Mr. Treasurer Stickney comes forward in his individual cha^ 
racier to make the seeming amende honorable for himself at 
least, but not as the acknowledged representative of the Com- 
mittee, who passed the unfounded " Resolution," and who, in 
accordance with the usual etiquette of a Quaker assembly, can 
hardly ever be induced or expected to rescind or retract any 
thing they have once deliberately adopted or said ; and in this 
his isolated condition, in effect gives the lie to the public act of 
his company^ not without some feeling, it is to be hoped, of 
secret compunction or rather unwilling appearance of it, since 
it is more than likely, and is indeed generally believed now, 
to have been the production of and dictated and advised by 
himself, with the aid of Mr. (V. P.) Rowntree, and the virtual 
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secretary W. Rowntree conjointly — and which they hare 
since discovered is **too bad" to be believed. Yet it was at 
first given out as tbe supposed fabrication of Friends at York 
or Pickering, upon an exparte statement of the case by the 
Friends here^ and which the frequent mention of the Quarterly 
Meetings held at those places, in the President Dr. Murray's 
Letters, seemed for a while to countenance, but which I always 
considered a miserable calumny cast upon such meetings, and 
could never indeed bring myself to believe. 

" The privilege of recommending children to the Schools," 
etc. at the tail of this sentence, is an indefinite and mysterious 
mode of expression, which in the original settlement thereof 
was clearly and distinctly declared to be an optional right of 
presenting two children in lieu of interest — upon each 18/. 
lent and advanced {vide " History and Mystery,'* p. 101); and 
therefore this renewed attempt at *^ myttific<Uion " hy such 
means, but ill accords with the disavowal of it in the second 
paragraph of the Treasurer's Letter under review. Yet the 
same terms are afterwards used, and with the same di»- 
ingenuousness persbted in. I reserve all further remark 
until my next 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER IX. 



*' Never think of lying for the troth, or working the works of the 
Devil for God's sake ; — there is no greater fallacy.'' 



Dear Sir, 

I will now continue the observations on Mr. Stickney*s 
Letter, viz. 

4. '* George Davies, and I think all the other Shareholders, 
chose the latter, and for a number of years exercised this 
privilege of sending children in virtue of the right first chosen 
and then claimed by him." 

Mark, I beseech you, the modest confidence and self- 
complacent consistency with which our ingenious Treasurer 
comes forward to shew his fidelity, and wonderful adherence 
to *Hruth and equity " He had just before made a clumsy 
effort to obtain some credit to himself by a seeming dissent 
from certain principles embodied in the sot disant Resolution 
of the Committee. In doing this he necessarily admits they 
(of course including himself) have given another and different 
version, and are therefore in such bad odour for consistency 
as to be generally discredited. But nothing daunted at this 
detection and self-condemnation, it seems to his morbid 
reasoning to afford greaiter latitude for speculation and 
romance, whereby the gullibility of his credulous admirers 
would be still further operated on ; and therefore you must 
really make large allowance for what this same truth-loving 
Treasurer '^understandSf** or chooses to adopt, as his view of 
the case, and upon the construction of this sentence, " George 
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Davies, and I think all the others," etc. Tliere is nothing 
of doubt or uncertainty expressed or implied as to the Jln/f 
and but little as to **all the others;" but to have reversed the 
phraseology would not have so well suited the keeping up of 
the delusion as to the asserted or presumed *' shareholder^ip,*' 
or as to the qualified admission of the claim for interesi on 
the money advanced; and so the ingenious Treasurer, having 
been implicated with the Committee in giving currency to 
what is palpably without ground, and having for himself 
(not as proxy for the Committee) disavowed and recanted it, 
by a strange species of logic, which I cannot comprehend, 
thinks and acts as if he ought on that account rather to be 
accredited in another series of monstrosities, upon no better 
principle than this, "as I understand the case,*^ etc. Thus 
assuming and taking for granted much that he knows, or 
might have known, is so far from being the fact, that it is 
diametrically opposed to it; all which, I think, you will 
candidly admit has been sufficiently demonstrated in ''The 
History and Mystery" at large, and especially in these Letters 
as a sequel thereof, and therefore it will be quite unnecessary 
to repeat it ; at the same time you must coincide with me that 
it is ** too bad** thus to act, after having just before recanted 
a similar practice, so far as regards the option, which was at 
first denied most stoutly and unreservedly; no such option 
being, as was said, "held out as an inducement;*^ and at 
length, when driven from that miserable subterfuge, can 
again betake himself to vague assumptions, without any 
shadow of proof, that " G. D. chose, and for a number of 
years exercised, this" (alleged) "privilege of sending children 
to the School, in virtue of the right first chosen and then 
claimed by him," etc., notwithstanding all my previous state- 
ments and proofs to the contrary, which have already been 
made public, to the satisfaction and conviction of every 
unprejudiced reader, as likewise by these consecutive Letters, 
particularly that No. VI., to which I beg to refer for all 
needful purposes. Nor does the casuistry even stop here; but 



AT SCARBOROUGH. Si 

before he ventures to answer my inquiries or remarks upon 
his last year's accounts (1840), he takes the liberty to turn 
round upon me, and with a shew of singular simplicity and 
self-complacent confidence propounds to me the following 
characteristic and sagacious inquiry, or perhaps more strictly 
puts it to himself, from himself, as a pleasant episode to this 
fictiUous and farcical mode of reasoning. 

5. *'By what rule, therefore, of equity, he now claims 
interest for his money from the year 1813, in addition to the 
education of the children thus recommended; or what right he 
has now to turn round and say, * I have changed my mind, I 
will no longer send children to the School; give me my money,' 
I am quite at a loss to imagine," etc. 

The word ^Hherefore" in this connexion, is of considerable 
weight and importance; it just amounts to this, "you must 
first believe every word of my statement as perfectly true and 
correct. I will not condescend, I cannot stop to prove them 
to be so, but 'as far as I understand the case,' and just as I 
understand it, I call upon you and expect you to judge and 
decide upon it." Now all the material points this clever 
adroit Treasurer has merely assumed to be facts; but he has 
not, nor can he ever prrive them to be such, consequently his 
reasoning and inquiries are altogether beside the mark, and 
to all of them my reply is brief, clear, and decided. — 1. I only 
claim interest on the Loan since the last direct payment in 
1815, 720^1813, B.^ untruly assumed. — 2. I paid the full sub- 
scription prices of 11, Is, and 1/. lis, 6d.f for t)\e admission 
of two and three children for the first three years; and when 
I left oflf subscribing, I, of course, lefl off sending children, 
and never availed myself of the option of sending children in 
lieu of interesty as untruly assumed, — 3. I have ever been of 
one mind on this and every other subject grounded on the 
"Original Documents," connected with or relating to this 
School question; and I have now only to confirm what I have 
ever constantly and consistently maintained as right, from the 
beginning to this present time, without variation, equivocation. 
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or diminution of any kind, though I freely admit not without 
occasional cessations (but not for twenty years, as unindif 
atnumed), under certain modifications and circumstances of a 
peculiar kind, involving personal or relative considerations 
which might then press upon me; and in the teeth of oft- 
repeated protestations of the poverty of the funds, subsequent 
denunciations of hostility from unlooked for quarters, and at 
length in total denial of the right either for principal or 
interest. Surely our ingenious Treasurer must have found out 
some "«ea> toay of paying old debts,** and by this happv 
device hopes to be for ever relieved from them, and thus to 
abolish and obliterate all uneasy recollection of them from 
himself and those of his cliquCy simply because it is his and 
their will and pleasure it should be so, and only as he and 
they are pleased to ^^ understand the case,** being themselves 
collectively the parties complained of. This, if I mistake 
not, has long been the aim and determination (conformably 
to their aforesaid Resolution) not only of Mr. Treasurer 
Stick ney, but also of another high official character, which I 
fear I shall be obliged more plainly to allude to before I shall 
have entirely finished these Letters. 

In the meantime having demolished the whole of Mr. Trea- 
surer's assumed premises herein, as also in a former Letter (No. 
VL) as well as in the published " History and Mystery" afore- 
said ; and refuted the sophistries, and unfounded statements of 
Mr. Treasurer's '^ understandings^** conjectures and opinions, 
and shewn their futile fallacies — it is quite superjSuous to follow 
him in his tortuous course. He well knows, and so does Mr. 
Vice-President Rowntree, and their virtual Secretary of same 
name and family, that, as well by my Letters to Mr. H. Fowler, 
Rev. G. B. Kidd, and especially to Dr. Murray the President, 
as on all other occasions, I have constantly held and main- 
tained my right to be paid both the Original Loan and the 
Interest due thereon ; but as I said before, the excuse has till 
of late been poverty, and this may be quite consistent with 
their policy, and must ever be the case under such pitiful 
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management, and I rather think is a convenient apology or 
screen for some ulterior mischief. But surely if the Committee 
cannot afford to pay their just debts, they might at least put 
on some appearance of fair dealing, by the frank acknow- 
ledgment of the public debt on the Institution, under 
'their direction and management, ihey being the only osten- 
sible parties for raising the means of its liquidation, and so 
no doubt they would, were it the case of a chapel ; but are 
trutli and justice confined to matters " quoad sacra" ? In all 
other Lancasterian Schools, and I have given two examples of 
considerable ones, viz. Spital-Fields and Tottenham (to which 
innumerable others might be added), such a fair and open 
course of proceeding is invariably observed ; and even so late 
as last year, the Report of Tottenham Schools states the 
need of laying out 150/. in their improvement, and submits the 
following information concerning it, viz, — " The cost of this 
erection is estimated at about 150/., and they trust that for the 
accomplishment of plans calculated to promote the efficiency 
of the Schools, the friends of popular instruction will not be 
backward in liberally supporting them." But on the contrary 
our Scarborough Friends seem rather inclined to pay off their 
public Debt in the base metal of personal provocation, mystifi- 
cation and rash assertion, than in the sterling coin of honest 
exertion, and sincere intention to do unto others as they would 
wish to be done unto, and without respect of persons — whether 
poor or rich. 

Thus far, my dear Sir, we have only just reached the 
threshold of Mr. Treasurer Stickney's answer to my Letter of 
business addressed to him; we have hitherto merely examined 
the exordium or primary cogitations and lucubrations of the 
Quaker, ^'asfar as he understands the ccue" generally. You 
will see and acknowledge with me that in all this he has only 
been going round the tree, and round the tree, and not 
touching the tree, perhaps from information received from his 
good friend V. P. Rowntree, and to all appearance determined 
to give away no chance of effecting his object. Verily if 



60 



SCARBOROUOU LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS. 



honest John Bunyan had had to allegorise such characten, 
he would have been at no loss to designate them by their 
respective names. 

But I forbear ; and will next proceed to consider with some 
attention what the Treasurer is pleased to advance in reply to 
my distinct and pointed observations touching his yearly 
accounts —especially the last, of 1840 — which ray aforesaid 
business Letter had brought under his official notice. But this 
I must defer till my next. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER X. 



"Facts and Figares are stubborn things: some persons seem 
to coniiider any thing dune amiss in private, as nothing ) their 
standard of Morality would appear to consist, not in avoiding 
Error, but in escaping discovery." 



Dear Sir, 

It is peculiarly noticeable, that in the demi-official 
Letter of the shrewd and wary Treasurer, — so well considered 
and so carefully compacted, he wanders, nevertheless, from 
his proper province into much discursive and irrelevant matter, 
of which he knows next to nothing, except by report of his 
friend and colleague V. P. Rowntree, and by which nothing 
is shewn more clearly, than their mutual inconsistency and 
incapacity for the difficult task they have undertaken, i. e, to 
prove that a loan of money to a body of Subscribers to a public 
institution, is not by any means cognizable or allowable by the 
Committee of such body, but may be indefinitely deferred, 
disputed, or denied, just as suits the temper, the interests, or 
the convenience of the dominant party in that Committee, and 
all this without any stain of reproach or shame attaching to 
them, either individually, or collectively. 

This in few words is the drift, the sum and substance, of 
this Letter, which I shall hope to make appear to your satis- 
faction, ere I have done with it; in the meantime, I am 
thankful to Mr. Treasurer for this discovery and exemplification 
of the sentiments it contains, because it will help me to lay 
open their original scheme of concealment, mystification, and 
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delusion, in a more definite and tangible shape, and enable me 
to extend these researclies still broader and deeper. 

To this end, I now advance to the sixth division of this 
Letter: thus — 

6. ** To proceed however to the principal business in hand." 
What had gone before was, it seems, only an introductory 
or preliminary lecture, subsidiary merely to the main object, 
a pure work of supererogation ; that which now follows relates 
to the ^^ principal business in hand," — that which as Trtor 
surer, concerned himself principally; — viz. the examination 
and rectification of his previous erroneous statements and 
account?, and the promise of alteration and amendment for the 
future. Now let us see how he proceeds in the matter. Does 
he consult the Committee, or submit himself to any public 
meeting for their sanction and approval ? Does he plead the 
admission of his yearly accounts, by Auditors duly authorized 
and appointed by the body of Subscribers for that purpose? 
No such thing. He, and every one here knows, that his 
accounts have never been refeifred to such an ordeal, or attested 
by any Auditor during the long period of his Treasurership, 
nor, as far as I know and believe, those of others, from the 
very first Quaker Treasurer Rowntree,. to the present time, 
embracing a term of thirty years ! No doubt their individual 
character, as men of integrity in private life and in their 
general business transactions, might at first, seem to render 
such scrutiny needless; but I confidently affirm, that such long 
continued practice is altogether unwarranted, and without 
precedent in the history of Public Institutions, I refer to the 
** British and Foreign Bible Society," the different "Missionary 
Societies," and especially to the " British and Foreign School 
Society," as affording ample ground for my assertion; and 
farther I may say, that it must be always acceptable to such 
public officers to have their accounts examined, revised and 
passed by such indifferent Auditors, as affording full satisfaction 
to all parties concerned. But you will please to observe, that 
our Treasurer very adroitly passes by all that was advanced in 
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my official Letter to him respecting bis published accounts, 
without a single observation or remark, thus tacitly admitting 
their truth and justice ; and still considering, and wishing me 
to consider the affair as a merely personal^ not public matter; 
proceeds thus, — " when I have next to make out a statement, 
I may possibly put it into a different form." This may perhaps 
account for a previous taunt in this Letter, of my *^ business 
habits," as it is by these that I have been enabled to detect 
and expose his fallacies. It is however, you perceive, only a 
possible thing, nothing of certainty about it, he will not con- 
descend to do right by compuhion, there appears no confession 
or conviction of untruth or injustice, or any indication of past 
errors or of future amendment. This, I suppose, would be 
considered infra dig. It might possibly lead others to suspect 
him of tergiversation, or something else too submissive. It 
might in some degree affect him in his immediate connexion 
here and elsewhere. 

It is certainly very far from being an agreable part of my 
duty to impute blame to, or inflict pain upon him, or any other 
public officer, by a deep and probing scrutiny of their conduct, 
and still less of their motives, or to subject them to the morti- 
fication which may arise from a complete and entire exposure 
of such conduct. I state facts — strong, incontestable, incon- 
trovertible /acte, and leave you to judge of their tendency and 
natural consequences, and I desire that no inferences may be 
drawn from them, other than such as those facts, and the 
" Original Documents," may strictly justify and warrant. 

The writer of the Letter then proceeds to foreshew his 
views, but in the same equivocal and mysterious manner, 
thus : " Although I have no hope of pleasing G. Davies in the 
matter, and if any thing would have pr^ented me doing it, it 
would be the threat which his Letter contains, for, as I trust, 
no promise or persuasion would induce me to publish any 
thing which did not * correspond with truth and equity;* on the 
other hand, no threat of legal proceedings on his part, will ever 
induce me to swerve from what I believe to be right." 
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He has no hope^ because he has no sincere intention in the 
matter. It is well known that I never entered upon or 
threatened *' /e^a/ proceedings," and the writer is not so weak 
as to believe that I would, by any thing be might say, be 
goaded into any such measures. He has no hope of pleasing 
me. Verily, I never expected or wished to be personally 
gratified by his adoption of my suggestions, I merely instanced 
some of the irregularities which had occurred, and were 
apparent to myself and others, and which by the bye, he never 
attempts to disprove or invalidate, except by a sneering quo- 
tation from my Letter, and a feigned and blustering allusion 
to some asserted " threat of legal proceedings," which he well 
knows I never contemplated, and which cannot be found in 
any part of my Letter, or in any part of my conduct from 
beginning to end. This pugnacious Treasurer's moral feeUng 
is indeed of a curious kind, it deals in assertions without proof, 
and rises in wrath, when it should rise in argument; it fights 
with unhallowed weapons, and pleads the cause of what we 
must charitably suppose he believes to be truth, with the 
tongue nevertheless of misrepresentation and deceit. As 
Montesquieu observes in a similar case, "he is perpetually 
taking for granted the points in dispute, and as constantly 
substituting plausibilities for facts," making his own supposi- 
tions and fancied admissions stand in the place of arguments 
and proofs, and then on the faith of such a Babel-structure of 
false principles, drawing other suppositions, consequences, and 
false conclusions. 

Here I may well suspend this unpleasant discussion of the 
sixth article of the Treasurer's Letter, and will proceed in my 
next to examine the remaining parts of it, containing, if 
possible, still more reprehensible and indefensible matter, than 
any thing which has preceded it. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER XL 



" What an absurdity it is to be dogmatical I 
We naturally recoil from opinions that are thrust down our throats!" 



DfiAR Sir, 

If I could succeed in convincing myself that the 
affirmations of our Treasurer were verity and fact, — viz. That 
the official accounts of his Treasurership were the ** principal 
business in hand" — I might well be surprised at its quick 
dispatch in less than three lines of his Letter, as compared 
with the fifty or more of this prosy, inconclusive Epistle, 
which, with the able assistance, I guess, of V. P. Rowntree, 
he had drawn up on the occasion, to answer the purpose of 
misleading or preventing me from all further opposition to 
them or their subtle schemes, and as the readiest and least 
expensive mode they could hit upon. It could not, however, 
deceive me, knowing the sort of men I had to deal with; nor 
will it be likely to deceive others, who may not have had the 
same opportunity of knowing them as I have. As a general 
rule, it is much safer to judge of the intentions of men by their 
actions rather than their professions; and surely, if the matter 
of accounts was indeed the *^ principal business in hand," three 
evasive lines, or less, was but a slovenly notice of it; and all 
the other fifty, or more, quite a surplusage, and entirely irre- 
levant to this "principal business" must be considered rather 
a dexterous display of the inventive faculty of the writer. 

In this temper and spirit, he ventures to give us another 
example of his logical skill and critical acumen, as follows: — 
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7. " Granting, for a moment^ that the Committee and a lary 
and open Meeting of the Subscribers and others were all of 
them mistaken^'* etc. 

Observe, i pray you, the studied construction of this 
seemingly candid admission of the writer — only instead of 
"granting" read supposing; there is nothing' in it real or 
substantial — it is purely hypothetical and visionary, being but 
*• for a moment." What follows? " That the Committee and 
a large and open Meeting of the Subscribers and others were 
fl// of them mistaken." This is evidently an allusion to the 
Exhibition at the Town- Hall, which has been before amply 
described, and its ludicrous effect fully descanted on in 
Letter II., and need not be repeated. ^* And that he and his 
'Respected Friends' are right; hut who those respected 
friends are, and in what terra incognita they may dwell, I 
cannot tell, but I have never yet had the pleasure of meeting 
with one of them,'* So, then, Mr. Treasurer is much inclined 
to doubt whether there are any ^^ Respected Friends** out of 
his immediate connexion ; or if there are any, then, whether 
your friend, the writer of this, has any "respected Friend," 
whom he can justly call his own. Some idea of this sort may 
possibly have given rise to the abrupt, not to say rude, and 
discourteous commencement of his Letter. Be this as it may, 
he adds, " in what unknown country they may dwell, he cannot 
tell, he has never yet had the pleasure of meeting with one 
of them." I doubt much whether such meeting would be 
mutually pleasant; or even, if he were told their respective 
names and residences, he would be likely to meet with a very 
welcome reception, if they were as well acquainted with, or 
had had as long experience of, the clique of Scarborough 
Quakers as I have. But independent of all this, the pre- 
sumption of this vain-glorious sentiment may, I think, be 
fairly reckoned the acm6 of his Quaker impertinence. No 
doubt, he and his colleague V. P. Rowntree may be considered 
wonderfully clever in a retreat, but not always so happy or 
successful in an attack; their arms are powerless and their 
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powder worthless, but then they "measure themselves by 
themselves;" and they need not be told that such as do so 
"are not wise," however shrewd and amusing they may fancy 
themselves, or be thought of by others — -prohpudor! I will 
only add a word more on this head; viz. That for every one 
of their "Respected Friends," whose written testimony of 
approval of their conduct they are able to produce, I think 
I might engage to produce at least half-a-dozen really 
" Respected Friends," and of long standing — many of them 
thirty, forty, or fifty years — who, having perused " The History 
and Mystery," have expressed a clear, full, and unequivocal 
commendation of its contents; indeed, I have heard of no 
dispassionate person who, on calm consideration of it, has yet 
found anything which can be gainsayed or disproved; and if 
there had been, no doubt it would have been replied to 
long ago. 

I have before alluded to the conduct of the truly 
" Respected Friends" of London and Tottenham in the 
management of their Lancasterian Schools; and in conclusion 
of these remarks on this Seventh Division of the Treasurer 
Stickney's Letter, I propose to state, in opposition to his 
bj^othetical case, one of real and recent occurrence, and as 
an introduction to it. I will likewise suppose that I had been 
altogether mistaken in my views of the original constitution 
of the Society here, and could have produced no facts or 
"original documents" in support of them ; I will further sup- 
pose, that the Quaker body, with Vice-President Rowntree and 
Treasurer Stickney at their head, conld clearly substantiate 
such mistaken views, etc. Yet, if I really understood and 
intended only to lend the money, and not to give it, or if they 
chose to appropriate it in any other mode than that originally 
contemplated and settled; in either case I insist that, upon 
their oum Quaker principles, I am justified in reclaiming my 
advance of money; and I am founded in that opinion by the 
following analogous instance. It occurred at York about two 
years ago, and was reported in " The Yorkshire Gazette of 
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23d May 1840: the facts were simply these (omitting tiie 
political colouring of the editor) viz. : — Mr. Joseph Rowntree, 
a grocer there, and a brother of our V. P. Rowntree, also ft 
grocer here, had been induced to subscribe SI, in aid of t 
General Subscription, raised at York, to celebrate the marriage 
of Queen Victoria — which he alleged he had paid on the faith 
of a certain * resolutiofif* " that the subscription be laid out in 
provision tickets, to be given to the humbler classes, so as to 
enable them to rejoice with their families in a sober and orderly 
way, at their own houses." A respectable Committee was 
appointed to carry this "resolution" into effect, and sub- 
scriptions entered into accordingly. Mr. Joseph Rowntree 
heard, however, that some departure from the strict letter of 
the " resolution " was likely to take place, by the substitution 
of divers district meetings in that large city, for the entertain- 
ment of the humbler classes, in a frugal and cheerful manner, 
by admission tickets, and under the superintendence of the 
members of the Committee appointed for each district ; — the 
alteration of the original plan, having, as appears, arisen 
entirely from the insufficiency of iunds to carry out the first 
intention and "resolution." Mr. Joseph Rowntree, however, 
without much inquiry about the matter, felt disappointed, and 
immediately printed and circulated a hand-bill (a copy of which 
is given in the Gazette), very forcibly and rather furiously 
complaining of the alteration, and addressed his said hand-bill 
to the Secretary pro tempore. You will perceive therefore, that 
in this nice and exact adherence to rule, observed on this 
occasion by one of our native Scarborough Friends ! how very 
inconsistently and insincerely his relatives and connexions here 
have been acting, in giving currency to an unsigned, unsanc- 
tioned resolution, as to our Scarborough School ; and thus by 
a side wind endeavouring to get rid of the all-important one 
originally entered into. Mr. Joseph Rowntree, it seems, thought 
it right to complain, and with some uncalled for asperity of 
language, of the alteration of detail. The letter or hand-bill 
so printed and circulated, was immediately noticed by the 
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Secretary, in a temperate and candid manner, giving a full 
account of the reasons which had compelled the Committee to 
adopt the course they had taken, and heading his letter by the 
fallowing humorous couplet from Shakspere — 

" Dost thou think, becanse Ihou art Tirtaoosi 
There shall be no more cakes and ale V* 

This, however, was a personal affair between these two 
parties ; but when the Committee were apprised of the whole 
circumstances, they came to a unanimous resolution to return 
Mr, Rotvntree hit SL subscription money, thereby shewing that 
they were more careful of their own reputation for consistency 
and truthfulness, than some of the Quaker Society have given 
proof of here. Mr. Joseph Rowntree might, it is presumed, 
have some certain conscientious scruples for dissenting from the 
first plan of the Committee — such as that it was " a breach of 
faith," and as he alleged, '^ ofiered an insult to the virtuous 
wives and daughters of the working classes, the associating 
together of females of every shade of character, even the 
courtezan and procuress." Such extravagant notions evidently 
possessed his mind, and he therefore concludes his letter by 
the following pungent inquiry : " Are we" warranted then, I 
appeal to the Committee, as well-wishers of their fellow citizens, 
in thus spreading temptation in the way of the thoughtless, — 
in passing over unnoticed the most deserving of the working 
classes, and bestowing our bounty under circumstances which 
render it worse than valueless?" This is indeed strong and 
rather coarse language, especially from a Quaker — it goes on 
the presumption that Mr. Joseph Rowntree was better ac- 
quainted with the characters of all parties than the Committee, 
and it might so happen that the " most deserving " were 
frequent customers at his shop. The Tee-Total Society, it 
seems by the York paper, Ij^ad in like manner risen in arms 
against this scheme of District Meetings, and issued another 
flaming address of a similar character ; but I never heard that 
Mr. R. was at all backed and supported in the violent and 
unusual measures he took, by any of the considerate and 
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respectable body of Subscribers, and some perhaps were m- 
charitable enough to surmise that his conscientious scruples 
and his real interest might have better harmonized together, 
if the Committee, instead of returning his subscription money, 
had issued a goodly number of "provision ticJkeis,** addressed 
to his shop for groceries and other necessary articles used by 
the humbler classes. However, as if to disarm all inyidious 
reports of this kind^ he without delay sent the returned 3L to 
the York Dispensary, and the same was publicly acknowledged 
in '*The Yorkshireman " of the 6th of June by the Treasurer 
of that institution, as a donation from the alleged withdraw- 
ment of the former subscription id consequence, as was stated, 
of the mode of its appropriation being so much at variance 
with Mr. R.'s principles. This notice was ostensibly given by 
the Treasurer, and as such may be considered an ex parte 
affair ; but the additional cost of printing and publishing the 
hand^bills was entirely gratuitous, and which he seems to have 
borne with exemplary equanimity. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER XII. 



'* He that would instract others in the trnth* mast never 
eny the trath himself." 



Dear Sir, 

We are nearly arrived at the concluding portion 
of Mr. Treasurer Stickney's curious and characteristic letter, 
but what remains will still call for strict examination. In the 
preceding section he puts forth a suppositious, hypothetical 
case, as a sort of poser or feeler, in order to lull suspicion or 
disarm opposition, and upon such flimsy grounds, he proceeds 
to argue upon it as follows; viz. — 

8. " I would submit to him (G. D.) whether this ' seizing 
by the throat,' with a *pay me what thou owest,'* particularly 
when addressed to those who conscientiously believe they owe 
him nothing, becomes an aged Christian professor like himself." 
We have here, I think, a tolerably fair specimen of his Quaker 
special pleading, known by many among them as a '' shaping 
their language f** and of which we have before had some 
striking examples. My original address was, as he well knows, 
to the President and Committee as a public recognised 6ody, 
and not as individuals. Possibly Mr. Treasurer may be legally 
and technically, but not morally^ correct in saying, that as 
individuals they believe they owe him nothing ; and some of 
them may have, or pretend to have, conscientious scruples on 
the subject, but in their public and ostensible character as a 

* The profane ase or rather abuse of this beantifal passage of Holy Writ, to 
serve a present purpose, I will aotice hereafter. 
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Committee, they are assuredly not correct in saying this, in die 
face of the original " Resolution" upon which the Institutioa 
was founded, and which passed at a Public Meeting, when the 
present Vice-President Rowntree's father was in the chair, as 
before so ollen alluded to. We do not find that the Treasurer 
of the York Committee had any conscientious scruples abont 
returning Mr. Joseph Rowntree his subscription-money, after 
the strong expression of his conscientious disapproval of the 
application of it ; but whatever his own private opinion might 
have been, he unhesitatingly complied with the instructions of 
the Managing Committee and returned the money immediately. 
Not so our Treasurer ; he not only pleads conscience for himself 
but that of others. He may indeed be proxy for V. P. Rown- 
tree and a few other of his Quaker friends, but he adduces no 
authority even for this, or anything more than his own ipu 
dixit for just as much as it is worth. This matter of conscience 
is too large a question for discussion at present, but we may 
safely assume, I think, that there are some really tender ones, 
and some very convenient and elastic ones. As regards the 
real grounds of difference between the Committee and myself, 
I am much indebted to a kind friend for having very properly 
and pithily stated it in few words ; thus, *' If a gentleman lend 
money to an Institution, is it right for the Committee of that 
Institution to turn round upon him, and say it was a gift and 
not a loan^ and moreover agreeing to be charged interest is 
an acknowledgment that it is a debt?" This short statement 
speaks volumes, and is entirely applicable to the present case. 
But to proceed now to the other member of Mr. Treasurer's 
letter, viz. — " Whether it becomes an aged Christian professor 
like himself," etc., and this, I think, may in like manner be 
most appropriately answered, by a short extract from the cor- 
respondence of another esteemed " Friend," who writes to 
me thus — " Whom I. Stickney may be, I know not personally, 
but I by no means like his letter, either in its statements or 
insinuations. I regret that he should feel at liberty to address 
thee as he does, and appeal to thee as an aged Christian pro- 
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feasor in reference to this and many other subjects; and whilst 
I. S. asserts that nothing could induce him to publish any 
thing which did not correspond with truth and equity, etc., 
how could he insert thy name among the list of Subscribers, 
when thou art not one, and charge the interest due. How does 
this become him, or correspond with truth and equity, who it is 
presumed is also a Christian professor, if not an aged one ?" 

Upon this admirable letter it might be presumptuous in me to 
offer a single word of comment, except with regard to the dis- 
ingenuousness of attempting to cast a slur upon my " conduct 
on this and many other occasions ;" but I really think it will 
be quite time enough to notice this, after he has cleared up 
his own conduct on this and many other subjects, and has 
obliged the public and me with a specification in detail of what 
those " many other subjects " include, or may be referred to. 
Till then I may perhaps very charitably consider them as a mere 
display of his Quaker liberalism, candour, and conscientious 
regard to " truth and equity,'* 

** So he that has bat impadence. 
To all things has a fair pretence." 

Before I close this section of Treasurer Stickney's Letter, I 
am very reluctantly compelled to animadvert on what I have 
hereinbefore alluded to, as a very grave and important part of 
it; viz., the introduction and application of the strong and 
pointed language used in the quotation from Scripture to which 
he refers — this " seizing by the throat, with a pay me what thou 
owest;" and in the first place, I must say that it comes with a 
peculiarly bad grace from one of his profession, and of whom 
it has been well observed, by one of his own gifted and much 
respected Friends, that "however highly they value and 
esteem the Scriptures in the letter, they consider there is not 
only a possibility, but a danger of placing too much depend- 
ence upon them, by preferring them to that Divine Spirit from 
which they proceed, to which they direct attention, and by 
which only they can be rightly opened to the understanding." 
( Vide H. Tuke's Principles of Religion, as professed by the 
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Society of Christians called Quakers). And he adds furtbo; 
" When our blessed Lord set forth the peaceableness of the 
gospel dispensation, he shewed that a contrary conduct bad 
been permitted in former times, — and unless we intend to 
controvert the propriety of the manner in which the Author of 
the Christian Religion propagated it, we must allow that there 
have been times in which divers things were lawful that are 
now unlawful, and thus we may reconcile with consiatencj 
and justify the ways of God to man." These are the recorded 
sentiments of an enlightened Friend, and I very much prefer 
appealing to such authority on the present occasion for obvious 
reasons. I am not aware of any approved gloss or commentaiy 
among the Friends on this parable ; but those of Doddridge, 
Scott, and others, I have carefully consulted, although I must 
confess the general connexion and bearing of it seem so plain 
and self-evident as scarcely to need any such reference. 
Assuredly the scope and drift of the whole narrative is to shew 
the sin and misery of an unforgiving spirit among men, upon 
repentance and promised amendment; and here let me ask, 
has any such disposition been ever manifested in the character 
and conduct of the President, or V. P. Rowntree, Mr. Trea- 
surer or Mr. Secretary, or in the Committee generally? Have 
they or their colleagues ever said, " Have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all?" On the contrary, has not their uni- 
form demeanour and conduct been directly opposed to this ? — 
and therefore the true applicability of the parable afibrds the 
severest censure on themselves and such as act with them. 
'^ Circumstances in parables do not always admit of minute 
application ;" the connexion and scope of them is a safer guide 
in understanding and applying them to particular cases. Now 
I desire to know how this *' seizing by the throat, with a pay 
me what thou owest," which certainly intimates the harsh, 
cruel, unrelenting manner of enforcing the claim, resembling 
a choking or strangling, can be at all applicable to my conduct 
in the proposing of my claim, and that of Mr. W. Keatley, 
after thirty years patient endurance with the taunts and in- 
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justice of these parties, who for purposes yet unexplained, hut 
sufficiently transparent, have dictated to and led on the Com- 
mittee in the course of vexatious opposition, involving great 
and accumulating trouble, anxiety and expense ? But I sup- 
pose I may wait long for an answer to either of these inquiries 
and important questions, and the commencement of my Letter 
No. 7, notices the open breach of the ordinary civilities of 
society; so that even the children at school may soon learn 
that ^' evil communications corrupt good manners," and it is 
hoped will be induced to shun such courses in after-life, which 
in the present instance, seem to have produced the utmost 
climax of profane and vain babbling, as is evidenced in the 
misapplication of the beautiful parable referred to. Besides, is 
the " threat of legal proceedings^' or this " seizing hy the throaty* 
any where to be found in my communications or conduct, 
after so many and so long continued provocations, deceptive 
tergiversations, and self contradictions ? The natural expres- 
sion of my dissatisfaction with, and total disapproval of, such 
ungrateful returns towards myself and others, cannot be fairly 
construed into anything like a " seizing by the throat." This 
is evidently going far beyond the truth, and by attempting too 
much, proves only the unfounded nature of the charge itself, 
as well as the injustice and untiring hostility of all parties 
concerned in it. Added to all this, both the Treasurer and 
V. P. Rowntree are perfectly aware that when they and the 
Committee, under their guidance, referred me to their respect- 
able law agents, I cautiously abstained from falling into their 
snare, which was to provoke me to seek legal assistance on 
my part, thereby creating interminable delays and fruitless 
vexations and expense, which I certainly never deserved or 
had any reason to expect from them, or from the President 
and Committee under their unfluence and contirol. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



LETTER Xlir. 



Fiat Jastitia— mat coelom.' 



Dear Sir, 

In my last and several previous Letters I have 
endeavoured to dissect, and, to your satisfaction, I trusty have 
fairly disposed of every point of moment in Mr. Treasurer 
Stickney's letter, so full of evasion and misrepresentation: 
pertness mistaken for wit, and unfounded assumptions for 
undoubted facts; besides which a vein of superficial morality, 
and an absence of true candour, are but too apparent from 
beginning to end. But perhaps there is nothing more inde< 
fensible or uncharitable, than the liberty he takes with the 
words of Scripture, to give them a most unauthorised meaning. 

" He misinterprets them by private 
Instructions, to all aims tie drives at ;" 

and would evidently misapply them in aid of his own purposes, 
not only to anathematise, as it were, me and others who differ 
from him, in this world, but very benevolently, by due infer- 
ence, consigns us to eternal misery in the next — otherwise why 
refer so very particularly by his P. S. to the last verse of the 
chapter he quotes, unless to " frighten me from my propriety," 
by mystifying the plain dishonesty of refusing to acknowledge 
a just debt, and conveniently forgetting that the whole parable 
really and truly condemns himself. For if the creditor was 
harsh and unfeeling in taking his debtor "by the throat," 
(which, however, I have never done in act or part), the latter 
at least had the good feeling not to deny the just debt : on the 
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contrary, ** he threw himself at his feet, and besought him, 
saying — * have patience with me, and I will pay thee all/ " 
Such humbling confession does not, however, comport with the 
very different spirit of our Quaker Treasurer, or his associates, 
the President, the Vice-President, etc. They would fain 
escape from the disagreeable dilemma in which they have 
placed themselves ; not simply by pleading poverty and craving 
patience, but by endeavouring to pervert the true applicability 
of the parable referred to ; which is very much the way of 
some people, who read Scripture backwards. They are so 
blinded by their own self-complacency, and good opinion of 
themselves, and of each other, that they can see nothing but 
what squares with their preconceived ideas of purity and per- 
fection in whatever object or pursuit they have in hand, and 
stick at nothing to effect their purpose. It is quite evident, 
I think, that I am not overstating the matter; I therefore 
proceed to take some brief notice of the ribaldry and bad taste 
of this curious epistle — the last article of which is now to be 
reviewed, and is equally remarkable as a strange jumble of 
inconclusive reasonings, doubtful morality, and unsound theo- 
logy, ending at last in the railing and sneer which so clearly 
indicate the feelings of disappointment and mortification under 
which the writer is writhing. 

9. " He (G. D.) has often reminded me of a character in 
the Commonwealth — of whom a waggish writer says, * If left 
alone in the world, John would have fallen out with Lilburne, 
and Lilburne with John,' "and finally winding up his precious 
farrago in the usual Quaker formula of '* I remain his friend 
and well-wisher. Is. Stickney." 

It is a sure rule that, whenever a Quaker attempts to sport 
a bit of ** waggery" whether his own or that of others, he 
is quite out of his element. The respectable "Friends,'* 
as a body, I believe, systematically and practically, no doubt, 
conscientiously and scrupulously avoid it ; but there are others, 
who will occasionally indulge in this mode of vituperation, and 
the more superficial they are as to facts, the more confident 
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and assuming is their demeanour and tone, shewing eithBtl 
desire to conceal ttieir own weakness and vexation, or til 
excite the wrathful indignation of their opponent, wbidi ^| 
well know how to turn to their own advantage, as I \m\ 
already noticed in a former letter. In itself, I assure yoo,i| 
indeed you may easily suppose, that it has never discompQiei| 
me in the smallest degree, except indeed to excite " wurUfA 
musings" on such preposterous and unseemly course of fn- 
ceedings, which have often reminded me of the awkmri 
attempts to teach a hear to dance a minuet, sometimes exlubitei 
as a show at country fairs. 

Mr. Treasurer would no doubt have it helieved, that I nmt 
be a most unhappy misanthrope, and would insinuate that I 
cannot and ought not to enjoy any solace or support whatever. 
Now, my dear Sir, you, who have known me intimately Tciy 
many years, and others still longer, can best appreciate die 
quality of Mr. Treasurer's candour and truthfulness. For 
myself, I can only sa}', that his gratuitous and misplaced 
lecture has produced no one angry feeling in my bosom; a 
person of in}' age, and with the experience I have had of 
the deceit and vanity of all sublunary things, must have 
profited but little if it has not taught him to *' cease from 
man." Nevertheless, a proper degree of respect is con- 
ventionally due to grey hairs, and is inculcated as weU by 
religious principle, as natural, unadulterated, courteous feel- 
ing. I cannot but wonder therefore, that he should have 
indulged in so much freedom of speech as regards myselt 
But I should consider I was very remiss if I omitted the 
opportunity his letter presents of retorting upon him, and 
setting Mr. Treasurer right, as to the true character of that 
veteran politician and sterling patriot John Lilburne, which he 
so glibly takes up at secondhand. The truth is, bis real merit 
or demerit can only be fairly ascertained by a careful inspec- 
tion of the tracts, trials, and sufferings, which relate to this 
honest and conscientious, and unconquerable individual. These 
are all exceedingly scarce, but happily I possess a few of them 
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in three thin 4to volumes, with the rare portrait of him plead- 
ing at the bar, which I esteem much before George Fox's still 
rarer tract, or ** Battledore of Grammar," which I have seen, 
but do not possess. 

That this oppressed and persecuted man should at times 
have been driven into some extravagances, perhaps faults, no 
one will be inclined to dispute, but his honest spirit and fear- 
less opposition to some of Oliver Cromweirs despotic measures, 
excited the implacable ill-will of that notorious deceiver, who 
alike both hated and feared him ; and he it was, as is generally 
understood and believed, who said concerning him what Mr. 
Treasurer Stickney assigns to some waggish writer^ perhaps 
from "Maunder's Biographical Treasury" (who by-the-bye 
only quotes the fact, but gives no authority). His integrity 
and ability were put to full proof on many trying occasions ; 
and it is admitted " that he always freed himself by a most 
strong fatality of fortune," though accused of high treasorij 
whilst not long before two learned and excellent divines, 
C. Love and Mr. Gibbons, were tried for the similar offence of 
alleged conspiracy against the Commonwealth, and beheaded 
on Tower Hill. It appears then that Mr. Treasurer is only 
chargeable with retailing at secondhand the low buffoonery of 
some obscure wag, who gleaned this nonsense from the sayings 
and doings of the remarkable dissembler first-named. Lil- 
bume*8 real integrity and moral worth, however, were of a far 
superior grade to those of Cromwell; and although grievously 
tormented by long imprisonments and persecutions, yet he 
passed through them all with an unsullied character in every 
relation of life, and with the affectionate love and universal 
esteem of his family and friends. Hume notices his cruel 
prosecution in the Star Chamber, and his valorous defence, as 
well as resolution in suffering, from which he was afterwards 
released, and obtained damages; is then again imprisoned, 
but on trial by jury is acquitted ; and a third time tried and 
acquitted during the Protectorate: and although Hume's ten- 
dencies are chiefly aristocratic, yet in no part of his history 
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docs he condemn the conduct of this stern Republican « 
Leveller, aa he is sometimes called. He says indeed in one 
place, *' the 7'cstless Lilburn for like offences was brought lo a 
new trial, and acquitted with new triumph and exultation:"' 
but the times in which he lived were peculiarly restless and 
unsettled, and such extraordinary characters are generally 
raised up in such extraordinary times, otherwise George Fot 
mi^ht never have been heard of. His private life, it would 
appear, was innocent and exemplary in every relation, for the 
historian states that " even the women applied by petition for 
his release;" and in another place, "this man (Lilburn), 
the most turbulent, but the most upright and courageous of 
human kind, was tried for a transgression of the new statute 
of treasons. But although he was plainly guilty, he was 
acquitted, to the great joy of the people," etc. 

Thus it appears from Hume's condensed account, that he 
was, though a great sufferer, supported in a good cause by the 
testimony of his own conscience and the sincere sympathy 
of thousands, which more fully appears from a perusal of the 
original volumes in my hands. And now, in conclusion^ I 
would desire to fix your attention for a short time to the latter 
days of this estimable and useful man, in order to shew the 
opinion the Quakers at that time had concerning him, and 
the respect they entertained for him ; and of this no better 
proof need be given than the following simple and touching 
narrative of his death and burial, which I have extracted from 
a work of undoubted authority, as follows, viz. — 

'* August 31, 1657. Mr. John Lilburn (commonly known 
by the name of Lieut-Colonel Lilburn), dying on Saturday at 
Eltham, was this morning removed thence to London, and bis 
corpse conveyed to the house called the Mouth at Alders Gate, 
which is the usual meeting-place of the people called Quakers, 
to whom, it seems, he had lately joined in opinion ; at this 
place, that afternoon, assembled a medley of people, among 
whom the Quakers were most eminent for number; and within 
the house a controversy was, whether the ceremony of a herse- 
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cloth should be cast over his coffin : but the major part, being 
Quakers, not assenting, the coffin was about five o'clock in the 
evening brought forth into the street. At its coming out there 
stood a man on purpose to cast a velvet herse-cloth over the 
coffin, and he endeavoured to do it, but the crowd of Quakers 
not permitting it, and having got the body upon their shoulders, 
they carried it away without further ceremony, and the whole 
company conducted it into Moorfields^ and thence to the new 
churchyard adjoining to Bedlam, where it lieth interred." 

CromwelUana, p. 168. 

What our Quaker Treasurer would say of this, if he knew 
it, he can best explain. He would not surely disown him for 
a brother Quaker, after such manifest proof of the estimation 
in which he was held by the general body of the Society then 
but recently established, or deprive him of the respectful 
sympathy of posterity; at any rate, I hope I have, in some 
measure, retrieved the character of Lilburn in your eyes from 
the sneering insinuations of his quasi antagonist, Mr. Trea- 
surer, in which, I think, he has shewn as little acquaintance 
with History and Biography, as in the preceding section of 
his letter he has displayed in regard to the Scriptural theology 
of the parable on which he has attempted to treat; and after a 
very careful, and I hope candid, consideration of the whole of 
his letter, I may leave you to judge of the sincerity or value 
of his professions of his being any real '* friend or well-wisher" 
of mine ; at least, from what I have ever experienced of either, 
I rather dread than desire them; for if such professions are in- 
sincere and deceitful, the obligation on my part is necessarily 
at an end, and the proffered favour is really worse than 
valueless. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 
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LETTER XIV. 



" It fares with soine of us, that when wee have taken raocb painea to 
doe well, wee most take as much more to prevent misconstructioDS, and 
tbinck oar doable paines well rewarded if at last wee may escape without a 
mischief."— 6. Witueb, 1661. 



Dear Sir, 

After some pause in my correspondence, partly 
unavoidable, and partly intentional, in order to give time for 
the deliberate consideration of the President and Committee 
of the Lancasterian Schools here, and to elicit their sentiments 
on the extraordinary conduct of their Treasurer, and their 
own, as well as to collect, as near as may be, the impartial 
opinion and judgment which the public may have formed 
thereupon; I am so well satisfied with the significant silence 
of the former party, and the uniform approval of the latter, 
that I proceed, without difficulty or delay, to the completion 
of the task I have undertaken at your desire, and hope to con- 
summate to your satisfaction, and that of all unbiased and 
unprejudiced persons who are, or ever have been connected 
with schools of this character, throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. For as a judicious friend once observed 
to me, " it is a matter that will keep very well, and may possibly 
be rather improved by keeping." And in conclusion, I shall 
leave it in the hands of the ingenuous and intelligent of all 
classes, and remain satisfied with your and their impartial 
verdict thereupon. The origin of my unhappy connexion 

B 
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with this sadly mystified and per\'erted school affair has been 
fully and fairly detailed in " The History and Mystery," etc 
already published, and by these Letters as a " Sequel " thereto; 
but, uufortunately, what was meant by me for good, in having 
the public property in these schr^ols vested in nine trustees, 
under a special deed, declaratory of such trusts (which deed 
having never been enrolled, and being now in the custody or 
power of private persons, must, unless renewed by the two 
or three surviving trustees, become a source of difficulty 
and expense), upon the best and most approved models of 
such schools in or near London, is now, it seems, to he trans- 
formed into an occasion of bitterness and strife, by the deny- 
ing and falsifying the very first principles of this and other 
similar institutions, in order to promote the ease and influence 
and secular policy of certain parties, by throwing everything 
into another channel, or new form of lottery of chances, of 
their own contrivance and for their own benefit, contrary to all 
precedent, and to the express import of the resolutions origin- 
ally made and entered into more than thirty years ago, and 
practically, or rather theoretically acknowledged by the public 
Reports and Accounts of the Institution during this long 
period, until the present Treasurer Stickney, at his own plea- 
sure, thought fit about a year ago, to alter the same ; and not 
only so, but this same ofiicial would fain stigmatize me as 
propounding most unreasonable and unfair pretensions, de- 
nouncing me in this world, and almost anathematizing me in 
the next, for only reminding him and them of their egregious 
injustice, and objecting to their injurious plans and contrivances 
to mystify and conceal the real merits of the case, and thereby 
prevent, as far as possible, their being known or inquired into, 
to the manifest wrong of myself, Mr. Keatley, or other original 
claimants, who never have agreed, nor ever will consent to any 
such bubble schemes as, alas ! too much prevail in the present 
day, but in 1812-13, were scarcely ever heard of. 

It may here be right, perhaps, to refer you again to Mr. 
Treasurer's letter, which, besides its many erroneous state- 
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ments, is so replete with vain conceits and unseemly arrogance, 
quite unbefitting his public station and office; altogether in- 
appropriate to the business in hand, and jeopardizing thereby 
the prosperity and usefulness of the institution itself: for who 
can repose implicit confidence in parties who either originate 
or promote such bold, unscrupulous reflections and insinuations 
as his letter contains, calculated to depreciate and injure the 
character of one who, thirty years ago, lent his willing aid to 
furnish a portion of the pecuniary means necessary for liquida- 
ting the original debt upon these schools, and is now exposed 
to obloquy and insult on account of such mis-placed confidence, 
as the only return he may expect ever to receive from Mr. 
Treasurer and his colleagues, the present managers of this 
school concern. But notwithstanding their double-distilled 
anger, and hatred, and combined opposition, I trust I really 
feel more for them than myself, and am deeply concerned that 
any man or body of men should so pervert their own public 
acts, as to make them the vehicle for difiusing uncharitable 
attacks and untenable assumptions against the personal cha- 
racter of so humble an individual as myself; and not less so, 
of another sufierer, Mr. W. Keatley, whose age and situation 
might entitle him to sympathy at least, if not redress. You 
have, no doubt, seen from Mr. Treasurer's letter, with some 
surprise, if not disgust, that he affects to disbelieve I have any 
''respected friends," at least he knows not "in what terra 
incognita they may dwell;*' and further, that ''on many other 
subjects," as well as in this school question, he doubts whether 
my conduct has been becoming an ''aged Christian professor." 
If this is not the essence of sanctimonious hypocrisy, I know 
not what is; and the more remarkable coming from one of his 
Christian profession, and generally correct deportment. To 
say the truth, I really believe I have lived too long to suit the 
convenient schemes and selfish projects of such quiet, truth- 
loving partizans, whose secret wish may be "when shall he 
die, and his name perish;" but, nevertheless, I still remain 
unmoved by their accusations, and am stedfastly resolved to 
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maiutain the cause of truth and justice in a calm and dispas- 
sionate manner, against all opposition; and those who best 
know my true character, from long acquaintance, will, I am 
sure, he ready to admit that I am not addicted to speak 
vauntingly of myself, or to disparage the good qualities of 
others; but really, such treatment as I have met widi from 
Mr. Treasurer, and other official personages, would almost 
warrant me in adopting the language of a distinguished suf- 
ferer in olden times, and say, ''whereinsoever any is bold (I 
speak foolishly), I am bold also." Yet that I may not be 
chargeable, "as it were foolishly, with this confidence of 
boasting," I prefer giving you the following extract of a letter 
from one of my oldest and most '' respected friends, " in refe]> 
ence to " The History and Mystery," already published, viz. — 

''I have received your late publication, which I have perused 
with much attention. As I proceeded, I found it interesting, 
and before I reached its conclusion, I found your part in the 
correspondence to be worthy of that straightforward upright- 
ness, in all its bearings, which has ever been inseparable to 
your honourable conduct during a very long period I have 
had the pleasure of knowing you, approaching, I believe, 
nearly half a century. That a respectable individual making 
choice of any town for a residence, where he early evinced a 
disposition to be useful — to be treated in the unmerited manner 
that you have experienced at Scarborough, appears to me very 
extraordinary, and by those too from whom you might assu- 
redly have expected a very different course of conduct. Your 
friend, the Doctor, may be a very amiable man ; but I cannot 
help thinking that the position he has taken in the controversy 
is, to say the least of it, most awkward, and far from being 
satisfactory. As for the rest of your opponents, their conduct 
appears so unprecedented, that I really am at a loss for a term 
sufficiently strong to express my opinion of the same, and I 
consider you have acquitted yourself of a public duty in having 
exposed their proceedings to view with so much perspicuity 
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and ability; and it may be gratifying to you to learn tbat I 
lent the little book to two old and respected friends of mine, 
with a view of having their opinion on the subject, and I was 
much pleased to find that it coincided with my own." 

But if it be alleged this is simply the opinion of an unknown 
private friend at a distance, I will only in addition refer such 
objectors to the invitation given to me soon after the passing 
of the Reform Bill, by our first mayor, S. S. Byron, Esq., 
through the medium of Mr. Alderman Weddell, to have my 
name proposed to the Home Secretary of State as one of the 
permanent Borough magistrates, which I courteously declined, 
for reasons then given ; but this shews, at least, that my public 
and private character was not so lightly thought of as Mr. 
Treasurer would now wish to represent. Furthermore, it is 
remarkable that at this very time, I was actually in correspon- 
dence with friends in Edinburgh, and most willingly assisted, 
in relieving the anxieties and necessities of a very dear young 
Quaker friend then in deep distress, and who was shortly after 
removed by death, as is well known to some of the respectable 
Members of the Society here and elsewhere. Pardon this 
digression, which nothing but its important bearing should 
have extorted from me. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



lANCASTlBIAH SCHOOLS 



LETTER XV. 



*' If you woald dry op the river of discord, yoa mast extract the fovntain 
and rills wliicli form iu" 

" Without truth* there is no reliance npon lanpiage, no oonfideoce in 
friendship, no security in promises or oaths." 



Dear Sir, 

I will now proceed, with all convenient brevity, 
to examine the moral principle of Mr. Treasurer Stickney's 
** different form," or new plan of stating the school accounts — 
after first tracing the original mode of arranging them, which 
had been observed by his Quaker predecessors and himself for 
about 30 years before ; — and as an introduction to this, it may 
be proper to premise that what was but theoreticalfy good at 
the first, in acknowledging ** Interest due" yet without paying 
it (longer than two years), was not netOf and that what is really 
new in Mr. Treasurer's " different form" or present clap-trap 
scheme, is practically neither good nor honest. 

In order to demonstrate these points, I must refer to the 
specific form of the entries in the first Treasurer Rown tree's, 
the elder, published accounts, as reported by himself in manner 
following: viz. — 

Dr. £ s, eL 

''1814. Lancasterian School — ^to interest . . 22 10 
1815. ditto ditto to ditto . . 22 10 0" 

So that, from the very commencement of the school, the 
payment of interest on the 450L advanced was hereby clearly 
recognised and established beyond all doubt or dispute, by the 
Treasurer's own admission, and the actual payment of it to me 
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for the two first years, founded upon the original rules and 
resolutions of the said institution , and confirmed, moreover, 
by the written list of names furnished to me at my request in 
the year 1815 by the present V. P. Rowntree, and in which 
my name is inserted with twelve others, who, having paid up 
the money subscriptions of 234/., will receive interest thereon. 
(See " History and Mystery," p. 106.) 

However, as the annual reports, drawn up by the Messrs. 
Rowntree, took no special notice of these matters, or of the 
total advanced capital of 450/., upon which amount, how- 
ever, " Interest" was avowedly chargjed and allowed by the 
Treasurer's accounts ; and as even the mention of such discre- 
pancy gave rise to much unpleasant feeling, as tending to mis- 
lead many; I could not, after this discovery of the apprehended 
departure from the original constitution of the Society, con- 
tinue to give my support and countenance to such delusive, and, 
as I believed, injurious projects, and in consequence was under 
the necessity of declining my annual Subscription of 1/. 11«. 6</., 
and of sending three children to the schools, after 1815— *16. 
This resolution was firmly acted upon in 1816; and for the 
space of 13 years, t. e. till 1829, 1 was kept in perfect ignorance 
of the school concerns, never having had any annual report 
sent to me as heretofore, or receiving one penny of either prin- 
cipal or interest. Dr. Murray received the presidentship at 
this time ; — upon which the long intermission was abandoned, 
and in that same year I received the report of the school 
affairs, and annexed statement of the then Treasurer, John 
Rowntree, the younger: his account, which on inspection I 
found to agree as regards " Interest" payable (but never paid 
at that time or since) in form partly corresponding with those 
of his late father, and which I extract aa follows : " 1829—30, 
Interest to Shareholders, 22/. 10«.," and the same entries, in 
precisely the same terms, in the two succeeding years. 

During these years, and perhaps longer, the now V. P. 
Rowntree was the Treasurer; but as my official letter to Mr. 
Henry Fowler, the Secretary, of 23rd December, 1831, and 



8 LANCAtTIRIAM SCHOOLS 

which is given in full in ** the History and Mystery, etc." 
pp. (22—24), would be likely to dbturb the feelings of dx 
quiet Quaker Treasurer, and his colleagues in the Committee, 
I was, in consequence, kept without any more of the anmai 
reports for several years, and not until Treasurer Stickney csme 
into office had I any further opportunity of knowing the state 
of the schools ; but in the report of 1838 I find the same fem 
of words used in respect of ** Interest" as before by Tressoier 
Rowntree, and the same unwarranted liberty taken in puttini; 
down my name in the Subscription list, although I never 
authorized or intended it. In 1839 it appears that for the first 
time ** Interest" is entirely omitted, although on the face of the 
accounts a balance is confessedly due from the Treasurer of 
26/. 2s, 5d,t which balance is said to be ''chargeable with 
Master and Mistresses salary for the ensuing quarter, and msny 
other expenses" — what these many other expenses are, or 
whether they include *' Interest" due on money advanced, 
remains in obscurity; but in the succeeding year (1840) the 
Treasurer Stickney's account exhibits these entries, in words 
and figures following : viz. — 
" Dr. To interest due to proprietary shareholders, £ s. d. 
in' consideration of which each share- 
holder is entitled to have three children in 
the school at one time - - - 22 10 

Cr, By amount entered in list of subscriptions 
as paid or allowed by proprietary share- 
holders - - - - - -22 10 

Now, if Mr. Treasurer Rowntree, Jun., was the first to 
invent the term ** Shareholders" in the former entries of 1829 to 
1831-2, Mr. Treasurer Stickney may certainly claim a degree 
of originality in adding to that grand mistake the still more 
objectionable epithet of " Proprietary Shareholders," they hav- 
ing the original Trust Deed in their hands, which entirely 
excludes the idea of the existence of any such characters. 
Mr. Treasurer Stickney has also the unenviable merit of being 
the first contriver and concocter of this truly ludicrous juggle, 
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of first charging his account with ** Interest due/' and then 
most adroitly and conveniently writing it off on the credit side 
with " Interest from Shareholders paid or allowed ;" but really 
and truly neither paying or receiving anything directly on 
these accounts. This gross attempt at deception, by a play of 
figures and words, could not fail to excite attention and ani- 
madversion among men of correct business habits and honour- 
able principles : 

" For we are best of all led to 
Men's principles by what they do ; 
In which, the more they are imbrangled, 
The more they stir* the more they 're tangled." 

Thus you may perceive the craft and cunning of our two 
wary Treasurers, by the great pains taken to amplify and 
mystify their bold assumptions : first, allowing '* interest to be 
due," but relieving himself from the payment of it by assuming 
that he and not / had the option of disposing of it according 
to his pleasure — not mine, and untruly asserting that the same 
had been ''paid or allowed" on my part: a more shocking 
violation of '' truth and equity " cannot possibly exist, at least 
so far as I am individually concerned. 

I therefore took an early opportunity of writing to the Pre- 
sident, and afterwards to himself, remonstrating* against such 
unfair proceedings, and pointing out the error and injustice of 
them, which produced only an angry and bitter reply from the 
latter, and which threatened me with a "different form" of 
account in future. But really, as I never had been paid any 
portion of "interest due," nor had ever given my sanction to 
or allowed of my name in any subscription list which could 
justly authorise him to make such an appropriation of my 
share of "interest due," nor sent any children to the schools 
in lieu of it; the whole statement is & fabrication of his own, 
and entirely unwarranted and groundless. This straight- 
forward, plain-spoken, matter-of-fact sort of argumentation was, 
it would seem, little relished by Mr. Treasurer and his worthy 
compeers; and therefore, after due consideration and consul- 
tation, I received a dexterous, but very tricky kind of answer 
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to it, as above referred to, which I took some pains to lay 
before you, together with my observations thereupon, in the 
first part of this ** Sequel," or series of letters already published, 
and to which I only need refer for further particulars. 

The next annual meeting of the School was deferred for 
some time, but was at length formally announced by placards, 
headed ^* Scriptural Education;** and it were to be wished that 
the officers and leading members of the Society would them- 
selves study and practise Scripture maxims, as well as inculcate 
them on others. They would then learn that the essence of 
Scripture morality is truth and justice, as the only sure basis of 
charity and peace: hence we are exhorted to " do jwttiy^" en 
we can truly ^*love mercy,*' or "walk humbly with God" or 
man (Micah vi. 8). This peculiar heading, so likely to 
excite comparison and invidious reflections, has been since 
discontinued, and justly so; as it certainly is not the exchuke 
or distinctive characteristic of this Society. 

The report and accounts of the School extend from 
December 1840, to April 1842. They are now before me, 
and in them we have the development of Treasurer Stickney's 
meditated alteration, or, as he states, " different form " of 
account, which consists in the entire suppression of "interest 
paid or allowed," contrary to the established practice generally 
observed, and which, though evaded, was never positively dis- 
avowed. At my desire, very often expressed, my name is 
withdrawn from the list of subscribers; and,^instead of paying 
either principal or interest so long and so unjustly withheld 
from me, it is exhibited in another or "different form" in a 
separate list of what is called "Shareholders who possess the 
right of having three children in the Schools, in virtue of each 
respective share, on the lowest terms of admission;" but very 
carefully suppressing the important addition of the original 
contract, viz. ^^or receive interest, at their option" This truly 
is a "different form" or new device of perpetrating and per- 
petuating the old worn-out scheme of deception and falsehood, 
which, indeed, may for a time prevail over honest truth, but 
will not abide the day of trial. It is very observable that in all 
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the reports and accounts from 1829 (for the early ones cited 
differ from them), the term ** Shareholders " is invariably used 
by both the Treasurers Rowntree and Stickney, whereas those 
of the elder Rowntree use no such designation, nor indeed 
after the execution of the Deed of Trusty could it be so used 
with any regard to truth, but only for securing certain ends 
and purposes not at all contemplated when the Schools were 
established. 

It is now, however, found more convenient to use this term, 
as the readiest way, they think, of getting rid of both principal 
and interest, though it be ever so much opposed to ** truth and 
equity* — their empty boast! for it consists in nothing else 
than the forbidden publication of my name in a ''different 
form," and under a false character, and to which they well 
know I have no sort of title, except in their prejudiced minds 
and perverted understandings; and then, as to any ^* option" 
on my part, they insinuate, nay, almost affirm, that it is all a 
mistake. They admit, indeed, that they have no books or 
documents to prove it, and even refuse to produce the account 
books they have got, or to attend to any representation or 
complaint which may be offered on these grounds. The last 
report of 1843 has but very recently been issued, and, in form, 
corresponds with the preceding one, so that the former remarks 
equally apply to this. 

I have thus gone carefully through the accounts, as well 

those of the present Treasurer Stickney as his predecessors — 

the Rowntrees — father and son, so far as the reports in my 

possession have enabled me to investigate and comment on 

them; but I cannot omit to observe that the ladies' department 

of the schools is, and ever has been, conducted on the most 

judicious and economical principles; and their last account 

shews a balance due to the Treasurer of 3/. 15«. lO^d,, after 

giving credit for the children's pay of 6L Is, 6d,, which is 

certainly a very handsome contribution on their part; whilst 

the general account of Treasurer Stickney admits a small 

balance in his hands of 6/. \9s. 2d,, after giving credit for 30/. 

"amount received from T. Hardcastle, Esq., as executor of 
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the late Miss Jay/' So that, but for this casual occurrence, 
the institution would have been considerably in debt. The 
new Master, I am happy to say, appears to give general satis- 
faction, and well deserves the remuneration allotted to him, 
which, besides his fixed salary of 60/., includes, I apprehend, 
other perquisites and allowances of weekly pence from the 
boys or their friends — as nothing of this sort has appeared in 
the Treasurer's last year's account, further than a slight inti- 
mation that such pay, on a graduated scale, is expected from 
them. Upon the whole, though the late reports present a 
favourable aspect as regards the children under tuition, the 
finances are evidently in a low condition, and can hardly be 
expected to increase much, unless by occasional donations or 
bequests, which will, no doubt, be very acceptable to Mr. 
Treasurer Stickney. 

I am quite aware that the foregoing dry statement of facts 
and figures must have tried your patience; let me, therefore, 
conclude with an extract of a letter from a facetious and highly 
respected Friend, whose wit and wisdom are alike conspicuous, 
as follows: — 

*' I have perused with much interest the little tome ('Hist, 
and Myst.') you were so obliging as to present me with. From 
the details you reveal, it is quite evident that you have been 
seriously and very unnecessarily annoyed, and without any, 
the slightest provocation. 

" In reference to public affairs, it has been my lot more than 
once to be placed behind the curtain, when I have had leisure 
to contemplate the ropes and pulleys, and the tricks and con- 
trivances which are resorted to, as convenience may require ; 
and it has caused me the greatest grief to see men who, from 
their education and station in society, ought to be ashamed to 
act the part of scene-shifters, condescend, in the drama of life, 
to act a part adapted only for the meanest of the uneducated 
amongst us." 

I think you must be pleased with the propriety of these 
remarks, and am. 

Dear Sir, G. D. 
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LETTER XVI. 



** He who gives good instractioo and sets a bad example, brings food 

• in one lisnd and poison in the other. 
" When interest is at variance with conscience, any distinction to malre 
them friends will serve the hollow-hearted." 



Deae Sir, 

In my last and former letters I have endeavoured 
to point out the rise and gradual increase of this " Mystery of 
Iniquity," if I may so call it; and have brought before you two 
of the leading parties, who, in their official acts and accounts, 
appear to have signalized themselves in support of each other; 
differing, indeed, somewhat in the variety and obliquity of 
their devious paths, but all tending to the same end — viz. the 
suppression of truth and the setting up of error ; either denying 
the existence of, or else falsifying, the early resolutions, records, 
and documents, so far as they are able ; and asserting or as- 
suming a broad and baseless fabrication in their place and 
stead. 

A powerful writer has observed, *' it is sometimes amusing, 
and sometimes not a little shocking, to trace the progress of a 
lie, from its imperfect infancy to full-grown manhood, and to 
note the share which different liars have had in its concoction, 
and the additions made to it by each successive artist, accord- 
ing to his gifts and opportunities: with some, who are no 
bunglers at such arts, there is a bddness in dashing on their 
colours, a greatness of invention and a depth of sentiment, which 
would do honour to the highest powers of genius ; but plain 
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lying, and artificial falsehood, in all their varieties, can be done 
by them on the shortest notice, and in any moderate or extra- 
vagant quantit}', as occasion requires ; they are quite perfect 
also in the arts of hypocrisy and dissimulation, and in a word, 
in this department of industry it is difficult to name a branch 
in which they are not excellent. To do them justice, moreover, 
they are not very particular as to quality ; do not stand much 
upon form, or delicacy ; and can rap out a torrent of slanderous 
abuse in a style which the lowest practitioners might look 
upon with despair." Now, although Mr. Treasurer Stickney, 
and others, who were concerned in the issuing of the notable 
resolution, that " no expectation of money-interest was at first 
held out as an inducement," etc., and afterwards he was com- 
pelled to desert his friends, and to give up that false position, 
by adopting another e9wa%/a&e, yet with amazing pertinacity 
and amusing variety, he is now prepared with a still further 
display of his clever proceedings, and has at length chalked 
out a ** different form" of account, by exhibiting my name in a 
new contrived list of what he calls ** Shareholders;" although, 
in fact, he well knows I never at any time justly sustained, nor 
ever wish to sustain, such name or character ; nor is there any 
sanction for it by any of the deeds or documents relating to the 
institution, but quite the contrary; for had it been at first 
proposed as a joint-stock bargain in shares, certainly scrip 
receipts, or share certificates, would have been given, as in the 
Cliff-bridge concern here, and similar speculations elsewhere ; 
and which indeed are always required between buyer and 
seller before any just title can be made by transfer. It is also 
well known, that ** Proprietary Schools" of any kind had 
scarcely any existence at the time these Lancasterian Schools 
were established in Scarborough — thirty or more years ago ,* 
nor can they be reconciled with the principle and pattern of 
the Parent Society of the British and Foreign Schools in Lon- 
don, or out of it, of good repute or of any long continuance. 
In proof of this, I need only refer to the last Annual Report of 
the British and Foreign School (1842), whereby it appears that 
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several applications made by them to the Committee of Privy 
Council for grants in aid, were unsuccessful. For the reasons 
assigned, viz. — 

1. Fordingbridge, To re-establish a school, closed for want 
of funds. Refusedf because there was no confidence that the 
school would be permanently supported and efficiently con- 
ducted. 

2. Worcester, For aid to erect a girls-school there. Refused, 
because of the required funds being proposed to be raised by 
shares, 

3. Stourbridge. For aid to erect a school-house there. Re^ 

fused, the necessary funds being raised by loan. 

And in the report of the preceding year (1841), there is a 
case of — 

4. Huddersfleld. Towards defraying a debt. Refused, because 
the school was not " conveyed to trustees.'* (Not, as it would 
seem, on account of the debt by itself considered.) 

Now, in all these several cases, there is something more or 
less analogous to our Lancasterian Schools at Scarborough, as 
thus: In 1810, they were first erected at the risk of private 
individuals; in 1812, they were closed for want of necessary 
funds ; in 1813, they were again opened by funds, raised, as 
lately alleged by Rowntree and Stickney, in shares, but as 
appears by early existing deeds and documents, by loans of 1 8^ 
each from divers individuals, to be repaid with Interest, at their 
option, by the Managing Committee of Annual Subscribers. 

Now, if the case were shares, it is clear that is a certain bar 
to all aid ; not so in the case of debt, provided the schools are 
vested in trust, as is literally the situation at Scarborough. 
The Trust Deed being now in the actual custody of Rowntree, 
Stickney, or others, with their privity and consent; although at 
one time it was modestly insinuated that I had it; the Com- 
mittee, however, or certain Members of it, keep up a connexion 
with the Parent Society, and contribute as an auxiliary to their 
general funds, on the ground o^ convenience and good policy, be 
engaging their countenance and support, and thereby getting 
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the school supplied with a qualified master, and with necessary 
books, slates, etc., at the cheapest rate. All this is no doubt 
very judicious so far; but nothing beyond this can be expected, 
either from them, or the Committee of Privy Councdl, who it 
would seem discountenance, and constantly refuse assistance 
to Joint Stock Schools, or their Shareholders^ of which some, it 
may be presumed, have more frequently sprung up in these 
later times of wild speculation, and absorbiiig selfishness. 
However this may be, our modest, truth-loving Quaker- 
managers, ** who strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel," are 
quite shocked at the idea of being considered in debt, either 
individually, or collectively, and are not a little indignant st 
the charge or suspicion of it. — " No," say they, ** we have, 
it is true, for 30 years, firom the opening of the schools, 
admitted it to be due in our accounts, and charged for in- 
terest accordingly, which we have not paid you after the first 
or second year of the establishment, but we will now do so no 
longer, unless you will first permit us to put our hands into 
your pocket, and take out a sum at least equal to that we 
have extracted for the last 27 or 28 years ; and since you have 
invariably objected to this, we shall contrive to put it in a 
* different form', and still keep the money in our own hands ; 
we will, therefore, withdraw your name, which you never 
authorized us to insert in the list of Subscribers, and in lieu of 
it, we will enter it under a ' different form' as a Shareholder, 
not, however, paying, nor intending to pay a farthing of 
principal or interest, which we have indeed acknowledged in 
our accounts to be due to you for many years past, and, not- 
withstanding the fundamental articles, resolutions, and deeds of 
the school are directly opposed to our scheme, since the schools 
are expressly settled in trust SLspuhlic and not private property, 
by the Trust Deed of 14th July 1813, which deed we hold, and 
mean to keep very snugly to ourselves, without registering it, 
or allowing you any copy of it." 

Upon such disgraceful, because unjust, grounds, many of 
the original claimants, besides myself, have been deprived of 
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their rights, and repulsed, and even stigmatized hy the present 
possessors of the use and patronage of the schools, for asking 
or expecting any satisfaction from them, which amounts to 
making a huckstering job of their seeming charily hy buying 
up the bad debts of the too credulous money-lenders, as cheap 
as may be, of their executors or friends here or elsewhere, but 
not omitting to estimate them at their original value in their 
contributions ; thus making a merchandize of their good deeds, 
to the manifest wrong and prejudice of the original founders 
of the schools, who, upon all fair and honourable principles, 
advanced their money by way of loan^ and not upon any doc- 
trine of expediency or fluctuating scale of chances. And who, 
I pray you, are the parties, who now contend so strenuously 
and so fiercely for this new and **difierent form" of state- 
ment, but the very men who already thus stand convicted 
and self-condemned of former mystifications and deceivable- 
ness, and under such new and " difierent form" are availing 
themselves of the necessities and unfortunate position of 
others, and going out of their way to insult me, and those 
who will not submit to such irregular and unreasonable con- 
duct, but are steadily resolved to expose these practices, under 
whatever '* different form" they appear, whether of subtle 
manoeuvre or undiguised hostility, and from whatever quarter 
they may proceed. 

I remain, dear Sir, etc. 

G. D. 
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LETTER XVII. 



*' We uever lose anything by the discovery of honest intentions. 
Good principles are an inexhaastible capital to trade with." 



Dear Sir, 

The extent of my last letter, which embraced so 
many topics in reference to the Lancasterian School affairs, 
compelled me at its close, to take only a brief and hurried 
survey of the latest Reports and Statements of the Treasurer's 
Accounts : — I will now, therefore, endeavour to supply what 
was deficient in that respect. 

It appears then, from reference to the Reports of 1829, 
530, and 1831, that the Treasurer's own subscription was 
1/. 1«. annually, and that in 1838 and 1839 it was enlarged to 
2/4 2s, each yeari Now at these different periods he did not 
sustain the newly-created character of * Shareholder ;* but 
having very likely been twitted on the subject by some one 
who might have read my Letter addressed to Alderman 
Weddell, in the first part of this * Sequel/ page 20, and feel- 
ing, it may be, some kind of brotherly sympathy in the case 
of a young Quaker friend at York, whose father or near 
relative (Robert Clemesha) formerly occupied the business 
premises that are now occupied by Stickney and Rowntree, as 
a hatter here; — ^judging, I say, how acceptable it must be to 
him to be able to realise any portion of the capital of his late 
relative, which had been so many years advanced in such a 
hopeless undertaking, where neither interest nor principal was 
ever paid him, nor ever intended to be paid, it is presumed 
Mr. Treasurer found no great difficulty in coming to a favour** 
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able accord with the surviving representative John Clemesha, 
on this pitiful subject : but what the terms precisely were, he 
has prudently kept to himself, and not disclosed in the Report 
or his account to others. Now it would really be a curious, 
and not unimportant question to ascertain how much below 
the original sum of 18/. advanced and paid down some thirty 
years ago, was actually fixed and settled upon between these 
contracting parties, but doubtless some haggling for an abate- 
ment upon such a desperate debt would be urged and expected 
in the way of discount or otherwise, and upon this point it may 
well be imagined a good deal of huckstering and chaffering 
would naturally take place, during the progress of this quasi 
rag-fair negotiation, for the purchase, not indeed of old clothes, 
but of worn-out, worthless promises. It would of course be 
" diamond cut diamond " — but I have great doubt if any 
differential or reduced sum paid would go to benefit the School 
funds ; and even if it did, it would still look very much like 
" robbing Peter to pay Paul," — would it not? a curious med- 
ley truly, of charity blended and compounded with a quarUum 
sufficit of regard to the main chance^ according to the usual 
rules of Scarborough quackery, alias Quakery, as an alterative 
in a 'different form* to that used by experienced and 
honourable practitioners. elsewhere, and in such wise as might 
conveniently gratify our Treasurer's passion for the public 
good and his oum likewise, enabling him to acquire the name 
of * Shareholder,' forsooth I and then falling back on a more 
limited subscription, reduced by so much as the difference 
between 21, 5«., and 5«. amounts to ! ! 

Now you may perhaps wish to know how I have gained this 
information, and I very readily answer, from the tenor of his 
own reported accounts, which I have preserved, and carefully 
examined and compared ; for having in early life been accus- 
tomed to business habits, which I am sorry he does not seem 
to like, and being thereby somewhat familiar with the mode of 
checking accounts by double entry, I have taken considerable 
pains to scrutinise his Lists in the two successive Reports of 
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1840 and 1842, and in the former the name of '^John Clemesfia 
of York" appears in iiaUa, and in the last it is entirely 
omitted, and that of Mr. Treasurer Sdckney put in its stead- 
after the precedent and pattern of a similar substitution of 
the name of J. Rowntree for W. Keatley in the Report, Deeds, 
and accounts, thirty years ago. Likewise in the List of Sub- 
scribers, the former name is withdrawn, and Mr. Treasurer's 
inserted for the sum of 21, 5«., being an increase of 3s. beyond 
his former subscription. You will thus perceive by these 
various entries, that in ' different form ' and amount, and at 
different times, his subscription has fluctuated from 1/. 1;. to 
21. 2«. and 21, 5«. per annum ; and better it would have been 
that he had kept it so, or gone on mcreasing it in the same 
ratiOf — but, most unfortunately in the latest Report of this 
very year, 1843 (which I have only just been able to obtain a 
sight of by the courtesy of a friend), I am shocked to find that 
the springs of his benevolence seem nearly exhausted, having 
reported himself as a subscriber of 58, only ! ! when it was 
expected he would rather have increased than diminished it, 
and thus have given a more imposing and encouraging aspect 
on paper at least, rather than by publishing himself at the 
small sum of 5«. only ! ! So, however, it really is, and perhaps 
this may serve to account in some measure for the marked 
omission and apparent discourtesy and inconsistency in his 
declining to supply me with a Copy of this last year's Report, 
(which had been usual before), bearing as I do, the character 
of a " Trusteey" and as he and his party wish to have it 
believed, of a " Shareholder" also, two characters certainly not 
very consistent with each other, and which the original com- 
pact at the formation of the Schools most explicitly contradicts, 
which provides and declares that the Trustees are not Share- 
holders; vi^ Resolution of 29th February, 1813, Mr. J. Rown- 
tree in the Chair, inserted in full at page 101 of the ** History 
and Mystery,** etc. 

Another fact of some moment occurs in the Treasurer's last 
account, at the credit side of which is an entry as follows : — 
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" Interest on Taylor's Legacy, 4/." and such has been the 
brief notice taken of it for several previous years. But in 
the Reports of 1829, 1830, and 1831, it is thus stated and 
accounted for, viz. — "Interest on the late Joseph Taylor's 
Legacy, 4/. 10s." differing both in* form and in amount from 
the later ones, and altogether silent as to the bequeathed 
capital or source from whence this varied interest is derived 
and secured, or assigning any cause for the late reduction of it 
from 4/. lOs. to 4/., so that the whole, it would appear, is under 
the care and control of the Quakers here, without any limita- 
tion or explanation whatever. Mr. Joseph Taylor was well 
known as a most honourable and amiable Friend, and so 
correct in all his transactions, that there can be no doubt that 
his arrangements would be well considered, and well secured, 
but of these the accounts rendered are just what I have stated. 
Now, the use I would make of these details is simply this, — 
that whether the interest be truly 4/. or 4/. 10«., as diversely 
reported in 'different forms,' it is quite clear and obvious that 
Mr. Treasurer and his coadjutors are ready enough to receive 
interest, and acknowledge it as such in account, but are very 
squeamish and unwilling to pay any, if they can avoid it, and 
yet have constantly allowed it to be due and payable, until Mr. 
Treasurer introduced his hew invented, or * different form,' 
by suppressing such admission, and by this means wiping 
away the debt, both principal and interest, at one fell swoop, 
by a stroke of his pen ; and for which novelty, or legerdemain 
trick, there ought, I think, to be a brazen statue in the schools, 
to commemorate the fulfilment of a threat so worthy of him- 
self, but so entirely unprecedented and unwarranted by the 
practice of the Parent Institution, and to the manifest wrong 
of myself and others, — but 

" Id troth that man is sore to lose 
That foals his hands with dirty foes." 

The consequence of such conduct has naturally been a falling 
off of the regular subscribers, and a depressing of the School- 
funds, scarcely providing with certainty for the salaries of the 
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master and mistress, yet having the free use of tlie School 
buildings, without rent or taxes, or any outgoing charge, 
except occasional cleaning or repairs, no fire-insurance being 
yet thought of. In fine, with the receipts of last year, though 
increased by an opportune legacy of 30/., the Institution would 
have been in a deficit of about 20/. So that it really appears 
to be a righteous ordination of Providence that misrepresenta- 
tion and injustice should be restrained and corrected by the 
reaction of their own natural consequences in the confusion 
and disappointment of the authors. How different, in all 
respects, is the course pursued at the British and Foreign 
School Establishment. The Treasurer's account is there 
audited and attested; not so here. Insurance, taxes, etc. duly 
discharged, and interest on money advanced or borrowed 
regularly accounted for. Even by the last Report, 1842, I 
notice that the Auditors state the balance to be ** subject to the 
repayr^ient of a loan of 500/;" besides many other particulars 
in which their straightforward and honourable conduct and 
proceedings are entirely different from that which has long 
prevailed, and is still maintained, at Scarborough; and yet, as 
regards auditing other public accounts, even the lowest and 
the meanest, the Scavenger's for instance, the observance of it 
is duly discharged, and sometimes by the Quakers themselves. 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 
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LETTER XVIII. 



" Say what thou wooldest, so thy words have no tendency to make me 
afraid; for the being snsceptibie of fear, shews weakness of character; 
whereas I, in being proof against all sorts of terrors, preserve the equanimity 
of mine.".— Cervantes. 



Dear Sir, 

The course of this School controversy now compels 
me to refer more particularly than I have yet done to the 
correspondence which took place between the President, Dr. 
Murray, and myself, to which reference is merely had in the 
Preface to the first part of this " Sequel," or series of Letters, 
and which states that the second part '* will chiefly be devoted 
to the clearing up much of the mystery, which has long, too 
long, hung over the proceedings of certain prominent official 
personages^ and their connexions," etc. One of these official 
personages, Mr. Treasurer Stickney, has already come under 
your notice in his various shiftings and " different form " of 
accounts, and I will now proceed, with all possible delicacy 
and despatch, consistent with 'Uruth and equity," to narrate 
what has been the effect of my applications to the President 
in this behalf. 

In the first place, seeing that in the Report of 1840 the 
same course of misrepresentation and injustice was persisted 
in as formerly, in placing my name in the list of subscribers, 
when I was not one, I thought it right to address the following 
Letter to Dr. Murray, in his official capacity, protesting against 
such an improper use of it; not for the purpose of creating 
axiy personal quarrel between us, but to put a stop to such 
irregular procedure for the future on the part of those who 
seemed eyidently bent in .misleading him, and the public 
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generally, on this point, and to whom the plain and wholesome 
truths contained in this " Sequel," and in the ** History and 
Mystery," its precursor, could not be expected to prove very 
agr^abie to their feelings, any more than my own. I will 
now transcribe, for your satisfaction^ the Letter forwarded to 
Dr. Murray, and the President's answer thereto; having 
already discussed and disposed of Mr. Treasurer's letter in 
the preceding parts of this " Sequel." 



(Copy). 

Scarborough, Januaiy 25 fh, 1841. 

** Peter Murray, Esq., M.D., President of the Lancasterian 

Schools, Scarborough. 

" Dear Sir, 

" It is, I conceive, a duty I owe to the public, as 
well as myself, to acquaint you that I have lately observed, 
with some surprise, and more disgust than I can express, my 
name most unwarrantably introduced in the last published 
List of Subscribers to the Lancasterian Schools here, of which 
Institution you are the President, thereby holding out a false 
and delusive representation upon that subject, which, under 
the sanction of your authority, is calculated, and no doubt 
intended, to deceive many. 

" I really am at a loss, after all that has passed, for a term 
sufficiently strong to designate such shameless effirontery and 
preposterous presumption, as it deserves. But considering the 
quarter whence it proceeds, I cannot say I am greatly sur- 
prised at it, whatever other sentiment I may entertain on this 
question, it being in perfect harmony with that course of pro- 
ceeding which I have thought it my duty to bring before the 
public, and to which no corresponding answer has been or 
can be given, and the natural consequence of which conduct 
has already found its level in the embarrassed state of the 
Institution, which is so gently alluded to in the Report. 
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" I feel, therefore, compelled to send you this address and 
further remonstrance, hereby protesting, in the most direct 
and unqualified manner possible, against the unauthorised use, 
or rather abuse, of my name, for the furtherance of any such 
discreditable imposture as above expressed, or otherwise ; and 
I nrast beg you will notice it accordingly, and call the attention 
of the committee to it without loss of time. 

" I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

"George Davies." 

The President's answer of same day was duly received as 
follows : — 

[Copy.] 

** Scarborough, 26ih January, 1841. 

" George Davies, Esq., Scarborough. 

"Dear Sir, 

" By this day's post I received a letter from you 
on the subject of the introduction of your name in a part of the 
Annual Report of the Lancasterian Schools of Scarborough; 
on which Schools a rather lengthy publication has lately 
appeared under your name. Now, Sir, once for all, I repeat 
my so often repeated declaration, that on this question I will 
never enter into any correspondence with you; and hope, 
therefore, you will not by any future repetition put me to a 
very disagreeable alternative. I would just, however, remark, 
that as regards the introduction of names, you have assuredly 
taken quite liberty enough, in the before-mentioned publica- 
tion, with mine, particularly as you cannot but know that my 
connexion with these Schools did not take place until long 
after the period of the change in the nature and arrangement 
of the Shares, and the sale at the reduced prices, of the Shares 
of Mr. Ketchley and Mr. Blackley to Mr. John Rowntree the 
elder and to yourself. 

" I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

"Peter Murray." 
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Upon the general aspect of this letter it is not difficult 
to perceive, under cloak of common-place civility, much of 
uneasiness and perturbation of spirit, proceeding from an 
excited and embarrassed state of mind, having somehow got 
into a false position, and- without the requisite energy and 
fortitude of character to disengage himself from those who 
appear to have been practising on his credulity, and making 
him their shield and buckler on all occasions, without exposing 
themselves, or as little as they could help; and I am much 
mistaken if this is not the most favourable construction that it 
will admit of. My letter, you will observe, is avowedly 
official, not personal, complaining to him, as President, of the 
conduct of his sub-official, and therefore I have always consi- 
dered his answer to it to be official also. But I cannot deter- 
mine what might have been Dr. Murray's views, or how far 
he might coincide with the Quakers in provoking a personal 
altercation instead of a public official discussion ; but assuredly 
some explanation at least of the undefined hint, not to say 
threat, for that reason the more offensive, which his letter 
contained, of being "put to a very disagreeable alternative," 
was incumbent on him in any situation, whether public or 
private, — and had I thought it worth while to have considered 
it as a personal matter, then possibly I should have found that 
the Doctor would have reminded me of his o^ia/ station, and 
that nothing personally offensive was intended in the discharge 
of what was considered and believed to be a public duty, and 
which he and his sage prompters might afterwards have 
magnified and misrepresented as a perfect reconciliation of all 
differences. This, however, was not my intention, and there- 
fore I would not give countenance to any such impression by 
making it a matter of private concern instead of ptiblic prin- 
ciple; and I sincerely heUeve this to be the most natural and 
charitable interpretation that can be given of the President's 
unseemly, undefined form of expression, and of its intended 
effect, which, to say the least, betrays great irritability and 
indiscreet warmth, so difficult on any other ground to be 
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reconciled with his usual mild and gentlemanly conduct on 
other occasions. I am far, very far, however, from wishing to 
take advantage of any occasional slip or failing in what this 
letter further discovers of fretfulness in regard to the publica- 
tion of ** The History and Mystery," etc., to which it evidently 
refers, and at the soreness it betrays at the unavoidable mention 
of the President's name in that publication, with the corre- 
spondence attached to it ; because I am quite aware of the 
baneful influences by which he is surrounded, and of that 
natural flexibility of character which surrenders him to such 
influences, and for which I am willing to make every just and 
proper allowance. — Waving further remark till my next, 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 
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LETTER XIX. 



** Dare lo be true — nothing can need a Uej 
A fault which needs It most, grows two thereby."— Hbrbbrt. 



Dear Sir, 

^ Having postponed the consideration of the latter 

part of the President's letter, I will now resume the subject; 
and very sorry am I to observe, that in addition to the dis- 
courtesy and excitement which it discovers, it is moreover so 
inconsistent with itself, and so extravagantly at variance with 
truth as regards me, that I must request your patient atten- 
tion to the following examination of its particulars. 

I was quite aware, when I published "the History and 
Mystery " of these Schools, to which he refers, that his con- 
nexion with them did not take place until long after the 
period of the change in 1812-13; and my great surprise is, 
that in his acknowledged ignorance of the original conditions 
of their foundation, he should be so marvellously rash and in- 
consistent as to make assertions with so much confidence upon 
a case he little understands. That Treasurer Stickney, with 
a bankrupt exchequer, and with outward professions of *Hruth 
and equity" on his lips, should venture to speculate on such 
matters is not half so surprising as that a gentleman of exact 
moral probity and purity of conduct should condescend to 
make himself a mere automaton, and the convenient mouth- 
piece of an incorrigible Quaker party, seems almost incredible ; 
yet such is really the painful state of the case. For if you 
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could believe his letter, after the confession of his ignorance 
and incapacity (not for the first time admitted) to form a true 
judgment, you are still further called upon to give implicit 
credit to the assertions which he utters at the artfid sugges- 
tion of others; viz. that in the settlement of the school affairs 
at the period when it took place, and before his connexion 
with them, there was what he terms ''an arrangement of the 
shares, and a sale at the reduced prices of those shares of 
Mr. Ketchley and Mr. Blackley to Mr, John Rowntree the 
elder, and to yourself." 

I have quoted his own words; and without all question a 
more startling proposition, or one more opposed to '' truth and 
equity " — the Quaker boast — as regards iwe, never was before 
divulged or propounded by mortal man!!! But still it is 
somewhat qualified by the reality of its application as regards 
Mr. John Rowntree the elder, and in part neutralises the mis- 
chief it seems otherwise calculated, I hope not intended, to 
produce towards myself; and so far I certainly feel grateful 
for the President's unexpected assistance in support of the 
strong prima fa^e case, and in confirming my previously ex- 
pressed opinion, thereby helping to explain more fully and 
clearly the ''Mystery" of the Schools as exhibited in "the 
History " of them, to which the President's letter manifestly 
refers. Still it is to be regretted that in his attempt to extri- 
cate Vice President Rowntree from a serious difficulty, he 
should have ventured to cast a stigma on his former friend; 
but his words correspond with such a disposition, and demon- 
strate the mutual understanding between him and his prompter,, 
and may account for the equally undignified and unwarrant- 
able assumption as regards myself, whibt they certainly make 
the case of his prot6g6 more desperate than ever. Now, as 
error chiefly becomes formidable from its concealment, so a 
detection of falsehood generally dispels its charm. 

The President is evidently contracting his bsues of argu- 
ment; and in place thereof introducing bold and untenable 
assumptions, accompanied with what seems a sort of myste- 
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nous or indefinite threat or intimidation against all remon- 
strance, lest it should ''put him to a very disagreable 
alternative ;" and this immediately after the voluntary admis- 
sion of his personal unacquaintance with the merits of the 
case. Upon such a sad display it would be quite wearisome 
and out of place to refer to ''former associations," or the ever 
varying and fluctuating character of his earlier letters; in one 
of which, inserted p. 59 of "History and Mysteiy," he dis- 
tinctly states that the words then used "relate not to any 
suppressed facts, but to restramed opinion" But now it 
appears he has made a grand discovery of a new and impor- 
tant /oc^, or such at leait he assumes it to be. Still I cannot 
but feel a degree of sympathy for him, arising from the 
knowledge I have of his embarrassed position and connexion, 
and his love of popular applause, which the sacredness of 
former friendly associations, and the common bond of charity 
for poor human nature, will never permit me to undervalue or 
very rigidly condemn. Nevertheless I am surely not less 
bound to maintain the integrity of my own character and con- 
duct towords him and others concerned in this school business, 
as well as justify the character and rights of the much abused 
Mr. Keatley from vilification and repudiation. It is impos- 
sible therefore to pass over what Mr. President is pleased to 
adduce as b. positive fact regarding "the sale of the shares of 
Mr. Ketchley and Mr. Blackley to Mr. John Rowntree the 
elder and myself," without giving it on my part the most 
decided and unqualified denial. The particular time and 
manner of my paying over the money, which I had agreed to 
advance on loan for the school account, and the person to 
whom it was finally paid (Mr. Thomas Tindall), had been 
before stated in "the History and Mystery," p. 74, and is still 
more fully detailed in the firtl part of this " Sequel," pp. 
38-9, to which I beg your reference; so that on this point I 
have the strongest possible proof that I am correct. Gut Dr. 
Murray, led on by the secret machinations of his informant, 
most probably Vice President Rowntree, in order to mystify 
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the matter still more, has been induced to couple my name 
with that of Mr. John Rowntree the elder, as those who ac- 
quired shares sold to each of us by Mr. Ketchley and Mr. 
Blackley, but carefully abstaining from giving the names of 
each contracting party separately considered, and thereby as a 
matter of course insinuating that my former allegation of 
having paid the money to Mr. Thomas Tindall is all a delu- 
sion, and that in truth I never did pay it, but ought rather to 
have paid one of the two persons to whom he has given an 
ideal existence under the names of Ketchley and Blackley; 
but as the former is most likely a clerical error for Mr. W. 
Keatley, tlie unfortunate sufferer to whom Mr. J. Rowntree 
the elder is allowed to have paid only the sum of 3/. \6s, for 
interest, and to whom the further sum of 18/. should also have 
been paid by the said Mr. Rowntree at the same time, or as 
soon after as possible, seeing that the name of Mr. Keatley 
was then removed from the list of original shareholders, and 
that of Mr. Rowntree the elder put in its stead, as appears by 
the contrasted list of the names at p. 117 of the ** History and 
Mystery," but which he never did pay, although we may still 
charitably hope and believe he might have intended doing so, 
had he lived to perfect it. With regard to the other name of 
Blackley, I have only to remark, that no such name or party, 
or anything like it, appears in any of the Deeds or Documents 
of the School, or in any of the published Lists of Subscribers 
or Benefactors at the re-establishment thereof in 1812-13, and 
therefore this singular discrepancy appears to be an after- 
thought, if not a pure invention of V. P. Rowntree or others, to 
get rid of the responsibility of the payment to Mr. W. Keatley, 
by the substitution of another name, not to be found in any ot 
the existing Deeds or Documents ; and really this seems a 
more serious breach of common decorum on the part of the 
President, Dr. Murray, and of ordinary good faith and public 
decency on the part of his informant, whether of V. P. Rown- 
tree (an elder and leader of the Quaker Society here) or any 
other, than one could ever suppose them capable of; but it 
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has been observed that " it is the way of all characters who 
feel themselves justly suspected, to put themselves on their 
defence in eager assertions, as Major Longbow, after ever}- 
monstrous tale, adds * I'll swear that it's true ; what will you 
lay that it's a lie?' " So our said friendly Quakers, after e very- 
extravagant assertion, may say, ' We affirm it is true ; how 
will you prove it's a lie ?' Thus, however, some may think 
untruth to be a very convenient and compendious resource, in 
lack of arguments and facts; it has, nevertheless, its attendant 
inconveniences and embarrassments, especially with such as 
have short memories. It costs nothing, to be sure, not even 
a blush ; but then, the circumstances of time and place and 
person should harmonise, and not be inconsistent with each 
other ; and after all, the utterer will find in the long run, that 
' Honesty is the best policy.' Indeed I have sometimes 
thought whether the virtuous indignation of Pope, expressed 
in his memorable distich on the great fire of 1666 : — 

" Where London's column, pointing at the skies, 
Lilie a Uli Bally, lifts its head— and lies*'— 

might not be fairly parodied and applied to my extraordinary 
case, thus — 

" Where Scarboro' Quakers, with uplifted eye, 
As some tall bullies, raise their heads— 4nd lie." 

I remain, dear Sir, 

G. D. 
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LETTER XX. 



" Necessity may» perhaps, sometimes put as npon inconvenieDce* bat 
necessity most never pat as apon iniquity." 

'* Silence I one word more 
Shall make me chide thee, if not hate thee.*'— Shakspbarb. 



Dear Sir, 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNo the President's official intima- 
tion of displeasure, and at the risk of incurring some fearfully 
undefined threatened alternative with which I was menaced, 
I still felt myself obliged to pursue the same even course of 
representation and remonstrance, especially as neither his 
letter nor that of sub-official Treasurer Stickney held out any 
hope of their doing substantial justice in the case : the latter 
merely signifying, with much irrelevant and vituperative 
language, that possibly he might put his next account into a 
' different form^ not expecting to please me in the matter, but 
so as to square better with his predetermined scheme of injus- 
tice, yet with outward professions of ' truth and equity * on his 
lips, but intending nothing less in his heart, — '* It often hap- 
pens (says Brent) that untruth does more mischief when it 
affects to keep sullenly couched and stiffened under those two 
I starched monosyllables, yea and nay, but upon some occasions 
it will not be at the trouble of one breath or sign, but shall 
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silently consent you into a falsehood," if not instantly exposed 
and resisted. 

With regard to the President's letter, besides being evi- 
dently written under excitement and irritation, so preposter- 
ously inconsistent with itself, and in effect so offensive to me, 
it likewise contained an accumulation of unfounded assertion 
as to my supposed connexion with either of the two parties 
whose names are gratuitoutly, and for the first time, introduced 
into his letter, insinuating thereby that my oft -repeated 
declaration of having paid Mr. Thomas Tindall the 18/. due to 
him, was unworthy of credit, or that, in addition to such pay- 
ment, I ought further to pay Mr. W. Keatley his 1 8/., and by 
this means involve me in a double responsibility, for no other 
earthly object, that I can divine, than to screen and relieve the 
Rowntree family from the just payment of the 18/. due to Mr. 
Reatley, the only person who at the time had, or can now have, 
any legitimate right or title to receive it. And yet this absurd 
doctrine, so utterly irreconcOable to common sense and plain 
matter of fact, the President has adventurously employed him- 
self, on behalf of V. P. Rowntree and family, to broach and 
put forth in his aforesaid letter, and immediately thereupon 
to refuse all explanation, and conclude all correspondence in 
l^ture. Whereas, I conceive it was more especially incumbent 
on him to give, and on me to require, a full, fair, and public 
investigation upon it as early as possible ; and I very naturally 
thought this would best be effected by the Committee in their 
usual Annual Report, and with this view I transmitted the 
following letter to Dr. Murray in reference to this subject, 
appending to it a copy of his own letter, received from him, 
dated 25th January, 1841, which I have inserted in a former 
communication, and which need not be repeated. And, by a 
comparison of their respective dates, you may easily perceive 
that as a lapse of fourteen months had intervened, I could 
have no desire to harass or excite his private feelings in the 
desired investigation and adjustment of this public question, in 
an open and public manner. 
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[Copy.] 
**To Peter Murray, Esq., M.D., etc., President of the 
Scarborough Lancasterian Schools. 

** Sir, Scarboroughf 4th April, 1842. 

*' Be pleased to take notice, that I hereby invite 
and call upon you to produce and lay before the Committee 
and Subscribers, at the Annual General Meeting of the above 
Institution, to be holden at the Town Hall to-morrow evening 
the 5th instant, my Letter, addressed to you in your official 
capacity, dated 25th January, last year, protesting against 
certain irregularities which appeared in the published Report 
of the Treasurer's Accounts and proceedings of the last Annual 
General Meeting in December, 1840, together with a copy of 
your official Letter to me of the same date (as per annexed 
transcript of it) : — And I likewise further request, and call 
upon you to produce the authorities and proofs upon which you 
considered yourself justified in writing such letter to me, either 
in your public official capacity as President of the Institution 
or otherwise. 

" Your compliance will be only an act of justice to all parties, 
if it be duly published and circulated, and adequately supported 
by corresponding proofs : to all which I particularly invite 
your calm and candid attention. 

^' I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

"(Signed) George Davibs." 

Now mark, I beseech you, the effect which this reasonable, 
temperate, and indispensably necessary letter produced on the 
conduct of the President and his associates on this occasion. 
He received the letter, opened the envelope, and after reading 
it himself, would no doubt communicate its contents to the two 
Quaker officials, V. P. Rowntree and Treasurer Stickney, and 
in pursuance of their advice, (for I cannot suppose that, as a 
gentleman. Dr. Murray would of himself commit such inde- 
corum), they resolved to keep it very snugly to themselves 
at the General Meeting ; and the day after, or 6th of April, 
the President thought fit to return the original letter, without 
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any envelope, and without a single observation or remark 
whatever upon it Such unworthy conduct sufficiently points 
out the Quaker source from whence the President's indiscreet 
warmth and covert threat might be derived, and most forcibly 
illustrates the [ntiful tricks and contrivances to which they are 
driven, with the perfidy of their whole procedure, in making 
the President a mere tool in their hands for the furtherance of 
their obscure and artful schemes. 

Nothing however daunted, or moved from my steady and 
determined and just purposes, I allowed another year to pass 
in painful suspense and suppressed feeling, when I took the 
opportunity of the next General Meeting to revive the subject 
by sending the President another Letter, equally calm and still 
more distinctly emphatic than the former, and the following is 
a correct copy of it. 

** To Dr. Murray, President of the Scarborough Lancasterian 

Schools. 

" Sir, " Scarborough, 20th March, 1 843. 

" I am willing to believe that you are by this time 
not unconscious fof the impropriety of returning my last 
Letter, after opening it, under a blank cover, addressed to you 
as it was, in your public and official capacity, and on public 
and official business. But as my object then, as now, really 
affects the public and private character of both of us, I must 
again, upon the return of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Lancasterian Schools, direct your attention to the charge you 
have deliberately made against me, under your own hand; viz. 
that I and another person respectively purchased Shares in the 
said Schools of * Mr. Ketchley and Mr. Blackley.' This for 
MYSELF / utterly deny, and think I have proved to be entirely 
groundless. 

" I therefore call upon you in common justice, either frankly 
to acknowledge your error, or otherwise to state the authority 
upon which you formed your conclusion upon this point 
" I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

'* George Davies." 
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This letter I submitted to the inspection of one or two 
private friends, who not only approved of its spirit, as being 
written with due respect and self-evident truth, but conceived 
that it would be impossible for Dr. Murray, as a gentleman, to 
evade giving some sort of answer on this occasion ; however, 
it proved otherwise, as by the next post-delivery it was returned 
under a blank envelope, without a single word of explanation 
or remark: the address only being written in the Doctor's 
usually free and flowing character, like its predecessor of the 
former year;— thus, 

** Some have been wounded with conceit. 
And died of mere opinion straight; 
Others, though wounded sore in reason^ 
Feel no conturiouj nor discretion." 

In conclusion, I would just remark, that when the hve of 
truth rules the heart, the light of truth will guide the practice ; 
for, as Grotius critically remarks, " all wilfully obscure speak- 
ing, as well as all deceitful silence and concealment, are in 
fact as much untruth as direct falsehood." But I would 
charitably hope the fault is not the President's, so much as his 
artful advisers and prompters^ 

" Some canniemen, close buttoned to the chin. 
Broad-cloth without, hni frigid hearts within." 

I remain, etc. 

G. D. 



38 LANCASTERIAV SCHOOLS 



LETTER XXI. 



" Mark what another uys : for many are 
Fall of themtelves* and answer their own notions. 
Catch not at qnarreis ; — he that dare* not speak 
Plainly and home, is coward of the two."— Uxrbbrt. 



Dear Sir, 

It is my desire, and shall be my endeavour, to 
bring these letters, and the strange revelations they disclose, 
to a speedy issue. I will now, therefore, briefly recapitulate 
some of the leading topics as an epitome of the whole, and add 
one or two important facts to those I havea Iready enumerated, 
with which I shall conclude. 

And with respect to the President's weak argument of the 
insiffnificant amount of the injustice done to myself, Mr. Keat- 
ley, and others, as being not worth his notice, it is really too 
shallow and trivial to need refutation : 

'* The cheapest sins most dearly punished are ; 
Becanse to shnn them also is so cheap." 

The President cannot but know that every violation of 
probity and principle is an offence against the law and usage 
of civilised society, as well as of pure and religious obligation, 
which every honest man is bound by the most sacred ties, and 
at every hazard, to assert and to maintain ; — that the more or 
the less, the greater or the smaller, are merely co-relative 
terms, with which the nature and majesty of abstract justice 
has nothing to do ;— that to know the difference of right and 
wrong speaks our wisdom, and to observe that difference 
speaks our goodness. But, as I have often remarked, I am 
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quit^ dispelled to make very great allowance for the President's 
peculiar situation and connexion with his Quaker friends here, 
to their subtle and seductive influences over his easy temper, 
and his overweening love of public notoriety, as Chairman or 
President of so many meetings, which has, in some quarters, 
obt^ned for him the complacent appellation of "beinff aU 
things to aU men/* and sometimes, unfortunately, pleasing none. 
Most unquestionably he has a perfect right to think and act 
upon his own views, — at least his (pinions he insists are his 
own ; but it has been observed that one well attested fact is 
worth a thousand vain opinions^ and certainly a prudent and 
really conscientious man will not, either individually or other- 
wise, for any consideration, knowingly give offence, or sanction 
it in others, by the violation of truth and fcuit; nor will he 
designedly for these substitute his own or other men's mere 
opinions, but will first carefidly institute proper inquiry, and 
not venture to give utterance to them to the prejudice of any 
one, even though he be a ^^Uranyer or indifferent person " and 
still more against a neighbour or iormet friend, without very 
sure and sufiicient proofs or grounds of authority, and which 
when publicly called upon by the injured party he will be 
prepared to adduce and establish, and not contrariwise seek to 
evade, either by sullen silence or supercilious menace : for it 
must always be remembered that, " we have never finished our 
work, till we are well informed in our judgments, well refined 
in our spirits, and well reformed in our manners." On this 
point I cannot but avail myself of the judicious sentiments of 
a much valued and highly " respected friend," as follows : — 
•* With respect to your publication, ( * The History and 
Mystery,' etc.), were I to give an opinion upon it, at present I 
could not do- so without passing some degree of censure upon" 
[your opponents], '* for having, as it were, gone out of their 
way to prevent a free and searching inquiry into those matters 
which you were anxious to have cleared up ; but inasmuch as 
I have only had the means of hearing the case stated upon one 
side, I should feel disposed to suspend any expression of 
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opinion upon the subject, until I could be afforded an opporto-' 
nity of hearing the statement of the other party. Of one 
thing, however, any person who has read your work must be 
convinced ; namely, that you have been actuated by no other 
motive than a sense of public duty in thus bringing forward 
the matter, and that in the discharge of that duty you have 
manifested an unyielding integrity of purpose, and an indomi- 
table moral courage that one rarely meets with in the present 
day/' With regard to V. P. Rowntree, whose knowledge of 
and connexion with these most extraordinary and discreditable 
proceedings may entitle him to be considered the fac-tolum, 
and prime mover in their concoction and recent development ; 
and who, having succeeded his late &ther as an elder and 
leader among the Quakers here, is looked up to as the oracle 
of their party, I have certainly just reason to complain : for 
although my unfortunate connexion with the Schools is at least 
coeval with his, if not earlier, and of which I have given 
ample proof in the * History and Mystery,' and the < Sequel,' 
already published, by references to and quotations from 
existing vouchers in my hands; whilst he pretends that the 
Secretaries' books are not to be found, he at the same time 
declines producing those very books kept by his late father, 
the first Treasurer, which he has admitted to be at this time in 
his hands, and which are so indispensably- necessary to be pro- 
duced on the present occasion, for the elucidation of truth or 
detection of error. Now Lord Bacon has this remark on such 
like characters — " Where," he says, " there's a great difference 
betwixt a cunrUng man and a wise man. There be that can 
pack the cards, who yet can't play well ; they are good in 
canvasses and factions, and yet otherwise mean men." Such 
inconsistency and reluctancy on his part, to say the best of it, 
is most unjustifiable and unwise, and is more likely to operate 
to the disadvantage of himself and his family, in the good 
opinion of all candid and impartial persons, than had he 
voluntarily consented to produce them, in order to give such 
information and satisfaction as Mr. Alderman Weddell, by his 
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letter to me of 21st January 1641, thought it " but fair to me, 
as well as to the Subscribers to the Schools, for him (V. P. 
Rowntree) to publish in explanation," etc. (See first part of 
Sequel, p. 18). 

In reference to this important part of the case, I must again 
beg leave to solicit your attention to the communication of my 
oldest and most "respected friend" as follows: — ''As you 
requested, I have carefully looked over your publication, and 
do think there was an absolute necessity for the same; for 
those who are quite indifferent as to their otvn characters, 
generally are very regardless of others. I have oft observed, 
relative to public business, that while many are officially 
engaged, a few individuals alone act. This in some measure 
appears to be the case in the business referred to, and when- 
ever public accounts are concealed, denied, or kept back from 
inspection to those who have right to see or inquire, depend 
upon it there is much cause for suspicion. This I conceive to 
be the case in the present business. My own opinion is, you 
could not act otherwise than you have done ; and I do think 
the parties immediately interested therein ought, and surely 
will, feel obliged, except there should be any whose conduct 
will not bear the light of truth. It appears there are some 
persons whose cases are extremely necessitous and much to be 
pitied, and for them you are manifesting that feeling ^nd 
exertion which not only does you credit, but may render their 
latter days more comfortable. This I hope and trust will be 
the case." A great variety of other letters and opinions in 
the same strain might easily be adduced, if necessary ; but 
these, I think, may well suffice for the present. 

I remain, etc. 

G.D. 
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LETTER XXII. 



*' ndem qui perdtt, quo se senrat in reUquum ? "— BicoNiANii* 



Dear Sir, 

I find it is quite in vain any longer to disguise or 
mince the matter, for after collating the whole of the deeds and 
documents, and upon mature consideration, I am more than 
ever confirmed in the accuracy of my assertion, at p. 47 of the 
' History and Mystery,' that Mr. Rowntree '^ was no money 
lender.'' In opposition to this, V. P. Rowntree affirms in his 
letter, also inserted at length at p. 72, that his father "paid 
what he received.** And again, at p. 76, that " he certainly paid 
the whole of his 18/." Now allowing the first assertion to be 
correct, it is somewhat curious that, as regards the second, he 
should abstain from particularizing to whom the 18/. was paid, 
especially as my letter to him had directed his attention to this 
point, as afiecting the interest of Mr.W. Reatley; the latter 
being the only person who had not signed the Deed of Convey- 
ance, of 13th July 1813, because not settled with, and Mr# 
Rowntree 's name substituted for his in the Trust Deed of 14th 
July, or day after, and in the published acoounts and reports 
of the School for the first three years, in my possession, and 
perhaps longer. These facts have, I conceive, been sufficiently 
established in the aforesaid * History and Mystery,' pp. 70, 
82, and also at pp. 112, 118; and they evidently shew that 
however we may charitably hope and believe Mr. Rowntree 
the elder might have intended to pay Mr, Keatley the 18/. 
for his concern in the School, by some unaccountable omission 
or forgetfulness, he never did pay him more than 3/. 15«.; and 
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that not his own money, but for two and a balf years of interest 
due to him out of the pubUc Stock, or funds placed in his hands 
as Treasurer of the Society for that express purpose^ as in like 
manner he had before paid Mr. Thomas Tindall a similar sum, 
leaving me to pay him the 18/. which had been previously 
agreed upon, and conditioned for, by the resolution of the 
General Public Meeting, of which the same Mr, Roumtree was 
himself the Chairman: See 'History and Mystery,' p. 101. 
It is not for me to account for, or even conjecture, what might 
have occasioned this grand mistake^ I merely state the broad 
facts, as I find them in the public deeds and documents to 
which I have referred, and exactly as I find them, without note 
or comment; and surely if V. P. Rowntree could fairly shew 
I was* in error by any written entry in his father's books under 
his oum[handf he would have made no difficulty in stating it; 
but most readily, of his own accord, have produced the books in 
proof of it; as I have always expressed the greatest deference 
and respect to the memory of his late father, and the correct- 
ness of accounts kept by him ; and I may now add that I am 
always open to conviction, and should think myself beholden 
to him, or any other who can shew in what respect I am mis- 
taken upon this or any other subject. 

Instead of this, however, the President, Dr. Murray, in the 
last resort, has been prevailed upon to put forth a new and 
marvellous] tale (being at the same time confessedly ignorant 
of the origin of these Schools), calculated, not to say intended, 
to involve the matter in still further obscurity, by associating 
my name with that of Mr. Rowntree the elder, as having each 
purchased shares of Mr. Ketchley and Mr. Blackley; which 
really recoils upon himself with tenfold greater aggravation, as 
I think I have clearly demonstrated in letters xix and xx of 
this * Sequel,' and have satisfactorily shewn that such asser- 
tion, so far as regards me, is utterly groundless ; and has only a 
semblance of being true, as between Mr. Rowntree the elder 
and Mr. W. Reatley, who, however, never was paid the 18/. 
for his share ; whilst it appears by the original deeds, that he 
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and he onlif, was the party entitled to receive it; and further, 
that no such name or person as Mr. Biackley is at all alluded 
to or recognised hy those deeds; and consequently that no just 
title can he derived from any such unreal and imaginary 
source, now so lately and so obscurely put forth hy Dr. Murray 
on this occasion. With regard to the general impression of 
the views and proceedings of many of the Quakers here, it is 
freely admitted, at mdkndualt, to be innocent and exemplary ; 
hut as an aggregate body, they certainly have obtained an 
unenviable distinction, as the fkvourers of an oyerfoearing, 
monopolizing, self-seeking policy, that never loses sight of 
their own immediate interests, or neglects any opportunity to 
acquire and keep possession of power or influence, whether 
in dealing with charity afi&irs, or as assessors or dealers in 
shares, or other money speculations latdy set on foot here, as 
elsewhere. In all such matters, they are an expert, compact, 
well-organized body, steadily and unitedly acting togedier to 
secure the main chance^ yet aiming and wishing to be con- 
sidered as the source and centre of whatever is pure, excellent 
and praiseworthy : but unless there be some hope or (>rospect 
of making good deeds answer^ they not unfrequently have 
strange scruples of conscience, lest evening public tea meet- 
ings may not become dangerous to the morals of the humbler 
classes, by the possible intermixture of improper characters, 
as was shewn to be the ground of complaint, by Mr. Joseph 
Rowntree at York, in a former letter. Part I. pp. 68 — 70. 

But to come nearer home, our Scarborough Lancasterian 
Schools have at all times been under the 'special surveillance, 
control, and patronage of a dominant Quaker party, not so 
numerous as they are active, united, and overbearing; and as 
the Treasurers have invariably been of that Society, they of 
course have had the receipt and direction of the annual 
subscriptions, occasional donations, and not unfrequently of 
very considerable legacies, in the management of which, I may 
conscientiously believe, that they "jsoy what they receive^'' 
to use V. P. Rowntree's own words, notwithstanding the 
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informality of their accounts being unattested by auditors 
chosen for the purpose ; yet without any breach of charity, I 
think it must be admitted that, with the power and pre- 
eminence thus obtained in the administration of the financial 
and economical concerns of the Schools, by their patronage or 
procurement in giving admission to the scholars on the lowest 
terms, they acquire thereby a preponderating influence over 
them and their friends, which in business may be not un- 
acceptable to their Quaker patrons ; and when I connect this 
with the repudiation and ultimate denial of public, and long 
before acknowledged, jtcst debts, and the efforts of late made to 
evade all investigation into past or present transactions, by the 
substitution of a new or " different form" of account instead 
thereof, I cannot but feel the deepest concern and the worst 
forebodings, that the same evil spirit should still prevail, and 
that just grievances and wished-for redress are to be met, not 
by force of argument, or by calm reasoning, but by insidious 
mis-statements or supercilious silence — ^by false assumptions 
or by secret menaces ; added to all which I have long observed 
an increasing tendency in the Quaker party to consider these 
Schools rather in the light of private than of puhUc property, 
belonging, as they allege, to certain persons denominated 
** Shareholders,'* but most decidedly contrary to that character 
of " Trustee" which I sustain, and to the words of the Reso- 
lution appointing me to that office, in which it is expressly 
stated that I am ^^not a Shareholder" 

But what seems really more extraordinary than anything I 
have yet divulged, is the following new and astounding fact, to 
which my attention has been but lately drawn ; namely^ that in 
a large ground-plan map of the town, carefully compiled from 
actual survey by Mr. John Wood, and published by Mr. C. 
Todd in the year 1828, the site of these Lancasterian Schools 
is specifically marked, not only by their proper name, but also 
with the unusual addition of Mr. Rowntree, indicating 
thereby that he, and he only, had the ownership, just as my 
house is marked with my name as owner, as well as many 
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Other private dwellings wfaach are m marked, but differing 
entirely from the amioable* Society Sohools, and the other 
pubiic mibeaevolent Inatitatioilt 41 thia place, which have no 
such penonal dtsignatioii cir iktUmAtai name ot names annexed 
to them. Mr. Rowntre^ thCi d^dv died in 1827, at which time 
the map Inight be in pragr«i8| but thAt iS'Of less consequence, 
as in the pobUahed form il b ^e^daHy applicable to the family 
whose general name it bear% and afibrds, I dunk, -incontestable 
proof of the encroaching, grasping,* Aot to 'say nnjust spirit, 
which at that period prevailed, and which it would appear still 
continues to exist; so that, in fact, to be consistent with the 
map, the name of Rowntrek should be inscribed on or above 
the stone in front of the building, in addition to Lancaster! an 
School ; and then to perfect the plan, I would suggest the 
propriety of inscribing below, and as a finish to the whole, the 
word — Tekel. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and obliged servant, 

George Davies. 
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